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I think the awards, like a list, top lists, and evaluation, do have a role. The purpose
Is to reach a larger public. I think it is very active in doing that.

At one level you could say: what to do? It is a superficial thing, because they voted
for projects like a well-be hotel enough. Some of them are rather silly.

But I would say overall, it is very valuable. Because it got people thinking, I mean
general people, thinking about what makes a good architecture. It publicizes the
value of architecture, which merely advertising can never do.

That’s the same with the kind of seven wonders. It may not be on the level of
great philosophy, like the work of Plato or the work of some great Chinese philosophers.
But on the other hand it is a very real growing, hiking on knowledge and appreciation
of good architecture. I mean it is a good thing.

Robert Ivy
Editor-in-chief
Architectural Record
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