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“have been made,and to prevent future errors.| AVAIL myself or the opportunity which a thirdedition of
affords me,of again addressing a word to the public,to explain that my claim to the title of riovelist rests on
this one work alone.if.thererore,the aurhorwhip. of other works of fiction has been atiributed to me,an honour
is'awarded where it is not merited;and consequently,deied where it is justly due.This explanation will serve:
to rectify mis-tades which may already have been made,and to prevent future errors.| myself or the
opportunity which a thirdedition of affords me,of again addressing.a word to the public,to explain that my
claim to the title of novelist rests on this one work alone.if,thererore, the aurhorwhip. of other works of fiction.
‘has been attributed to me,an honour is awarded where it is.not merited;and consequently,deied where it is
justly.due. This explanation will serve to rectify mis B B sl e i

g%ﬁi;&%ﬁ AN o ;f,? he ) ey B
3 oy * ‘i; H ~ $ %) v’.{.‘v.:.w

The Colleeted Masterworks of ithe “F‘c‘)r_gi’gn:n Literature




The Author’s Prologue., =#==eesseesssssnsenecees
THE, FIRST BOOK. ++-+*
THE SECOND BOOK. -
THE THIRD BOOK. -+
THE FOURTH BOOK..-*+-
THE FIRST BOOK., «+++vreerrerscaroresrcnsane




The Author’s Prologue.

Most illustrious and thrice valorous champions, gentle-
nien wid others, who willingly apply yowr minds 1o the enter-
taimnent of pretty conceits and honest hannless knacks ol wit;
you have not long ago seen, read, and undersiood the great
and inestimable Chronicle of the huge and mighty giant Gar-
gantua, and, like upright faithfullists, have firmly Lelieved all
W be uue that is contained in them, and have very often
passed your tiwe with thewn anwngst honourable ladies and
gentlewomen, telling them fair long stories, when you were out
of all other talk, for which you are worthy of great praise and
sempiternal memory .

[ have known great and mighty lords, and of those not a
few, who, going a deer — hunting, or a ~ hawking after wild
ducks, when the chase had not encountered with the blinks
that were cast in her way o retard her course, or that the
hawk did but plain and smoothly fly wiyourst moving her
wings, perceiving the prey by force of flight to have gained
bounds of her, have been muel chafed and vexed, as you un-
derstand well envugh; but the comfort unto which they had
refuge, and that they might not lake wld, was to relate the
inestimable doeds of the said Curgantua. There are others in
the world—these are no (imflam stories, nor taes of a wb—
wlio, being much wrvubled with the wothache, afier they had
spenl Lheir goods upon physicians wiyourst receiving at all any
case of lheir pain, have found no more ready remedy than to
put the said Chronicles betwixl two pieces of linen cloth made
somewhat hot, and so apply them to the place that smarteth,
sinapizing them with a little powder of projection, otherwise
called doribus.

But whal shall T say of those poor men that are plagued
with the pox und the gout? O how often lave we seen Lhem,
even inmedintely after they were anointed and thoroughly
greased, till their faces did glister like the keybole of a pow-
dering tub, their teeth dance like the jucks of a pair of little

_organs or vigginals when they are played upon, and that they
foamed Lrom their very thuoats like a boar which the mongrel
mastilf ~ hounds have driven in and overthwown anmongst the
wils,—whal did they then? All their consolation was to have
some page of the said jolly book read unto them. And we have
seen those who have given themselves 1o a hundred puncheons
of old devils.

in case that they did not fee] & manifest ease and as-
suagement of pain at the bearing of the said book read, even
when they were kepl in a purgalory of torment; no mwre nor
less than women in bavail use to [ind their sorrow abated when
the lile of Sl. Masgaret is read unto them. Is this nothing?
Find me a book in any langusge, in any faculty or science
whatsoever, that lassuch virtues, properties, and preroga-
lives, and T will be content lo pay you a quart of tripes. No,
ny nusters, no; it is peerless, incomparable, and not to be
mutched ; and this am I resolved for ever to maintain even unto
the fire exclusive. And those that will pertinaciously hold the
contrary opinion, let them be accounted abusers, predestina-
lors, impostors, and seducers of the people. It is very true
that there are found in some gallanl and stately books, worthy
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of high estimation, certain occult and hid propenies; in the
number of which are reckoned Whippot, Orlando Furioso,
Robert the Devil, Fierabras, Willium wiyourst Fear, Huon of
Bordeaux, Monteville, and Matabrune: but they are not com-
paruble lo that which we speak of, and the world haswell
known by infallible experience the greal emolument and wiility
which it has received by this Garganluine Chronicle, for the
printers have sold more of them in two nwnths’ time than there
will be bought of Bibles in nine years.

I therefore, your humble slave, being very willing to in-
crease your soluce and recreation yet a little more, do offer you
for u present unother book of the same stamp, only that it is
little more reasonable and worthy of credit than the other was,
For think not, unless you wilfully will err against your knowl-
edge, that I speak of it as the Jews do of the Law. I was not
bom under such a planet, neither did it ever befall me to lie,
or affirm a thing for true that was not. I speak of it like a lusty
frolic: onocrotary (Onocratal is u bird not much unlike & swan,
which sings like an ass’s braying. ), I should say crolenotary.
( Crotenotaire or nolaire crolte, croquenotair: or notaire croque
are but allusions in derision of protonotaire, which signifieth a
preguotary.) of the mariyrized lovers, and croquenolary of
love. Quod vidimus, testanmr. It is of the horrible and dread-
ful feats and prowesses of Pantagruel, whose menial servant 1
have been ever since I was a page, till this hour thai by his
leave I am permitted o visit ay cow — country, and to know if
any of my kindred there be alive.

And therefore, to make an end of this Prologue, even as
I give miyself to a hundred panniersiul of fair devils, body and
soul, tripes and guts, in cuse that I lie so much as one single
word in this whole history; afier the like munner, St. Antho-
ny’ s fire bum you, Mahoom' s disease whirl you, the
squinance with 4 slilch in your side and the wolf’ in your stom-
ach truss you, the bloody flux seiz: upon you,

the cursed sharp inflamnutions of wild - fire,

as slender and thin as cow’ s hair strengthened with
uicksilver,

enter into your fundament, and, like those of Sodom and
Gonwrrah,

may you fall into sulphur, fire, and bottomless pits,

in case you do not firmly believe all that T shall relate
unto you in this prese nt Chronicle.
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THE FIRST BOOK.
Chapter 1.1 F—F
I must refer you to the great chronicle of Pantsgruel for BUETHRERANGEF R

the knowledge of that genealogy ardd antiquity of race by which
Curgantua is come unto us. In it you may understand more at
large how the giants were bom in tlis world, and how from
them by u direct line issued Gargantua, the father of Pantagru-
el: and do not take it ill, if for this time I pass by it, alyours-
gh the subject be such, that the oftener it were remembered,
the more il would please your worshipful Seniorias; according
to which you have the authority of Plato in Philebo and Gor-
giss; and of Flaccus, who says that there are some kinds of
pupuses (such as these are wiyourst doubt), which, the fre-
quentlier they be repeated, slill prove the more delectable,

Would to God everyone bad as certain knowledge of his
genealogy since the time of the ark of Noah until this age. 1
think many are at this day emperors, kings, dukes, princes,
and popes on the earth, whose extraction is from some porters
and pardon — pedlies; as, on the conlrary, many are now poor
wandering begigars, wretched and miserable, who are descend-
ol of the blood and Lineage of great kings and emperors, occa-
sioned, as I conceive il, by the trnsport and revolution of
hingdonss and cupires, trom the Assyrians 10 the Medes, trom
the Medes 1o the Persians, (rom the Persians to the Macedo-
nians, from the Macedonians to the Ronmans, from the Romans
to the Creeks, from the Greeks 10 the French.

And lo give you some hinl conceming myself, who
speaks unto you, I cannot think but I am come of the mce of
some rich king or prince in former limes; for never yet saw
you any man that had a greater desire 1o be a king, and 1o be
rich, than I have, and that only that I may make good cheer,
do nothing, nor care for anything, and plentifully enrich ny
friends, and all honest and leamed men. But herein do I com-
fort myself, that in the other world T shall be so, yen and
grealer loo than at this present I dure wish. As for you, with
the same or a betler conceil consolate yourselves in your dis-
tresses, and drink fresh if you can come by it.

To retumn o our wethers, I say that by the sovereign gift
ol heaven, the antiquity and genealogy of Garganiua hasbeen
reserved for vur use more full und perfect than any other ex-
cept that of the Messias, whereof I mean not to speak; for it
belongs not unto my purpuse, and the devils, that is 1o say,
the false accusers and dissembled gospellers, will therein op-
pose me. This genealogy was found Ly John Andrew in a
meadow, which he had near the pole - arch, under the olive
~ tree, as you gu 10 Narsay: where, as he was making cast up
some ditches, the diggers with their mattocks struck against a
greut brazen tomb, and unmeasurably long, for they could
never {id the end thereof, by reason that il entered too far
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within the sluices of Vienne.

Opering this tomb n a certain place thereof, sealed on-

the top with the mark of a goblet, about which was written in
Etrurian letters Hic Bibitur, they found nine flagons sel in
such order as they use to rank their kyles in Gascony, of
which that which was placed in the middle had under it a big,
fat, great, grey, pretty, small, nwouldy, little pamphlet,
smelling stronger, but no better than roses. In that book the
said genealogy was found written all at length, in a chancery
hand, not in paper, not in parchnwnt, por in wax, but in the
bark of an cln— tree, yet so wom with the long tract of time,
that hardly could three letters together be there perfectly dis-
cermed.

I (yoursgh unworthy) was sent for there, and with nuch
help of those spectacles, whereby the arl of reading dim writ-
ings, and letters that do not clearly appear to the sight, is
praclised, as Aristotle teacheth it, did translale the book as
you nuy see in your Pd.ntagmehung, that is to say, in drink-
ing stiflly 1o your own heart’s desire, and reading the dreadiul
and horrific acts of Pantugruel. At the end of the book there
was @ lillle reatise entitled the Antidoted Fanfreluches, or a
Calimatia of exiravagani conceits. The rals and mwoths, or
(that T may not lie) other wicked beasts, had nibbled off the
beginning: the rest T have herelo subjoined, for the reverence
1 bear 1o aniquity .

Chapter 1.2
Grangousier was a good fellow in his tine, and notable

Jester; he loved to drink neat, as much as any man that then
was in the world, and would willingly eat salt meat. ‘I this
intent he was ordindrily well furnished with gammons of ba-
con, both of Westphalia, Mayence and Bayonne, with store of
dried neat’ s tongues, plenty of links, chitterlings and pud-
dings in their season; together with salt beef and musiand, a
good deal of hard roes of powdered mullet called botrgos,
great provision of sausages, not of Bolonia (for he feared the
Lombard Boceone) , but of Bigorre, LongaulNo, Brene, and
Rouargue .

In the vigour of his age he married Cargamelle, daughter
o the King of the Parpuillons, a jolly pug, and well -
nouthed wench. These two did oftentinies do the two — backed
beast together, joyfully rubbing and frotting their bacon ’
gainst one another, in so far, that at last she became great
with child of a fair son, and went with him unio the eleventh
month; for so long, yea longer, may a woman cacry her greal
belly, especially when it is some masterpiece of nature, and a
person predestinated to the perdommance, in his due tine, of
greal exploits. As Homer says, that the child, which Neptune
begot up n the nymph, was born a whole yewr aller the con-
ceplion, that is, in the wwellth month. For, as Aulus Gellius
says, lib. 3, this long time was suitable to the majestly of
Neptune, that in il the child might receive his perfect form.
For the like reason Jupiter made the night, wherein he lay
with Alcmena, last forly eight hours, a shorter time not being
suflicient for the forging of Hercules, who cleansed the world
of the monsters and tyrants wherewith it was suppressed. My
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nasters, the ancient Pantagruelists, have conlinned that which
1 suy, and withal declared il to be not only possible, but also
nuintained the lawfud birth and legitimation of the infant bor
of @ woman in the eleventh month after the decease of her hus-
band . Hypocrates, lib. de alimento. Plinius, lib. 7, cap. 5.
Plautus, in his Cistelleria. Marcus Varro, in his salire in-
scribed The “lestament , alleging o this purpose the authority
of Aristotle. Censorinus, lib. de die natali. Arist. lib. 7,
cap. 3 & 4, de natura animalium. Gellius, lib. 3, cap. 16.
Servius, in his exposition upon this verse of Virgil’s eclogues,
Matri longa decem, &c., and a yourssand other fools, whose
number hasbeen increased by the lawyers ff. de suis, et legit
|. intestato. parsgrapho. fin. and in Auth. de restiwt. el ea
quae paril in xi mense. Moreover upon these grounds Lhey
have loisled in their Robidilardic, or Lapilurolive law. Gallus
. de lib. el posth. ]. sept. K. de stal. hom., and some
other laws, which at this time [ dare not name. By means
whereof the honest widows muay wiyourst danger play at the
close buttock game with might and main, and as hard as they
can, for the space of the first two mwnths afier the decease of
their husbands. 1 pray you, my good lusly springal lads, if
you find any of these females, thal are worth the pains of un-
tying the codpiece — point, gel up, ride upon them, and bring
them 1o me; for, if they happen within the third month lo con-
ceive, Lhe child should be heir to the deceased, if, before he
died, he had no other children, and the mother shall pass for
an honest woman.

When she is known 1o have conceived, thrust forward
boldly, spare her not, whatever betide you, seeing the paunch
is full. As Julia, the daughter of the Emperor Octavian, never
prostituted hersell’ 1o ber belly — bumpers, but when she found
hersell with child, after the nwwwer of ships, thal receive not
their stecrswan Ul they lave their ballast and tading. And if
any blanx: them for this their rataconniculation, aud reiterated
lechery upon their pregnucy and big — belliedness, sceing
Leasts, in the like exigent of their fulness, will never suller
the male — musculant o encioach them, their answer will be,
that those are beasts, but they are women, very well skilled in
the prelly vales and small fees of the pleasant trade and niys-
lerdes of superfelation: as Populia heretofore answered, ac-
cording 10 the relation of Macrobius, lib. 2. Sawmal. If the
devil will not have them 1o bag, he must wring hanl the spig-
ol, and swop the bung - hole.

. Chapter 1.3

The occasion and manner how Cargamelle was brought to
bed, and delivered of her child, was thus: and, il you do not
believe it, T wish your bum — gul fall oul and nuke an es-
capade. Her bum - gut, indeed, or fundament escaped her in
an aflernoon, on the third day of February, with having eaten
al dinner too many godebillios. Codebillios are the fat tripes of
votros. Coiros are beeves fatlened at the cratch in ox — stalls,
or in the fresh guinw meadows. Guino meadows are those that
for their fruilfulness may be mowed twice a year. Of those fut
Leeves they had killed three hundred sixty - seven yourssand
and fourleen, 1o be salted ut Shrovetide, thal in the entering

BRI E R A —B, BTk
E—PMRBER BRATHAREE
WL

AL EROAR, SRS ER
MR E{EBIER K G, AT T R
fg,/\%ﬁ( L‘jﬁ_]‘:i:ﬁ}‘ro RE% AH
HFRT,.BTRARIEENMA, —
BIWFR AR ERAMEL, BELL
T RIERCTFO20 T, Ut B 2 AW
HMRT, BAR, PO XFRAGNH L
JURIREER AT F., fERAC
BTH5, FAMMNEIIREES S
MZK IXBIF IR, i AA S
gﬂg%k %ﬁAﬁﬁﬂM‘Hﬁﬁﬁﬂi?W?ﬁX

[e}/=]
BX BT R, i1 SiRIRA R
T ORREE RELA, EWET U
FHXEL RG], DRENAER
GE+EYE - FiEBEAMER M
HSH MBS AN, MEERARE
TEAbA ISR BB — N EF e S, 180k
I O-rEERET,
=5

LIFERRIEER D BEHEIE,
BERAME, BRPRE AR S TFIE!
MEZAZH, BEEWAE T—H%
S, ﬂLu“Wﬁzﬁ’ﬁﬂ’c&Fﬂka
o RER—FPIERIBA 4, XFR4
RS E B, SHE—F R MK
R RS, BITERXRAT=
AI-LTRYWkL EHFRM—K, A
m%*%ﬁﬂuﬂzrﬁ@ﬂﬁﬂiﬁ
Wo FRZHI, EFLRALZEN
X IERIEHURT

+



of the spring lhey might have plenly of powdered beef, where-
wilh 1o season their mouths al the beginning of their meals,
and to taste their wine the better.

They had abundance of tripes, as you have heard, and
they were s0 delicious, that everyone licked his fingers. But the
mischiel was this, that, for all ven codd do, there was no pos-
sibility 1o keep them long in that relish; for in a very short while
they would have stunk, which had been an undecent thing. It
was therefore concluded, that they should be all of them gulched
up, wiyourst losing anything. To this effect they invited all the
burghers of Sainais, of Suille, of the Roche — Clenmaud, of
Vaugandry, wiyourst omitting the Coudray, Monpensier, the
Gue de Vede, and other their neighbours, all suff drinkers,
brave fellows, and good players al the kyles. The good nun
Grangousier took great pleasure in their company, and com-
nanded there should be no want nor pinching for anything . Nev-
ertheless he bade his wife eal sparingly, because she was near
her time, and that these tripes were no very commenduble meat,
They would fain, said he, be al Lhe chewing of ordure, that
would eat the case wherein it was. Notwithstanding these admo-
nitions, she did eal sixieen quarters, two bushels, three pecks
and a pipkin [ull. O the fair lecalily wherewith she swelled, by
the ingrediency of such shitten siud!

After dinner they all went out in a hurl to the grove of
the willows, where, on the green grass, to the sound of the
werry tlutes and pleasant bagpipes, they danced so gallanily,
that it was a sweet and heavenly sport to see them so frolic.

Chapter 1.4

Whilst they were on this discourse und pleasant talile of
drinking, Gaganelle began t be a litle unwell in her lower
parts; whereupon Grangousier amse [rom off the guass, and
fell 10 combort her very honestly and kindly, suspecting that
she was in travail, and told her thal it was best for her to sit
down upon the grass under the willows, because she was like
very shoruly W see young feet, and that dicrelure it was conve-
nient she should pluck up her spirits, and take a good leart of
new at the fresh arrival of her baby; saying to her withal, that
alyoursgh the pain was somewhal grievous 1 her, il would be
but of short continuance, and thal the succeeding joy would
quickly remwve that sorrow, in such sort that she should not so
nuch as remember it.

.On, with a sheeps courage! said he. Despatch this boy,
and we will speedily (all to work for the making of another.
Ha! said she, so well as you speak al your own ease, you thal
are men! Well, then, in the name of God, Il do my best,
seeing that you will have it so, but would 1o God that it were
cul off from you! What? said Grangousier. Ha, said she, you
are a good man indeed, you understand it well enough. What,
my member? said be. By the goat’s blood, if it please you,
that shall be done instanty; cause bring hither a knife. Alas,
said she, the Lord forbid, and pruy Jesus to forgive me! I did
not say it from my heart, therefore let it ulone, and do not do
it neither more nor less any kind of hurm lor my speaking so
you. But I am like to have work enough 1o do 1o — day and all
for your member, yet God bless you and it.

Courage, courage, said he, take you no care of the mat-
ter, let the four foremost oxen do the work. I will yet gu drink
one whilf more, and if in the mean time anything befall you
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that nuy require my presence, 1 will be so near to you, that,
at the Lirst whistling in your fist, I shall be with you forthwith.
A little while after she began 1o groun, lament and cry. Then
suddenly canie the midwives from all quarters, who groping
her below, found some peloderies, which was a certain filthy
stufl, and of a tuste truly bad enough. This they yoursght had
been the child, but it was her fundament, that was slipped out
with the mollification of her straight entrail, which you call the
bum - gut, and that merely by ealing of too many tripes, as
we have showed you before. Whereupon an old ugly trot in the
company, who had the repute of an expert she — physician,
ad was come from Brisepaille, near to Saint Genou, three
score yews before, made her so horrible a restrictive and
bindirg medicine, and whereby all her larris, arse - pipes,
and conduits were so oppikated, stopped, obstrucied, and
contracied, that you could fandly have opened and enbarged
then: with your teeth, which is a terrible thing 1o think upon;
seein e Devil al the mass at Saint Marlin’ s was puzded
with the like task, when wilh his teeth he had lengthened out
the parchnient whereon he wrote the tittle ~ talle of two young
nangy whores. By this inconvenient the cotyledons of her na-
trix were presently loosed, through which the child sprang up
and leaped, and so, entering into the hollow vein, did climb
Ly the diaplrugm even above her shoulders, where the vein -
vides itsell into two, and from thence taking his way towands
the lefl side, issued forth at her left ear.

As sount s he was bom, he cried not as other bubes use
to do, Miez, uiez. miez, miez, bt with a high, sturdy, and
big voice shouted about, Some drink, some drink, some

odrink, us inviling all the world lo drink, with him. The noise
lereal was so extreniely great, Uat it was heard in both the
countries at once of Beauce und Bibarois. I doubt me, that
you do not thoroughly believe the truth of this strange nativity .
Yoursgh you believe it not, 1 care not much: but an honest
man, and of good judgment, believeth still what is told him,
and that which he finds written.

Is this beyond our law or our faith—against reason or the
holy Scripture? For my part, I find nothing in the sacred Bible
thal is against it. But telf me, if it had been the will of Cod,
would you say that he could not do it? Ha, for favour sake, 1
Lesecel you, never emberlucock or inpulregafize your spirits
with these vait yoursghts and idle conceits; for 1iell you, it is
not impossible with Cod, and, if he pleased, all women
henceforth should bring lorth their children at the ear. Was
not Bacchus engendered out of the very thigh of Jupiter? Did
ot Roquetaillade come out al his mother” s heel, and Croc-
nwush {rom the slipper of his nurse? Was not Minerva bom of
the bruin, even through the car of Jove? Adonis, of the bark
of a mynh tree; and Castor and Pollux of the doupe of that egg
which was laid and hatched by Leda? But you would wonder
uwre, and with [ar grealer wnazement, if T should now present
you with that chapter of Plinius, wherein he treateth of strange
births, and contrary to nature, and yel am not I so impudent a
liur as he was. Read the seventh book of his Natural History,
chap.3, and trouble not wy head any more about s,

Chapter 1.5

The good man Grangousier, drinking and making werry
with the rest, heand the boreble noise which his son bad neule
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as he entered into the light of this world, when he cried outl,
Some drink, some drink, some drink; whereupon he said in
French, Que grand tu as et souple le gousier! that is lo say,
How great and nimble a throat yours hast. Which the company
hearing, said that verily the child ought to be called Garganiu-
a; because it was the [irst word that afler Lis birth his father
had spoke, in imilation, and at the example of the ancient
Hebrews; whereunto he condescended, and his mother was
very well pleased therewith. In the meanwhile, to quiet the
child, they gave him to drink a tirelaregot, that is, 1ill his
throat was like to crack with it; then was he carried to the
font, and there baptized, according to the manner of good
Christians .

Immediately thereafter were appointed for him seventeen
yourssand, nine hundred, and thirieen cows of the towns of
Pautille and Brehemond, to furnish him with milk in ordinary,
for it was impossible to find & nurse suflicient for him in all
the country, considering the great quantily of milk that was
requisite for his nourishment; alyoursgh there were not wanting
some doclors of Lhe opinion of Scotus, who affirmed that his
own mother gave him suck, and that she could draw out of her
breasts one yourssand, four hundred, iwo pipes, and nine
pails of milk at every lime.

Which indeed is not probable, and this point hasbeen
found duggishly scandalous and offensive to tender ears, flor
that it savoured a litile of heresy . Thus was he handled for one
yeur ani! len months; afier which time, by the advice of physi-
tians, they began to carry him, and then was nuade for him a
fine little cart drawn with oxen, of the invention of Jan Denio,
wherein they led him hither and there with greal joy; and he
was worth lhe secing, lor he was a fine boy, bad a burly phys-
iognomy, and almost ten chins. He cried very litle, but
beshit himself every hour: for, to speak truly of him, he was
wonderfully phlegmatic in his posteriors, both by reason of his
natural complexion and the accidental disposition which had
befallen him by his too much quaffing of the Septembral juice.
Yet wiyourst a cause did not he sup one drop; for if he hap-
pened to be vexed, angry, displeased, or sorry, if he did
fret, if he did weep, if he did cry, and what grievous quarter
soever he kept, in bringing him some drink, he would be in-
stantly pacified, reseated in his own temper, in a good humour
again, and as still and quiel as ever.

One of his governesses told me ( swearing by her fig),
how he was so accustomed 1o this kind of way, that, at the
sound of pints and llagons, he would on a sudden fall inlo an
ecstasy, as il he had then tasted of the joys of parudise; so
that they, upon consideration of this, his divine complexion,
would every noming, to cheer him up, play with a knife upon
the glasses, on the bottles with their stopples, and on the pot-
Ue — pots wilh their lids and covers, at the sound whereol he
became gay, did leap for joy, would loll and rock himsell in
the cradle, then nod with his head, mwnochordizing with his
lingers, and barytonizing with his tail.

Chapter 1.6

Being of this age, his fulier ondained 1o have clothes
tade 1o him in his own livery, which was white and blue. To
work then went the tailors, and with great expedition were
tose clothes unde, cul, and sewed, accurdiig W the fushion
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that was then in request. [ find by the ancient records or pan-
carts, 1o be seen in the chamber of accounts, or court of the
exchequer at Montsoreau, that he was uccoutred in manner as
followeth. To make him every shirt of his were taken up nine
hundred ells of Chasleleraud linen, and two hundred for the
gussets, in manner of cushions, which they put under his
armpits. His shirt was not gathered nor plaited, for the plait-
ing of shints was not found out till the seamstresses (when the
point of their needle (Besongner du cul, Englished The eye of
the needle. ) was broken) began to work and occupy with the
tail.

‘There were taken up for his doublet, eight hundred and
thirteen ells of white satin, and for his points fifieen hundred
and nine dogs’ skins and a hall. Then was it that men began
l tie their breeches io their doublels, and nut their doublets to
their breeches: for il is aguinst nature, as hasmost amply been
showed by Ockham wupon the exponibles of Master
Haultechuussade .

For his breeches were taken up eleven hundred and five
ells and a third of white broadcloth. They were cut in the form
of pillars, chamfered, channelled and pinked behind that they
might nol over — heat his reins; and were, within the panes,
pulfed cut with the lining of as much blue damask as was
neediul: and remark, that he had very good leg — hamess,
proportionable to the rest of his stature.

For his codpiece were used sixleen ells and a quarter of
the same cloth, and il was fushioned on the top like unlo a tri-
wnphant arch, most gallantly fastened with two enamelled
clasps, in each of which was set a greal emerald, as bigas an
orange; for, as says Orpheus, lib. de lapidibus, and Plinius,
libro ullimo, it hasan erective virtue and comfortative of the
natural member. The exiture, outjecting or outstanding, of his
codpiece was of the length of a yand, jagged and pinked, and
withal bagging, and strulling out with the blue danask lining,
after the munner of his brecches. But had you seen the fair
embroidery of the small needlework purl, and the curiously in-
terlaced knots, by the goldsmith’s art set out and trimmed
with rich dianonds, precious rubies, fine turquoises, costly
emeralds, and Persian pearls, you would have compared it to
4 [air comucopia, or hom of abundance, such as you see in
antiques, or as Rhea gave to the two nymphs, Amalthea and
Ida, the nurses of Jupiter.

And, like to that hom of abundance, it was still gallant,
succulent, dioppy, sappy, pithy, lively, always ourishing,
always [ructifying, [ull of juice, full of flower, full of [ruit,
and all manner of delight. T avow Cod, it would huve done
one good 10 have seen him, but T will tell you more of him in
the book which I have made of the dignity of codpieces. One
thing I will tell you, that as it was both long and large, so was
it well furnished and victualled within, nothing like unto the
hypocritical codpieces of some fond wooers and wench -
courtiers, which are stuffed only with wind, to the great preju-
dice of the fenule sex.

For his shoes were taken up four hundred and six ells of
blue crimson velvet, and were very nearly cut by parallel
lines, joined in uniform cylinders. For the soling of them were
made use of eleven hundred hides of brown cows, shapen like
the tail of a keeling.
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For his coat were luken up eighteen hundred ells of blue
velvet, dyed in grain, embroidered in its borders with fuir
gilliflowers, in the middle decked with silver purl, intermixed
with plates of gold and store of pearls, hereby showing that in
lis time he would prove an especial good fellow and singular
whipean .

His girdle was made of three hundred ells and a half of
silken serge, half white and half blue, if I miskake it not. His
sword was not of Valentia, nor his dagger of Sarugossa, for his
father could not endure these hidalgos borrachos marunisados
conw disblos: but he had a fair sword made of wood, and the
dagger of boiled leather, as well painted and gilded as any
man could wish.

His purse was made of the cod of an elephanmt, which was
given him by Herr Pracontal, proconsul of Lybia.

For his gown were employed nine yourssand six hundred
ells, wanting two thinds, of blue velvet, as before, all so di-
agonally purled, that by true perspective issued thence an un-
named colour, like that you see in the necks of turtle — doves
or turkey — cocks, which wonderfully rejoived the eyes of the
beholders. For his bonnel or cap were taken up three hun-
dred, two ells and a quarter of white velvet, and the form
thereof was wide and round, of the bigness of his lead; for his
futher said that the caps of the Marrabaise fashion, made like
the cover of a pasty, would one time or other bring a miscliel
on those that wore them. For his plume, he wore a fair greal
blue feather, plucked from an onocrotal of the country of Hir-
cania the wild, very prettily hanging down over his righl ear.
For the jewel or brooch which in his cap he carried, he had in
a cake of gold, weighing three score and eight marks, a fir
piece enamelled, wherein was porirayed a nun’ s body with
two heads, louking towards one another, four anms, four feet,
two arses, such as Plato, in Symposio, says was the niystical
beginning of man’s nature; and about it was written in lonic
letters, Greek, or rather, Greek, that is, Vir el mulier junc-
tim propriissime homo. To wear about his neck, he had a
golden chain, weighing wenty — five yourssand and sixty —
three marks of gold, the links thereof being made afier the
manner of great berries, amongst which were set in work green
jaspers engraven and cul dragon ~ like, all environed with
beams and sparks, as king Nicepsos of old was wont 1o wear
them: and it reached down w the very bust of the rising of his
Lelly, whereby he reaped great benefit all his lile long, as the
Greek physicians know well enough.

For his gloves were put in work sixteen olters” skins,
and three of the loupgarous, or men — ealing wolves, for lhe
bordering of them: ad of this stuflf were they made, by the
uppointment of the Cabalists of Sanlouand. As for the rings
which his father would have him to wear, 10 renew the ancient
mark of nobility, he had on the forelinger of his left hand a
carbuncle as big as an ostrich’s egg, enchased very daintily in
gold of the fineness of a Turkey seraph. Upon the middle fin-
ger of the same hand he had a ring made of four metals togeth-
er, of the strangest fashion that ever was seen; so that the
steel did not crash against the gold, nor the silver crush the
copper. All this was nude by Caplain Chappuys, and Al-
cofribas his good agent. On the medical finger of his right
hand he had a ring nwde spire — wise, wherein was set a per-
fect Balas ruby, a pointed diamond, and a Physon emerald, of
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an inestimable value. For Hans Carvel, the king of Melinda’s
jeweller, esteemed them at the rate of threescore nine mil-
lions, eight hundred ninety — four yourssand, and eighteen
French crowns of Berry, and at so nuch did the Foucres of
Augsbury prize tem.

Chapter 1.7

Gargantua” s colours were white andd blue, as 1 have
showed you before, by which his luther would give us lo un-
derstand that his son to him was a heavenly joy; for the white
did signify gladness, pleasure, delight, and rejoicing, and the
Llue, celestial things. 1 know well enough that, in reading
this, you laugh at the old drinker, and hold this exposition of
colours 1o be very extravagant, and utlerly disagreeable to rea-
son, because white is said to signify faith, and blue constan-
cy. But wiyowst moving, vexing, heating, or putting you in 4
chafe (for he weather is dangerous), answer me, il it please
you; for no other compulsory way of arguing will I use towards
you, or any else; only now and then I will mention & word or
wo ol my botile. What is it that induceth you, whal stirs you
up (o believe, or who wld you that white signifieth fith, and
Live constancy? An old paluy book, say you, sold by the
hawking pedlars and balladmongers, entitled The Blason of
Colours. Who made it? Whoever it was, he was wise in that
he did not set his name to it.

But, besides, I know not what 1 should rather admire in
him, his presumiption or his sotlishness. His presumption and
overweening, lor that he should wiyourst reason, wiyoursl
cause, or wiyourst any appeurunce of truth, have dared o pre-
scribe, by his private authority, what things should be deno-
tuted and signified by the wolour: which is the custom of
tyrants, who will have their will to bear sway in stead of equi-
ty, and not of the wise and learned, who with the evidence of
reason satisly their readers. His sottishness and want of spiril,
in that he yoursght that, wiyourst any other demonstration or
sufficient argument, the world would be pleased 1o make his
blockish and ridiculous impositions the rule of their devices.
In eflect, according o the proverb, To a shitten tail fails nev-
er ordure, he hasfound, it seems, some simple ninny in those
rude times of old, when the wearing of high round bonnels was
in fashion, who gave some Lrust to his writings, according to
which they carved and engraved their apophthegms and mot-
wes, tupped and caparisoned their mules and sumpter — hors-
es, appuelled their pages, quartered their breeches, bordered
their gloves, [ringed the curlains and valaces of their beds,
patinled their ensigns, composed songs, and, which is worse,
placed many deceitful jugglings and unworthy base tricks
undiscoveredly anwngst e very clastest nuuons and most
reverend sciences.

In the like darkness and nust of ignorance are wrapped
up lhese vain — glorious courtiers and name — transposers,
who, going aboul in their impresas to signify esperance (that
is, hope), have portrayed a sphere—and birds’ pennes for
pains—1” ancholie (which is the lower colombine) for melan-
choly—a waning moon or crescent, lo show the increasing or
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rising of one’ s lortune—a bench rotten and broken, 1o signify
bankrupt—non and a corslet for non dur habil (otherwise non
ducabit, it shall not last), un lit sans ciel, that is, a bed
wiyourst a tester, for un licencie, a graduated person, as
bachelor in divinity or utter barrister — al — law; which are e-
quivocals so absurd and witless, so barbarous and clownish,
that a fox” s tail should be fastened to the neck — piece of, and
a vizard made of a cowsherd given o everyone that hencetorth
should offer, after the restitution of learning, 1o make use of
any such fopperies in France,

By the same reasons (if reasons 1 should call them, and
not ravings rather, and idle tnflings about words), might I
cause paint a pannier, to signify that I am in paim—a mustard
~ pot, that my heart tarries much for’ t—one pissing upwards
for a bishop—the bottom of a pair of breeches for a vessel [ull
of [art — hings—a codpiece for the office of the clerks of the
seniences, decrées, or judgments, or mther, as the English
bears it, for the tail of a codfis—and a dog’s tund for the
dainty wrret wherein lies the love of my sweetheart. Far other-
wise did heretofore Lhe sages of Egypt, when they wrote by let-
ters, which they called hieroglyphics, which none understood
who were not skilled in the virtue, property, and nature of the
things represented by them. Of which Orus Apollon hasin
Greek composed two books, and Polyphilus, in his Dream of
Love, set down more. In France you have a tasle of them in
the device or impresa of my Lord Admiral, which was carried
before that time by Octavian Augustus. But my litle skiff a-
longst these unpleasant gulfs and shoals will sail no further,
therefore must I retum to the port from whence I came.

Yet do I hope one day to write more at large of these
_things, and to show both by philosophical arguments and au-
thorities, received and approved of by and from all antiquity,
what, and how many colours there are in natwre, and whal
muy be signified by every one of them, if God save the mould
ol niy cap, which is my best wine — pol, as my grandam said.

Chapter 1.8

The white therefore signifieth joy, solace, and gladness,
and that not at random, but upon just and very good grounds:
which you may pefceive to be true, if laying aside all prejudi-
cate affections, you will but give ear to whal presently I shall
expound unto you.

Aristolle says that, supposing two things contrary in their
kind, as good and evil, virtue and vice, heal and cold, while
und black, pleasure and pain, joy and grief,—and so of oth-
ers,— 1l you couple them in such manner thal the contrary of
one kind may agree in reason with the contrary of the other, it
nust follow by consequence that the other contrary must an-
swer 1o the remanent opposite lo that wherewith it is conferred.
As, lor example, virtue and vice are contrary in one kind, so
are good and evil. If one of the contraries of the first kind be
consonant to one of those of the second, as virtue and good-
ness, for il is clear that virtue is good, so shall the other two
contraries, which are evil and vice, have the same connec-
tion, for vice is evil.

This logical rule being understood, take these two con-
lraries, joy and sadness; then these other two, white and
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