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Abstract

In recent years, the excellent performance in economy of clusters has atiracted the at-
tention of scholars on economic, management and sociological fields. Traditional studies have
affirmed the effect of innovation network on technology innovation of enterprises in cluster,
and looked upon it as one of the sources of competition advantage of clusters.

However, in the practical studies of some clusters in Pearl River Delta, Guangdong
Province, we finds that the function of innovation network of government leading type for
technological innovation of enterprises is gradually weakened. The functions of innovation net-
work leading by big enterprises are in growth. It means that the type of innovation network
which drives technological innovation of enterprises is in the continuously evolvement. The
difference between theory and practice make us pay more attention in this question ;

In the development progress of traditional industry clusters in China, what functions do
the innovation network bave in technology innovation of SMEs in Industrial Clusters? And
how about it’s transformation?

The present clusters theory based on static viewpoint affirms the functions of innovation
network , and only pays attention to the affect of innovation network on technological innova-
tion in enterprises, which ignored the reaction of the increase of enterprise innovation ability
to innovation network. This kind of study is not useful for the complete analyses of the func-
tions of innovation network. Furthermore, it is difficult to explain the development of innova-
tion network in some industry clusters in Pearl River Delta. Therefore, we try to analyze the
development of innovation network in these clusters and the effect of it on the technology in-
novation of SMEs.

In this book, some economical and management theories are used, and the lock indus-
try clusters in Xiaolan town are used as study case. According to analyses of evolvement
processes of cluster innovation mechanisms from government leading type to big enterprise

leading type, and based on dynamic visual, it is discussed here the effect of the innovation
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cooperative relationship of the two main represent forms of innovation network on technologi-
cal innovation of SMEs in the development of traditional industry clusters in Pearl River Delta
and their evolvement. That is “between government and SMEs” as well as “between big
and small enterprises”. The conclusion is:

In the development of clusters, the functions of the two innovation cooperative relation-
ship “between government and SMEs” and “big and small enterprises” in the technologi-
cal innovation of SMEs are in a processes of development. Along with SMEs participating
gradually in dividing-work of big enterprises and increasing the technological innovation
ability of enterprises, the useful innovation cooperative relationship of technological innova-
tion in SMEs will transform from “between government and SMEs” to *between big and
small enterprises”. This kind of change is an adaptability adjustment of innovation network
when innovation ability of enterprises and dividing condition are changed. The result is useful
for the innovation network to promote the technology innovation ability of SMEs and the de-
velopment of enterprises in clusters.

Most case data in the book are collected in 2004 ~ 2005 during our investigation in lock
clusters, Xiaolan Town, Zhongshan City. The study methods include theoretical deduction
and case analysis, we collected data through visiting and questionnaire methods.

The book is divided into five chapters. The first chapter outlines the background and re-
cent situation related to this book. The second chapter is devoted to a critical review of exist-
ing concerned literatures. The third is theoretical frame, on the basis of some economics and
management theories; we discussed the function of two different innovation cooperative rela-
tionships on technology innovation of SMEs in industrial clusters and its evolvement, and de-
duced the theoretical viewpoint in the book. The fourth is case study; we used the lock clus-
ter in Xiaolan Town, Zhongshan City. The last chapter is the conclusion.

The book’s theoretical and case innovation mainly lies in the following: firstly, dynamic
research method, and the attention on the reaction of the increase of technological innovation
ability in SMEs to innovation network, will help to give an objective evaluation of innovation
network in the development of clusters; secondly, this article provides a new cluster case,

and then offsets the scarcity of Chinese cluster cases.
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