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Liu Yue, member of Chinese Photographers
Association, senior engineer.Born in 1956 in
Shihezi, Xinjiang and his photography collection
on Xinjiang scenery of Access to Nature was
published and his individual Photography works
on natural scenic view have been exhibited for

many times.
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The New Photography Works
Being Full of Inspiration

Mr. Liu Yue doesn't like smoking and drinking alcohol, doesn't like social activities and hasn't
other hobbies and only is very interested in the photography. Often spends free time to engage in
the creation of photography. In 2005 he published his first photography collection of photography
collection on Xinjiang scenery of Access to Nature and has won good appraisal of the readers.
Since then he has more interest to photography creation and always takes the camera to Tianshan
Mountains in holidays. He also pays attention to the accumulation on photography materials. At
present, his second photography collection——The Bright Moon Rising from Tianshan Mountains
will be published after three years of his first works collection.

This is the big format album with 300 pieces of works. The photography works include
various scenes of North Tianshan, Central Tianshan, South Tianshan even the transfrontier West
Tianshan. It is very precious through the album expressing the feature of Tianshan all over by
himself creation. Mr. Liu Yue has finished the photography series originated not only his love and
seek for art, moreover is the special passion between him and Tianshan Mountains. He was born
in the foot of Tianshan and Tianshan has recorded his growth. When he engaged in photography
creation, the rich photography materials offered the inspiration to him. The lofty and holy Tianshan
makes him adore and worship, at the same time he gets the spiritual baptism and much creation
inspiration:----- So in his heart has remained the deep memory on Tianshan, therefore, the series
of these works can be said being identity of object and him, a product of integration scenarios,
with a specific artistic realm.

The photo of the album mostly displays the grand, vast, vigorous and epic Tianshan
Mountains; and exactly has the style of the Han and Tang Dynasties. However the works are the
real image of Tianshan, in addition to the creation of the art processing attributes, but also their
own natural attributes, such as geological structure, landscape and geographical environment,
etc. So this series is one inosculating art and science.

There is another feature, which is to introduce the natural environment and scenes with the
text and illustrated in details, bring out the best in each other, so that this series has both aesthetic
value and the value of science and education, it has also the practical value guiding the tourism,
etc. | believe it will be widely welcomed by the readers.

August, 2008 in Beijing
(The author is the consultant of Chinese Photographers Association and former Vice Chairman of
Chinese Photographers Association)




Vg,

i t ¥* ‘

s 7 S



H ¥ Contents

F ZRENX—H T Foreword The New Photography Works Being Full of Inspiration Ywan Yiping
BEdgE %) B The Vast Sea of Clouds Liu Yue

£—= JtXW /11 Chapter One North Tianshan /11

#g—-= kXl /103 Chapter Two Central Tianshan /103

=% BmXWL /168 Chapter Three South Tianshan /168

EME mARWL (TI) /205 Chapter Four West Tianshan ( Transfrontier) /205

AERL X 3k The Inspiration Being Originated from Tianshan Mountains L/iu Yue

faic BB KWEERT #Aut Afterword  The Unforgettable Love for Tianshan Mountains Fan Jiaojian




OX) BK Liu Yue

&0 2o ik m]

The Vast Sea of Clouds
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"The bright moon rising from Tianshan Mountains and shows the vast sea of clouds. The wind
is fanning thousands of kilometers, and passing through the Yumen Pass'. The poem by poet Li
Bai of Tang Dynasty was left everlasting and has given the mystical image for the grand Tianshan
Mountains.

The Grand Tianshan Mountains is the big mountain of the center of Asia with the total length
of 2500 km, the width of 250-300 km, and the mountain massif of the north Pamir with the most
width of 800 km. The ridges and peaks are overlapping with the grand style and east—west
direction. The central and east section of it is in Xinjiang, the west section is in the boundary of
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. Tianshan Mountains in Xinjiang has the length of 1700 km, the width
of 200-300 km, which is made up by the drape mountain of North Tianshan, Central Tianshan
and South Tianshan with the position of being high on the west and low on the east, the ridge line
elevation over 4000 m.

The special geography environment erects the grand, vast and beautiful scenes of Xinjiang.
The main peak of Tianshan Tomor Peak has the elevation of 7435 m; Khantengri Peak, the
elevation of 6995 m. These high peaks are in Xinjiang and the tops are covered by snow. The




three big rivers such as Syr Darya, Chu River and lli River all originate. The numerous ice peaks
and snow mountains have grown up more than 6890 glaciers and brought the rich ice reserves.
The solid reservoirs become the origination of the rivers and lakes. The snow water converges
into over 200 rivers, which moisten and irrigate the wide oasis of both south and north of Tianshan
Mountains. The towering and steep mountains are inlayed hundreds of lakes, the lakes own the
unique version and full of magical charm, which are jade pool (Heavenly Pool) on Mount Bogda,
Sayram Lake with vast green and clear water, poetic Swan Lake of Bayanbulak, the biggest fresh
water lake in China Bosten Lake, the dry Lop Nor and the second lowest land Aydingkol Lake.

Tianshan Mountains have the good forest, grassland and beautiful scenes. The wide flowers
are covered in spring; it is all green in summer, is colorful in autumn and is enveloped by the
snow and ice in winter. Between the ridges and mountains, there are basins and valleys, which
are the famous Hami Basin, Turpan Basin and lli Valley. The fertile land and abundant water and
grass produce the excellent native pastures.

Although the many snow mountains are covered by ice and snow yearly, but there are rich
animal and plants resources under 3000 m snow line, where the wide flowers are covered in
spring, it is all green in summer, is colorful in autumn and the snow covers on the pine in the mid
winter. The spruce and towering pine grow in the valleys under the foot of Tomor Peak and Bogda
Peak. On the north and south slopes of Tomor Peak, there are dense forests and the important
timber producing zone. There are over 80 kinds of offcinal such as fritillaria, Sinkiang Arnebia
Root, henbane, Fineleaf Schizonepeta herb and Motherwort herb, etc. growing on grassland
and forest plain; field rose and radix codonopsitis growing in the spruce forest; the flowers are
blooming on the subalpine meadow; the blooming snow lotus grow surrounding the snowline and
emanate fragrance and bring the vigor to the ice and snow world. Tianshan region is also the
gene bank of better pasture, the Gramineae plants reach 55 kinds, in which there are the good
pasture such as many sheep fescues, the early grown up standing grain, the alkali grass, Siberia
silver grass, sand growing thatch, wide oat grass and rye, the wild alfalfa and sweet clover, etc.
and play the important role for developing stockbreeding.

Tianshan Mountain is in the inner land and has the typical continental climate, many regions
are very dry and have little rain and are suitable for developing stockbreeding. Ili district on the
north of Tomor Peak takes the herding mainly and is famous for breeding horse. The ancient
heavenly horse was breeding in here and later called lli horse which has enjoyed high reputation
till now. It alsois the main region for breeding charger and producing horse and breed cow, sheep
and camel. Moreover the slope plain of Tomor Peak is suitable for planting crop. Aksu rice has
over hundreds of years history and had been the tribute to the court of Qing Dynasty. Tianshan
region is the hometown of fruits and melons. The grape, alfalfa, benne, sweet melons being sent

from Western Region and were brought the inner land through here. There are more than 10
kinds of fruit tree in Wensu County on the south of Tomor Peak, which mainly are apple, walnut,
grape, peach, apricot, pear, Russian olive and red jujube, the various fruits are apple, walnut and
apricot.

Tianshan Mountains are divided Xinjiang into two parts, which is Tarim Basin in south and
Junggar Basin in north. As Tianshan Mountains hunch between Tarim Basin and Junggar Basin
and become the dividing line of climate. Tarim Basin is surrounded by high mountains, the
climate is dry and has many deserts, only on the edge oasis could be planted grain, cotton
and fruits. The northwest peripheral mountains are not very high and have the nick, the air flow
could enter into from Atlantic and the Arctic Ocean, the moister climate is suitable for growing
spring wheat, cotton and fruits, which have good pasture, developed stockbreeding. There are
spruce forests on the north slope, many mountainous prairie, the plants distribution has distinct
change. The spruce forests grow between the elevations from 1600 m to 2800 m and are the
main forest resources. Ili River, Manas River and Aksu River being originated from Tianshan have
very large oasis and are the main farm regions of Xinjiang. Ili River is rich in apple; Turpan Basin
is growing grape. There are wide grassland for breeding the good varieties of Ili horse, Yaniji
horse and Xinjiang fine wool sheep. There are the resources of iron, nonferrous metal and the
forest resources, mineral resources (coal, oil, copper, zinc, gold and salt, etc.) and the tourism
resources are very abundant.

Tianshan Mountains have been the important passageway between China, Central Asia and
West Asia from ancient times. South and North Muzart River on the east of Tomor Peak was the
main lateral of old Silk Road. Xijun princess and Jieyou princess married with Wusu king in West
Han Dynasty passed through the way. The well known Buddha Tang Xuanzang of Tang Dynasty
traversed here and started a pilgrimage for Buddhist scriptures to India in about 629 AD. He
took the live description to the adventurous environment on the belt of Tomor Peak in his work
of Western Region Note of Tang Dynasty. It was said that the great man, Genghis Khan once
climbed on Bogda Peak and met the predicant Qiu Chuji came from west. Emperor Tangtaizong
set up the Jade Pool Frontier Command, which administered Tianshan region. During Emperor
Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty (1736-1795), the ruler Ming Liang of Xinjiang once climbed on
Bogda Peak and Heavenly Pool, inspected the topography and digged mountains for piloting and
built the monument near the ditch of Heavenly Pool. There are many scenic spots and historical
sites near it and established several ancient monasteries, and also built Fulong Temple during
Emperor Qianlong of Qing Dynasty, which were built by the flashed brick, iron and tile, so it was
called Tiewa Temple. It also has the relics of Dongyue Temple on the west of Heavenly Pool .
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The Satellite Picture of Tianshan Mountains
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West Tianshan Mountains (Transfrontier)

33.Karatau Mountain  34.Altaw Mountain in Tanas 35.Kyrgyz Mountain 36.Altaw
Mountian outer Ili 37.Altaw Mountain in Junggur 38.Altaw Mountain in Kungay
39.Altaw Mountain in Tiersike 40.Fergana Mountain
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Chapter One North Tianshan
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Tianshan Mountains chain is the large compound chain spanning the center of Asia and
is made up of the different trend mountains. The plane is like the shape of irregular X shape
within the boundary country, the meeting point is on llionhabirga Mountain of North Tianshan
(the southwest of Urumgi City). The North Tianshan has the total length of 1300 km and is
divided into east section and west section.

The west section of North Tianshan is on the boundaries between China and Kazakhstan in
west, and extends to Tianger Mountain with the trend from east to west in the east side. Which
is Biezintaw Mountain, Kegulzin Mountain, Bolholor Mountain llionhabirga Mountain, and
Tianger Mountain. The position is low gradually from the east and west side of llionhabirga
Mountain, it is not only one of the highest peaks of North Tianshan, but also is the meeting—
point second to Tomor—Khantengri Mountain knot. Manas River origination is the center,
there are 21 peaks with the elevation over 5000 m, the highest is 5289 m, which is the section
of assembling 1440 modern glaciers with an total area of 1566 sqg.km, taking 16.4% of our
country. It has many precipitation and advantageous ecology and environment, and is the
mountain of most forest of Tianshan region.

The east section of North Tianshan is made up of Bogda Mountain, Balikun Mountain, Karlik
Mountain, Maysinul Mountain with the trend from east to west. There are two high points, one
is Bogda Peak with the elevation of 5445 m, the other is Karlik mountain, which has the highest
peak with the elevation of 4888 m. There are modern glaciers spread on the two peaks and
become the source region of many rivers. The only glacier with plain top of our country is on
Karlik Peak region although it isn't very large but is unique.
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Bogda Peak ——the Symbol of Grand Xinjiang

Bogda means "deity" in Mongolian and is located on east section of Tianshan with the
length of 330 km, the width of 40-70 km.There are 7 mountains with the height over 5000 m
from west to east like the Triones, the highest is Bogda Peak with the elevation of 5445 m, the
first highest peak of East Tianshan, which is in Fukang City of Changji Prefecture of Xinjaing
and is 60 km away from Urumai. The main peak of Bogda is connected by right and left peaks
with the lofty scene and is deemed as the symbol of Xinjiang. The glacier and snow on the top
of Bogda Peak remain all the year round, the silver light is shining and it has rich resources
under the rolling hills. The snow lotus and some nameless flowers are growing on the sand
stone being covered by the ice and snow; the snow leopard and snow cock are growing above
the snowline; the Chevreuil are running in the pine forest, mushroom are growing everywhere;
there are medicinal material of Dangshen, Astragalus root and fritillarria thunbergii, the mineral
of copper, iron and mica. Between the middle mountain regions of 1600-2800 m, the forest
and meadow plants show the beautiful scenery, the famous Heavenly Pool is within the spruce
forest.




A

Bogda Peaks
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The Setting Sun over Bogda Peék
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