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Childhood

Born James Cleveland Owens on September. 12, 1913, in Oakville,

Ala., Jesse Owens was often ill as a child, suffering from both "chronic

bronchial congestion and several bouts of “pneumonia. Inadequate

ettered the world ecord in the 220-yard

: 2) pneumonia [nju:'maunja] n. fifi%
* 3) drawl [drozl] n. FRERE 35 77 0
4) hi-jinksskhigh jink 50 [ 5t 5%
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4:00—With his 22.6 seconds in the 220-yard low hurdles, he became the

first person to break 23 seconds in the event.

In 45 minutes, he established three world records and tied another. Some
credit Owens with setting five world records, saying he also beat the marks for
the 200 meters and 200-meter low hurdles.

In his junior year at Ohio State, Owens competed in 42 events and won
them all, including four in the Big Ten Championships, four in the "NCAA
Championships, two in the *"AAU Championships and three at the Olympic Trials.

1936 Olympics in Berlin

Owens’ story in Berlin is one of a '"high-profile sports star making a
statement that '“transcended athletics, spilling over into the world of global
politics. Berlin, Yon the verge of World War II, was ""bristling with Nazism,
red-and-black “'swastikas flying everywhere. Brown-shirted '*Storm Troopers
"goose-stepped while Adolf Hitler postured, '"harangued, threatened. A
""montage of evil was played over the chillingly familiar Nazi *"anthem:
“"Deutschland Uber Alles.”

This was the background for the 1936 Olympics. When Owens finished

pa43

competing, the African-American son of a “'sharecropper and the grandson of

slaves had single-handedly crushed Hitler’s myth of ™’ Aryan supremacy.
Owens gave four ““virtuose performances, winning gold medals in the

100- and 200- meter dashes, the long jump and on America’s 4x100 relay team.

Score: Owens 4, Hitler 0.
010



In Germany, the Nazis *portrayed African-Americans as inferior and
ridiculed the United States for relying on “black **auxiliaries.” One German
official even complained that the Americans were letting “non-humans, like
Owens and other Negro athletes” compete.

But the German people felt otherwise. Crowds of 110,000 cheered him
in Berlin’s *glittering Olympic Stadium and his *autograph or picture was
sought as he walked the streets.

On August 3, the 5-foot-10, 165-pound Owens won his first final, taking
the 100 meters in 10.3, *’edging out Ralph Metcalfe, also an African-
American.

The next day, Owens was almost out of the long jump shortly after
qualifying began. He *"fouled on his first two jumps, though he was *"stunned
when officials counted a practice run down the runway and into the pit as an
attempt.

With one jump remaining, Luz Long, a tall, blue-eyed, blond German long
jumper who was his *stiffest competition, introduced himself. He suggested
that Owens make a mark several inches before the takeoff board and jump from
there to play it safe. Owens took the advice, and qualified.

{ 9) NCAA EllNational Collegiate Athletic Association,  21) Deutschland Uber Alles #i%, &b “Mad |
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10) AAU HlAmateur Athletic Union (of the United 22) sharecropper [[eakropa] n. {4 .
States), C(RE) WREFHES 23) Aryan supremacy HER| 20, FranmpsE
11) high-profile = i1, FEHM 24) virtuoso [ve:tju'suzeu] n. 7TEH, B4R
+ 12) transcend [treen'send)] v. i HE 0. BT ARSI .
13) on the verge of #£ift 25) portray [pa:'trei] v. #i4: :
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In the finals that afternoon, Long’s
fifth jump matched Owens’ 25-10.
But Owens leaped 26-3% on his next
attempt and won the gold medal with
a final jump of 26-5%. The first to
congratulate the Olympic record holder
was Long, who looked like the model
Nazi but wasn’t.

“It took a lot of courage for him
to befriend me in front of Hitler,”
Owens said. “You can melt down all
the medals and cups I have and they
wouldn’t be a plating on the 24-karat

friendship I felt for Luz Long at that
moment. Hitler must have gone crazy
watching us embrace. The sad part of the story is I never saw Long again. He

was killed in World War I1.” Owens, though, would continue to *’correspond

with Long’s family.

In the 200-meter dash on August 5, Owens won in an

Olympic record of 20.7 seconds, beating out Macliw“" Wehd
Robinson, the older brother of Jackie Robinson.

That was supposed to be the end of Owens’ Olympic participation. But
from *“’out of the blue, Owens and Metcalfe replaced Marty Glickman and
Sam Stoller, the only Jews on the U.S. track team, on the 4x100-meter relay.

The rumor was that the Nazi “hierarchy had asked U.S. officials not

to humiliate Germany further by using two Jews to add to the gold medals

. 33) correspond [koris'pond] v. 39) endorsement [in'do:smant] n. &5 8 H
34) out of the blue 58k, Bk Z shih 40) even-keeled %[ :
35) hierarchy [‘haisra:ki] n. Zi7a &4 41) magnanimous [meeg'neenimas] adj. %% A& :
36) acquiesce [.eekwi'es] v. BRI, #13[FEZE  42) bestow [bi'stau] v. 45 F

o 37 leadoff ['li:dof] n. - -[El &, B 43) posthumously ['postjumesli] adj. L5, &/5H

38) ticker-tape parade f# A XXX X 44) unrivaled [an'rivald] adj. FCEF) '
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the African-Americans already had won. Glickman blamed U.S. Olympic
Committee president Avery Brundage for *“acquiescing to the Nazis.

On August 9, the 4x100 relay tearﬁ, with Owens running *leadoff, won by
15 yards and its world-record time of 39.8 seconds would last 20 years.

Life Afterwards

Upon Owens’ return to
New York and a *"ticker-
tape parade, he had to

ride the freight elevator

to a reception in his honor
at the Waldorf-Astoria. He was
treated as a kind of curiosity. When
“endorsements didn’t come his way,
he made money by, among other activities,
running against horses and dogs.

“People said it was degrading for an Olympic champion
to run against a horse, but what was I supposed to do-” Owens

said. “I had four gold medals, but you can’t eat four gold medals.”

Owens wasn’t complaining. That wasn’t his style. He believed it was his
job “to try to make things better.”

“When I came back to my native country, after all the stories about Hitler, I
couldn’t ride in the front of the bus,” Owens said. “I had to go to the back door.
I couldn’t live where I wanted. I wasn’t invited to shake hands with Hitler, but I
wasn’t invited to the White House to shake hands with the President, either.”

A remarkably *”

even-keeled and ‘’magnanimous human being, Owens
never rubbed it in. Just as sure as he knew fascism was evil, he also knew his
country had a way to go too in improving life for African-Americans.

Not until the fifties did he achieve financial security, becoming a public
speaker for corporations and opening a public-relations firm. -

In a 1950 Associated Press poll, he was voted the greatest track and field

013



star for the first half of century, outpolling Jim
Thorpe by almost three to one.

In 1976, President Ford presented Owens
with the Medal of Freedom, the highest honor

the U.S. can “’bestow upon a civilian.

Owens, a-pack-a-day smoker for 35 years,
died of lung cancer at age 66 on March 31,
1980 in Tucson, Ariz.

Four years later, a street in Berlin was |
renamed in his honor.

A decade after his death, President
Bush “’posthumously awarded Owens the
Congressional Medal of Honor. Bush called |
his victories in Berlin “an *“unrivaled athletic

triumph, but more than that, a triumph for all
- humanity.” (edited by Louisa Wang)
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i State, he was not a good student but he was easily the
swiftest on the track. Ohio Statelg B Z HM T A%, £EAIE X
FEFRIEIN 32 K 22 7 A $Buniversity—igis & 3k _

2) Big Ten Championships: +ABEIFE. +XBBMETEH
*&: Big Ten Conference, €3I F1896%, Hi=E 2 FiFMINEKlR
BFRERAREE. N0t ENFBERI T ABEER A LRSS
BHHAXFEN. ENH-CAERER, BRESIATRFRAS.

BT1946F ZMBRFIRE THABE, HAFBMN+AREENESSH
MIFAFER. +TABRBRRAR—MEBHS, MARE GRS
BE.

3) In his only long jump, he leaped 26-8 1/4, a world record that
would last 25 years. 1h4b26-8 1/42#526FHRBX1/4%~, £428.13
K. FTXPHBAMBTHEORRRINET A8,

A XFHBMyardis, RBXEEEHRGSNENEDERHE ho—
MEFKERN, EFIHRHIGET, 40.9144%,

5) Some credit Owens with setting five world records, saying he also
beat the marks for the 200 meters and 200-meter low hurdles. X
marksE B 7 Zrecords (igR) .

6) With one jump remaining, Luz Long, a tall, blue-eyed, blond
German long jumper who was his stiffest competition, introduced
himself. competitionZEtt 4 2 “HE4E” WER, BwhEEiHE
=R ABES33F Hcompetition T R Rcompetitor, {EATElifhe is a
great competitor, 27 Aifthis competitor did not lose courage.

7) "When | came back to my native country, after all the stories about
Hitler, | couldn't ride in the front of the bus,” Owens said. “I had to
go to the back door. | couldn’t live where | wanted. | wasn'’t invited
to shake hands with Hitler, but | wasn't invited to the White House to
shake hands with the President, either.” BERRARMNEE, T
EXXEOMHEENBEERTR. EECHNOME, SENEAR
RTWEAFREALRBEIR, EREAFTURY, BRELES
EMRE, BABLENL. SASHEBDEMSHERNERYX
#, AEMSKTERGANBEFRE, BT %R
REE.

8) Jim Thorpe: HREFAMEHMALEH + FLE (Jim Thorpe) , HETF
18884F5H28H . £RBHKYUM IR G MM #k—HFaIRm, 8
RETHEBRMEHN LA A RESMES, FAMAEERD S5
2, BHRPEMERZIREE (National Football League, NFL)

BE—TEITK.

015



egendary Olympic Stories

SEARAERKEREH L XL K
e —AAY ., BT RAF RN, ik
RESTIEE SITR T A R AR

¥ #1960 Ao -§ 18 X —F Ao in SLAK T

HIEHEHAKILR - BAFH: i
. LR, WERKFH.

Ran a, :

i Hd Went Wil
eBxallT, tRRTT

M by M.B. Roberts |
1] Lo

016



