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met Olivia in St. John’s Harbour. I was diving, my first scuba dive.

When you're underwater, everything is imbued with significance.

Olivia’s legs, the blue lobster with his back arched, the black humpback

. that we had swum beside. The slow motion aspect makes you feel like

- you're in a movie. This is important, remember this. Olivia beckoned

. me. She had surfaced and I saw her hand plunge into the lid of the sea

and wave me up. | came up. I broke the surface. [ grasped her hand and

looked into her face. Through the tempered glass of my mask things

looked wonky, larger than life. I had breathed underwater for the first

time and my partner, a stranger until this buddy dive, was Olivia, and 1

realized I had torn through some dimension and was falling in love with her.
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She was oblivious to this love. She drove a pickup and smoked
Dunbhills and listened to Will Oldham. She would screw me that
night but she was impervious to love. She was enjoying herself. She
said, Help me off with this, will you?

She was leaning against the back of her open tailgate. The sun
sinking over the arterial road trickled across the neoprene of her
wetsuit. She wanted me to peel off her wetsuit. I grabbed the black

wet fabric and tugged at her thighs as she smoked.

That, she said. Wasn’t that something.
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We had swum down to a recently discovered Spanish galleon. It
was as if we had descended back in time five hundred years. There
was a relationship between depth and history—you always had to dig
for ruins. Olivia lived on the road up to Signal Hill. We packed our
regulators and tanks and flotation vests in a black plastic tub in the
back of her truck. She wore earrings that reminded me of Barcelona.
We drove to the top of the city listening to Will Oldham. She had a
guitar and she had written one beautiful song. Olivia was tender and

had a face that would go through a lot.

EAVE T % 2 R AR R NG — AL BT KA, IR
e 2| AF AT, REAH LA EHEEFX R HREBRIFHAE
T2, FREE, LA g B EHKA R LGRS, Kl
oo A R RAMAR A RAF WG DT EE TG —ALEH
22, RBHFTRERARTEET AR, ZNHTHERR - RRI1E
B, FERIRTHRS L. A —Tfede, LEL—HHTH
K, BAGREF, AAHEKRAHGRE,




BENE

There was a bottle of Bushmills in her glove compartment. She
had two Duralex glasses and ice in a cooler. She poured me a drink.
We sat on the hood of her GMC and looked out on the city we
both loved, that had nurtured us and taught us that small things
can be fruitful and an antidote to the big life. The city spread out
from the harbour apron like many rows of teeth and the light on the
renovated church shone out the Harbour Narrows to guide ships
into port. We drank our whiskey and leaned against each other, the
ice cubes touching my lip as we stared at the sea which held a vast
green and white sculpture of an iceberg, and a lonely humpback

curved its back towards us. It was easy to feel like that humpback
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was in us. That we were making that humpback sing. But it was Will
Oldham and the city that were telling us to live. Olivia was a woman
who, after she took me home and we made love, would leave her
sunglasses on the stove and they melted into the drip pan on her
back burner.

[ have to go soon, she said.

[ listened to this.

You can come, she said. If you behave,

I'm in love with you, I said.

I don’t want to hear that. I'm too young for that.
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She had a booking on
the Argentia ferry. It was
fourteen hours to North
Sydney. She had a tent
and some poems to write
and I could come with
her if I behaved and split

the gas.
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