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I and Shizhong are old friends. From the mid seventies of the last
century, our friendship has never whithered. Although we’ve had
few opportunities to get together, we ve never ceased to pay close
attention to each others’ lives and art. When TianJin people’s
fine arts ‘Publishing House invited me to write the forward for
Shizhong’ s new book, I relished in this opportunity to record my
thoughts on this superb painter

To my knowledge, it has been over ten years since Shizhong and his
family immigrated from China to the western suburbs of Chicago

During these years in the United States, Shizhong Yan’s life
and career have been a breeze. He has painted great numbers of
portraits, primarily of people and scenery, topics which are among
his strongest points. There are many famous galleries that have
his paintings on display and for sale. His paintings are highly
praised, loved and collected by a wide range of art aficionados.
It’s not surprising then to note that he is one of the finest
Chinese American painters, and one of the most successful ones as
well. Of his recent work, he has said: “To be successful in the
United States I must cater to the art market, but more importantly
I must adhere to my own artistic standards. Once I reached the
balance between these two requirements, I found my place and felt
I had space to continue to develop artistically.” Of his past:
“Even today, I still use the knowledge gained from my instructors
during my post—graduate studies at the National Art Academy of
China, and the principles apply today as well as they did then. In
my experience, the Chinese art education system teaches extremely
valuable material.” It’s commonly known that Chinese art education
leans heavily on perfecting the basics, and that’s the reason for
its vitality. It’s said that deeper roots bring greater prosperity

This is the basic developmental rule, which is also a profoundly
logical process for art creation. Especially for oil paintings, a
good foundation is critically important. A good painter must study
to achieve expertise in all art cultures and traditions, past and
present. A painter also needs a strong foundation in structuring
and composition, as well as an in—depth grasp of shading and color

Additionally, it’s important to stand out with a personal style.
He must guide the overall rhythm of the painting, letting unique
artistic expression naturally flow through. A proper painting
should look comfortable and appropriate, with a harmonious collage
of color, and well-considered contrast. Such a painting should be
intense and mesmerizing, while at the same time, serene. The artist
should “Stem from details to achieve overall”, and naturally blend
those details into a cohesive, appropriate, final product. All above
qualities, however basic, are the ”“language of art” that painters
can’t live without and spend their lives trying to perfect, because
these are the very qualities sought foremost in any critic’s mind
when judging the artistic achievement of a painter and the quality
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'so beautiful that words can hardly describe.
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Yidong Wang

of his paintings. Less attainable, but just as important, is that
painters have a “gift”, a natural talent that cannot be taught.
The only way to fully express such a talent is to perpetually

enjoy art, and te bear its fruits with endless motivation. To a
true artist, art is a state of being and a way of life. All else
are tools at his disposal to lead such a way of life. I have

long been familiar with Shizhong’s paintings, and I have always
esteemed his work.” Upon seeing his recent works in the United
States, I was again reminded of Shizhong’s firm foundation, and
again convinced that he is an exceptionally talented artist.

In addition to Shizhong Yan’s thorough mastery of the basics,
and distinct personal style, he possesses a variety of unique
qualities. He has an extraordinary feel for shading and color.
His composition is solid, his people are structured and yet
full of life, his colors are rich yet harmonious, and his pen
strokes are nimble and free. There are many rhythmic variations
and fantastic colors in his paintings. He’'s very particular
about the usage of pen strokes and colors, just as traditional
paintings are particular about the usage of “pens and ink”. He
thinks this is the key to expression in oil paintings and what
gives them charm. His paintings exhibit Russian Expressionist and
French Impressionist style, but blend in the essence of Chinese
traditional paintings. They are rich in content and deep in
meaning. They stand the test of time, while allowing any audience
to savor a poignant after taste. He brings spirit into art and
truth to expression, all the while displaying the deeply-rooted
essence of the Chinese school of oil painting

This book is a selection of Shizhong Yan’s work with an emphasis
on scenery and animals. While we enjoy these beautiful paintings,
we can also acquire some spirit of today’ s art in the United
States. Many pieces feature scenery in Qingdao, the artist’s
hometown. They are poetry from deep inside the artist that express
a peaceful love of his homeland, and prove to be truly touching.
Shizhong Yan also depicts a series of horses with his uniquely
unrestrained touches, and in a class of his own. He utilizes the
depth relationships between his subjects, mixes in a touch of
realism with space for imagination, and achieves surreal images
Every painting is
a splendid work of untouched mastery which can undoubtedly be
adored by many. These paintings are a testament to the artist’s
incredible talent, exuberant creativity, and unusual spirit and
passion for art.

Shizhong Yan is an outstanding and mature modern day artistic
genius. I love his paintings and highly recommend his work. I
would like to take this opportunity finally to give Shizhong my
sincerest wishes that his art and career grow and prosper.
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