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« Partl Dialogue

collectivism individualism  go out of one’s way self-reliance
meddle in let go rewarding make it on one’s own
doom Confucius

You are going to hear a dialogue about the differences between Chinese and

=

American way of life. Before listening, discuss the

questions below.

1. What are some differences between Chinese and American
family structures?

2. How are their concepts about family different?

B  Now listen to the dialogue and fill in the chart below.

China . , America
Society based on -
Families in general ‘ ) close
o ~ Parents’ role
When children become adults )
Parents are proud of 3 /

C  Listen (0 the dialogue again and write T (true), F (false) or NG (not given) beside

the following statements.

( ) 1. There aren’t many kids in America who will let their parents tell them what
to do.
( ) 2. Most American parents don’t really care about their kids and they just let them
go their own way.
) 3. Chinese children prefer their parents interfere with their personal affairs.
) 4. American parents express their love of family in a different way from Chinese
parents.
( ) 5. Chinese culture and American culture are so different that sometimes there
is culture shock when people from the two countries meet.

b
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Part I Remember, We 're Raising

Ny Children, Not Flowers! —

mower level pane shatter
destruction slippery veritable give sb. a lecture
puddle clean up make a mess restore

sponge mop renowned remark *

A Listen to the first part of the passage and fill in the blanks.

One day when David taught his seven-year-old son Kelly how to push the
(1) around the yard, Kelly pushed it right through the _ 2)
atthe  (3) of the lawn. David began to  _ (4) _when he saw
what had happened since he had put a lot of (5) and (6)
into making the flowersthe  (7) of the neighbours.

As he began to (8)  to his son, his
wife Jan reminded him how important it is as a
parent to remember their 9N . Kids and
their (10) are more important than any

physical object. The flowers are already dead. Parents

should not add to the (11) by breaking a

child’s spirit and _ (12) ~  his sense of
a3 .

B Now listen to the second part of the passage and choose the best answer.

1. The scientist was more creative than the average person because when
he was about two years old.
A. his mom taught him how to do the experiment
B. he learned an important lesson from his mom
C. he learned how to do things effectively
D. he showed his talent
2. When the scientist’ s mother saw the milk on the floor, she
A. yelled at him B. gave him a lecture
C. didn’t lose her temper D. punished him
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3. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. The little boy spilled the milk all over the kitchen floor.
B. The little boy played in the milk for a few minutes.
C. The little boy went to the back yard to play afterwards.
D. The little boy could carry a big water bottle with two tiny hands.

4. The little boy chose to clean up the spilied milk.
A. a sponge B. a towel
C. amop D. tissue paper

5. The famous scientist learned the following EXCEPT
A. he didn’t have to be afraid to make mistakes
B. he should be very careful when doing any experiment
C. mistakes were opportunities for learning something new
D. even though an experiment is not successful, he can still learn something from it

The passages you just heard are based on two parenting incidences. With your

group, discuss the following questions.

1. What does “We’ re raising children, not flowers” imply? Do you agree with the
statement?

2. What was the most important lesson you learned from your parents?

3. What role does family education play in a child’s upbringing? Use examples to
support your view(s).

' Language Focus: Participle Clauses

Participles can combine with other words into participle clauses. We often use
participle clauses after nouns in order to define or identify the nouns. Past participle
clauses are often very much like relative clauses with a passive verb. For example:

The window pane shattered by a baseball, a lamp knocked aver by a careless
child, or a plate dropped in the kitchen are already broken. (= The window pane which
was shattered by a baseball, a lamp which was knocked over by a careless child, or a
plate which was dropped in the kitchen, are already broken.)

We often use a present participle clause instead of a defining relative clause with an
active verb. For example:

I saw a girl standing at the gate. (= I saw a girl who was standing at the gate.)

The books lying on the table are mine. (=The books that are lying on the table

are mine.)
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Rewrite the following scurences using the information in brackets to make participle

clauses. The first one is already done for vou.

1. I was woken up by a bell. (The bell was ringing.)
I was woken up by a bell ringing.
2. We saw trees. (The trees were laden with fruits.)
3. The child is John. {He is sitting in that corner.)
4. Most of the people didn’t turn up. (They were invited to the party.)
5. The road repairs might delay traffic. (They are carried out on the motorway.)

6. The decisions will affect all of us. (It was made at today’s meeting.)
7. At the end of the street there is a path. (The path leads to the river.)

Part IIl. Stay-at-Home Dads

prior to vest blow sth. out of the water nurturing
court passionate better end of the deal trade up
quadruple parenting practicality bond
daycare subcontract juggle compromise

A ' Dictation. Listen to the following short passage and write down what you hear.

y

B You are going to hear a passage about stay-at-home dads. Before listening, discuss

the following questions with a partner.

1. Quickly write down five words that relate to the word mother. Do the same for father.

9
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Compare your word lists. How are they similar or different?
2. When you were a child, who looked after or took care of _
you? How often did you spend time with your father? What
kinds of things did you do together?
3. How do you think being a father today differs from father-
hood twenty or thirty years ago?

€ Now listen to the first part of the passage and write T (true), F (false) or NG (not
given) beside the following statements.

() 1. When Eric and Jody were studying in graduate school, they didn’t discuss
who would stay at home to take care of the kids in the future.
() 2. Jody made more money than Eric, so it was an easy decision for Eric to stay
at home.
( ) 3. Eric and Jody have three boys in all.
) 4. Eric loves being a stay-at-home dad since he didn’t like his engineer job.
( ) 5. Nowadays, the number of stay-at-home dads is four times that in 1986.

"D Listen to the second part of the passage and fill in the blanks.

Based on survey results by researcher Bob Frank, these families share common
characteristics: they see themselves as () in 2) ,and they put

(3) _ firstabove  (4) . Theychoose this arrangementnot  (5) |
but (6)  : the husband’s personality may be ) for raising kids
full-time or he can interrupt his career more easily or work from home. In most cases, the
wife’s career provides ‘) and  (9)  than the husband’s.

All of these families insist their kids have profited by the arrangement, and all
stay-at-home dads report a(n) (10) ., (1)  with their children.
“There’s no better way to really understand your children than to spend a lot of time with
them,” insists Peter. “Our kids are not  (12) —but at home, being raised by
the one or two people on the planet who love them the most.”

Eric readily agrees. “We did not want to (13) our parenting. We felt we
couldonlydo  (14) things well—her work, my work, or raising our children.
Maybe otherscan _~ (15)  all three priorities. We couldn’t, and we didn’t want

to (16 our kids.”




