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FOREWORD

Those who are born native-speakers of English seldom have any clear or strong idea
of how difficult it is for a foreigner to learn to use their language correctly, fluently and
with a good sense of its colours and idioms. Of course there are basic structures and vo-
cabulary that a foreign learner can practice and commit to memory. But at a certain stage
the learner has to recognize that elements in the language are put together to form local
structures which seem very fluid and improvised; and yet there are rules here too, or at
least current native-speaking habits, which mark some of these structures as idiomatic,
others as grammatically correct but improbable, and yet others as meaningless or wrong.
Constructions that are built up by the usage of prepositions are like this.

Prepositions in English are in themselves quite simple words; they are not inflected
and usually they are not modified in any way, and their sentence-position is not too hard
to predict. But the ways in which they are used are extremely various, and often rather
complex in the shades of meaning that they carry or in the logical relations in space or time
that they indicate; often they play an important part in mapping the position of the subject
within the world of other persons and things, and sometimes too they can suggest attitudes
and moods. Some patterns of prepositional usage are tightly bound, to certain types of dis-
course context or lexical collocation; others are more free and can be used in a changeable
way as features of style or idiomatic register.

Usually, when a learner wants to understand an unfamiliar word, a means to obtain
information is represented by a well-organised, up-to-date and comprehensive dictionary.
Specially made dictionaries that are adapted to the needs of second-language learners can
often present this information in a manner specifically devised to help the learner. But with
English prepositions the case is more difficult, because it is not so much the meaning of
these little words that gives the difficulty; rather, it is the ways in which they are used.

This new dictionary is thus attempting to solve by a new method the problems with
prepositional constructions that an active learner of English, at all levels, is certain to en-
counter. Much thought has gone into planning its internal arrangement, and much care has
been given to bringing together a very wide range of full-sentence examples. Since the
Chinese language is also not inflected, the native speaker of Chinese is probably ready to
recognise in English the vital significance of making structures of meaning and expression
out of flexible syntax and idiomatic collocations. But the Chinese co-verb functions very
differently from the English preposition. Furthermore, English use-patterns change with
current fashion, and the spoken forms of everyday exchange quickly exert an influence up-
on more formal, written styles, so that idiom and intonation and social register all make
prepositional usage into a difficult challenge for the Chinese learner.

I'am glad to write this brief foreword, therefore, to encourage the user of this book
who is working hard to grasp how English speech actually functions. I have been, infor-



iv FOREWORD
mally, a teacher of English to Chinese students in the central eastern part of China, where
Dr Yong Heming was also an advanced student, and I have recognised for myself how
hard it is for a native Chinese-speaker to feel confident and to attain reasonable fluency in
using a language which arises from and expresses such a remote and different way of life.
One way to make progress is to read written texts in English and to make a point of watch-
ing how prepositions are employed, all the time, to build up the forms and rhythm of
speech. Keep a notebook and write down examples as you meet them. Listen to spoken
English, if you can, and write down examples that you hear. There are many different
Englishes spoken in the world today; if some of the material that you collect is, for in-
stance, of American or Canadian or Australian origin, note this down also, because each
of these forms of English has distinct idiomatic features that are not fully shared by the
others; also, observe that some constructions are relatively formal, whereas others may be
used more often in casual speech. Then you can look up your notebook entries in the dif-
ferent parts of this new dictionary, and compare your own examples with what you find
here; and thus gradually you will acquire a feeling for this aspect of English speech and
will become more confident about it.

In conclusion I should like to congratulate all those who have worked hard to make
this new work of reference so comprehensive and well constructed and so user-friendly. If
the enquiring reader takes some trouble to begin with, to understand how it is organised

and to learn how to use it, I am sure that it will repay this effort with a very great deal of
invaluable guidance.

J. H. Prynne
Director of Studies in English
Cambridge University

Gonville and Caius College,
Cambridge, England
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abaft
[ A%]
[(RAME] -5l - ETHRLLH A
T A5 Al AT 4 ] : The wave struck the ship ~ the
beam. IRk thii Al B4 5 7. /The captain
was then standing ~ the beam. i} 240} IE 3576
MRS T7 o
(] iR % B FARAR 0G50 |, H A
BRAE,
[BiE]
(f* +8)
[FRRRE"HIKIE]  abaft the mast Lo FH L
AL [ 3 B 3538 B 8 ] . The man is always
unsatisfied unless he is ~ the mast. A4 AFBRIE
HRAE S BN SR RB AL .

aboard
[A#*]
[RAGLE] FE(Em) (B RE GRE
%) B[ # )5 4 train, bus 9 A kA N F £ EH %
i ] :~a plane 7E K#l I /They went ~ the last
ship. {78 £ T &5 — 4% M. /The man
came ~ the car. BN AL T/MEZE, /T got ~
the train. b T k%,
[F] {B/RAT W aboard 2 J5 2 H Ath 4 17 69 1%
M, N The two girls went riding together ~ a
horse’s back. (& Z—RIEDH L. )

about
[A%]
[REMAE] 1. HG:E--AE[EXAE, &
o4& ¥ — #% F round # 4X ] : fold one’s arms ~
sb’s neck W% ¥ A i 2 7/ She is a woman
who likes to have children ~ her. fih2—4> B
HMETrHEACH B A, /His face was swol-
len ~ the eyes and nose. th fit] HR i #1158 7 P J& i
FH T . /the high walls ~ the prison ¥ 7= 1 J&
f) B K%/ The crowds gathered ~ the scene of the
disaster. AFEREELERXMEI T HE . 2. 7
B A AL 5 HE -+ B9 —HF s #E -+ B9 Bff 3 : The papers
were scattered ~ the floor. C{4 81 7% 7 #h 47
| / The children had left their toys lying ~ the
room. #F1KIu R E15 5 lH BB b H 2. /
He goes ~ the country lecturing on the evils of
drink. fthEHEEE, MAMEEMENLEE. /

If the manager is not in his room he is probably

somewhere ~ the premises. {1 5 28 ¥ A 7E s a]
AR REAERE N b . 3. A Bl
7E---F3k ;1 suddenly realised that I had no money
~ me. ERERKEH W K. /Do you hap-
pen to have his letter ~ you? VR A {54 7 &
b TH%? /He had a gun hidden ~ his person. 1t
5 LIRE— 3.

[RARFTK] X, % F . Sally is careless ~ the
risks she runs in her business. FEF]ATET H S 1E
A7 EFTE B X, /What 'm fumbling to say
is that I felt different ~ you. &M H A 2
FXRAE LA R #F o /You don’t seem very
enthusiastic ~ the suggestion. RT3 39 & 13
AR, /She is being very foolish ~ it. X4
Hith— H7EJEL 8, /1 hope you're not fussy ~
garlic. {HE/RXIKFFAI . /Bring me a drink
— and be quick ~ it. AFE RSk —
— 5, /I am strict ~ such things. X% 2
HIE ™A E, /I'm worried ~ where she is.
FeAH 0ot b AT 4 7 % T, /They must have
zgen wrong ~ my age. 115 & LI HAF IR 4R

T

[#®RERE] & T,H k. John is anxious ~ his
exam results. 2 4 F i &5 R M H A /Tve
been feeling awfully bad ~ it. FXf 2 —HREF|
TR¥EKE, /We are very concerned ~ our father’s
illness. FATXIAC KA E R Z M, /Your fa-
ther is furious ~ the damage you have done to the
flower beds. {REEXF R IR L K i ko /
I'm every bit as sorry ~ it as you. Xf-F B
H—RERR B Bt . /1 was uneasy ~ leaving her
alone in that state. #04th— I~ AFRFEBAIHEE R, 3
BARE,
[RFER] KT K e J7 i : This pro-
gramme is all ~ nuclear power. XA~ HEXT
1%BEAY . /This is what our job is all ~. XF2
AT TAER LA X . /He had only the vaguest
notion of what it was all ~. XA T R/E 4
[ FALH IEFHAERIRY T f#% . /We couldn’t do any-
thing ~ it. X FUHFRATTEE N J1. /Some-
thing must be done ~ unemployment. P41 5% B
T HEAR R K A, / They’re always arguing ~
unimportant matters. {7 & & Jy A H 2 1Y
4+ APk, /Newspaper reporters have been ask-
ing ~ the missing child all day. iC#&/{1# KELE
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W KR ER/NZ R BL. /They chatted ~ the
Russian ballet which was to open next week. ftifi]
WRIE T TR B TR AR T e S
[RTATB]  (CEMEE M%) BT, that
TE--- B I :What T like ~ him is his sense of hu-
mour. FE W Ath 9 4 B/ . /There’s something
peculiar ~ mankind. A 26 % H 4% > 4b, /
There is a strange smell ~ him. {5 |45 — Fli%
. /There was a certain charm and picturesque-
ness ~ the old cottage. X i# 7 & #/NB A H %
NGB Z AL, /There’s something ~ her that T re-
ally don’t Tike. 1th % A A5 % J7 i & #) 5 K %
o /1 can’t understand why she is so attracted by
that man; he seems to have nothing ~ him. {75
TEERFR R 24X A3 2k 0 F %
BR AR Z 40,
[RAdE] F, N3 :go ~ one’s day-to-day
business j# 17 H # =¥ 45 /What have you been
busy ~ today? {4 K — B 7E 1t 47 /What
was he ~? What had happened to him? f#E {i-{1
2WB? % A £t 4 B k7 /Tell him tomorrow.
And tell her too, while you're ~ it. Bf K21t
WEARBRABTE T, R0 45 VR 4 ME o /T do not like
to be interrupted when I am ~ an important piece
of work. FICTEHE TIERARERAE AT, /
Do the shopping now, and while you're ~ it get
me that book from the library. B7E =L AR PG,
ISR N P B A S AR A B £ 3K
[#8E]
(& +)
[ERF“HT" “XE" “BR".“FH" %%
iW#EHE) There’s an article ~ Jamaica in this is-
sue. M FH BB F LM CE, | She's
writing a book ~ her travels in China. ffflF 75
— A Kb E W R A 35, /We’ve consulted
a number of books ~ the subject in the library. %
TERBEERTRE S HIREHLKHE.
| Here is the latest bulletin ~ the President’s
health. XA K EBSERAIFH A4 . || I sent
all the cuttings ~ the play including some reviews.
WAL T A A LR XK BT, 45 — L8 3F
. || We watched a documentary ~ gold miners
in South Africa. A 1F T —WXFTHIEELY T
AWML . || We've got to write an essay ~
the war with Germany. R{1185 —i5 36 F %ff
%4 948 3C, || Certain interesting facts ~ the
moon have just been discovered. it &M T —
SR T HERIAE BB, || 1t's a new colour
Seature ~ the army. BR—FFHAMI KT EAA
WA E o || There are many legends ~
the exploits of Robin Hood. 3¢ F % 2% [) % 5
HiFL15i, || He sent us a memorandum ~ the
meeting. fLAFATHFH TH RIK SV £

%, || What's the latest news ~ the election? &

RIEHE BB 14 B A a1 ? /Please write and tell
me all the news ~ yourself. 5 {E41F& Ik H
HI# — P11 5. /The papers were suddenly full
of news ~ China. R4K ERAWR L TFHEM
iRiE. | Did you receive any notice ~ the sale?
WEBE R H X8 M@ M? || He has a
cheerful outlook ~ what will happen. fih%f % % 4=
B BERF R A . || Did you see the piece in the
paper ~ Mrs Smith’s accident? {4 &4 £k
HMEFREHEH KK HHMGIMB? | We lis-
tened to her strange revelations ~ her past. F{]0f
WHERE TS BB AL, | a romance ~ a
king who married a beggar girl B EB4 415
f&#F5 5 || He told me an involved story ~ his
family. AR PFR T — M KM EE S
Z&HIH F ., /She wrote a story ~ space explora-
tion. WET —~RMAFRKESHERMIRE, || We
listened to their tales ~ life in the prisoner-of-war
camp. FRATWTMATHE T A o6 642 5 £ 18 B9 K
Zi, /He told them a tale ~ good fairies. fth %4t
T % FHRALHESE, || There are
many theories ~ the origin of life. HiFLETF 4
A PR B 2 L. /There were several theories ~
the way in which the fire started. &2 k 4 &
SR s IR

[ ERR“BIE" S 0" S L REER)
They were having an argument ~ whose turn it
was to do the cooking. ] IE £ % B HEMUIR
Mi4eWh, || What is all this bother ~7 (24|
27 || 1 began a little chat ~ my journey. F{FF
WA BEIR IR MRIT . || There is much comment
~ the plans for a new gymnasium. AAf]XF 24T
1RFE 4 893 RGBT £ . /A rather vociferous
little man that stood near me kept shouting out
comments ~ the players. V7ETR 357 i — b
WV () /N 5B N5 R 0e Ry, it 2 3 R
M3 . /He made several unfavourable com-
ments ~ their candidate. X}t ]AIEIEAIE T
JLEARF B PEL. || What's all the commotion
~? A LXMW ? /You are making a great
commotion ~ nothing. R B EFETTHEUR. |
Some children are full of complaints ~ their food.
AU T W OB AMATH K. /There’s been
widespread complaint ~ the selection procedure. .
RFPER PR AT LA FI4RE . || He paid
Mary a compliment ~ her new hat. %} ¥ i %%
Tt ) H i F. || She didn’t have the slightest
compunction ~ telling me a lie. b XFF T HE4D
— S WAJEH. || He made several comjectures ~
where his son might be. fti#t{th L AT BE7E (] &b
YET MM, | a slight contention ~ trifle 7
EmE/NE EREN—F/NA M || He en-
tered into a controversy with his friend ~ a political

question. fifE—MBUA R E SRAK Z4ET 4



