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International English Language Testing System

Academic Reading
Test 1

READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1—13, which are based on Reading Passage

1 below.

The Killer Whale

The killer whale or orca is a toothed whale and is
a member of the Dolphin family (it is the largest
dolphin). There are 3 distinct species of these warm
blooded, air breathing mammals: Resident Killer
Whales, Transient Killer whales, and Off-shore

Killer Whales. The main factors which set each

species apart are — social behavior, physical appearance, preferred food, and vocal dialects.
At this stage, there is little known of the Off-Shore species of Killer Whales as they are seldom
seen in protected coastal waters. Although the traveling ranges of Residents Killer Whales,
Transients Killer Whales, and Off-shores Killer Whales overlap, they have never been seen

to mix.

Killer whales have a distinctive color pattern, with black dorsal and white ventral portions.
They also have a conspicuous white patch above and behind the eye and a highly variable gray
or white saddle behind the dorsal fin. The species shows considerable size “dimorphism”. They
have a tall, falcate (sickle-shaped) dorsal fin and large, paddle-like flippers. The dorsal fin of
the male is taller (up to 6 ft tall) and more upright than that of the female (whose dorsal fin is



up to 4 ft tall). Male adult killer whales can reach up to 32 feet (9.8 m) in length and can weigh |

nearly 22,000 pounds (10,000 kg); females can reach 28 feet (8.5 m) in length and can weigh
up to 16,500 pounds (7,500 kg).

Like all earthly life forms they originally came from the water. They then came onto land.
Some scientists believe that the last form they had before they went back into the water was
something between a wolf and a cow. They had a wolf type head and fangs with a cow-like
hoofed body. It has been proposed that the animal that remained on land is an ancestor of the
cow. The animal that returned to the water lost all but a miniature part of their legs, and grew
a big muscular tail instead. Their nostrils moved to the top of their heads to make breathing
while swimming easier. In the case of the humpbacks, their hands grew into long flippers, other
whales have shorter flippers. They lost most of their hair, especially as adults. Their bones
became much lighter so they can float easier. In fact their whole body evolved to become
supported by water. This is why beached whales cannot remain beached for very long without
dire consequences. The weight of their body, without being supported by water, will crush their

internal organs.

Male killer whales, or bulls, begin maturing at 12 to 14 years of age and over the next few
years, grow very quickly and attain physical maturity at about 20 years. Most males probably
reach a length of 8 to 9 meters. Females, or cows, average about 7 meters in length and reach
reproductive maturity at about 14 to 15 years. The gestation period is 16 to 17 months. A single
calf is usually born (although twins have been recorded) 200 kilograms. Newborn killer whales
nurse for at least one year. The mortality rate of calves is quite high — over 40% of resident

calves die in their first six months.

Killer whales live in stable families. The kids stay with their mother for their entire life. As
many as four generations of whales live together in some of these matrilineal groups. Within
these families, members are incredibly vocal. Killer whales bunch together when they socialize
or rest — touching, rubbing, resting, and rolling on the surface. They spread out to find food.

But even when they separate they remain in acoustic range.

There are between 7 and 17 calls in the repertoire of the average killer whale matrilineal group.
And the call produced by the first individual was copied almost ihamediately by the responder —
a phenomenon that the scientists dubbed “call-matching”. It could signal that the responder
is aware of the first caller and is paying attention, or that the message might simply have
been received. In primates, call-matching can be used as a sign of reconciliation after a nasty
situation or fight.
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Killer whales are efficient hunters that eat a very diverse diet of fish, squid, sharks, marine
mammals (including whales and seals), turtles, octopi, and birds (penguins and gulls). They
have even been known to attack young blue whales and other large whales. Killer whales
often hunt cooperatively in pods for food. Members of a pod frequently cooperate in hunts. An
average-sized orca will eat 551 pounds (250 kg) of food a day. They work together to encircle
and herd prey into a small area before attacking. When hunting a large whale, a pod of killer
whales may attack from several angles (generally transients). The conical and interlocking
teeth of killer whales are well suited for a wide variety of prey, from small schooling fish to
large whales. The number of teeth varies among individuals — but there are usually 10 to 14
teeth on each side of the jaw, a total of 40 to 56 teeth. The teeth curve inwards and backwards —
this helps the orca catch its prey. Teeth average about 3 inches (7.6 cm) long and about 1 inch
in diameter, but some are even longer. Adult killer whales eat approximately 3% to 4% of their
body weight in food per day, fully weaned calves can eat up to approximately 10% of their
body weight during growth periods.

Questions 1-8

Answer the questions below.

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 1?7
In boxes 1—8 on your answer sheet, please write

TRUE if the statement is true
FALSE if the statement is false
NOT GIVEN  if the information is not given in the passage

1 The killer whale is a kind of whale, which just looks like a dolphin.
2 Adult killer whales are about 4 feet shorter than female ones.

3 The ancestor of the killer whale that returned to the water lost most of their legs, and grew

a big muscular tail instead.
4 The ancestor of the killer whales had heavy hair.
§ Male killer whales reach their physical maturity at about 12 to 14 years.
6 Killer whales live in stable families and one can see its mother for all of its life.
7 For Killer whales, father is not important. |

8 The message of the caller is so simply that the responder can copy it almost immediately.



Questions 9—13

The paragraph below is a summary of the reading passage.
Choose MORE THAN ONE WORD from the passage to complete spaces 9—13.

Write the words in boxes 9—13 on your answer sheet.

Example Answer

There are of these warm blooded, air breathing mammals: Killer Whales. distinct species

Killer whales hunt efficiently and eat fish, squid, turtles, octopi, birds and

10 , and in the situation of this kind of hunting they work in 11, .. . The

conical and interlocking teeth of killer whales are well suited for a wide variety of prey, from
small schooling fish to large whales. And just mach their hunting, the number of the teeth is about

READING PASSAGE 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14—25, which are based on Reading Passage
2 below.

One finds oneself rebelling against a very controlled approach
to education with its restrictions of centralization and, at
the same time, against the liberal chaos that can at times
prevail. There is a constant struggle between both camps of
the educational divide, a struggle which invariably creates a

Jumbled mixture of educational provision. This is not to say

that what is provided is totally unacceptable. Far from it.

In the educational world, picking and choosing from different theories, i.e. eclecticism, as is
no doubt the case in many other fields, is frowned upon by the theoretical purist, irrespective
of which of the two above camps they belong to. The pragmatists, i.e. practical classroom
teachers, know that they have to jump from one teaching method to another, trying out new
ones and discarding the old. But they frequently return again to tried and trusted techniques,
sometimes with a fresh insight. Experienced teachers know that essentially there is not just one

method, but that people learn in many different ways.
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Some learners use a single method, but the most sophisticated employ an array of different
techniques, instinctively or subconsciously, picking and even adapting any approach to suit
their needs, while the not-so effective learners stick to a limited repertoire or even one method.
The practicalities of the real world demand, however, that students and trainers in every field

be eclectic.

Having a larger repertoire of strategies for learning, the sophisticated student advances at an
exponential rate, as the different trategies he or she uses cross-fertilize and help each other. It
is dangerous to exclude one particular technique in teaching or to follow one orthodoxy, as the
one-size-fits-all principle does not, from a common sense point of view, work. It may deprive
a weaker student of the only tool he or she may be able to use and deny the more effective

learner an extra mechanism.

Take rote-learning, a much maligned learning process. There are certain aspects of any subject
area, whether it be language or the arts or science, where a student is required to learn huge
amounts of facts. These may be learnt by experience, but developing memory skills gives
students an advantage in this area. Antipathy to certain methods like memory-based learning
has condemned many students to a second-rate education, compounded by the fact that their
teachers have been damaged by similar attitudes. It has been said that students are damned by

the limitations of their teachers, just as the teachers themselves were damned.

This is not to say that rote-learning is the best approach to learning, yet it has its place as part
of a wider programme. Where rote-learning proves inadequate is that it is not suitable for every
learner. Not everyone is blessed with a good memory and learners should not be humiliated by
not being able to learn things by heart. Other strategies need then be harnessed to compensate
for this.

Electronic-learning

The search for ever more different novel learning styles goes on. Electronic-learning, or
learning, is now very much the flavour of the month. The upside is that students may access
the training whenever they want and they can learn at their own pace unhindered by fellow
students. Again, whilst it has its place, e-learning lacks some essential ingredients, like the
motivation of human contact in the classroom. Such training is, in fact, inherently flawed as it
is impossible to devise an exhaustive programme to accommodate every individual. Learners
have individual needs that may not be catered for by distance-learning delivered on the
Internet. Frustrated by their lack of development, they will not develop to their full potential.
One solution has been to build into any e-learning programme an element of human contact



with on-line help via e-mail, but increasingly, as video-conferencing facilities become more
advanced, designers are able to incorporate real-time video links. While this is a considerable

advance, it still falls far short of the human contact that learning requires.

E-learning is here to stay, so what needs to be done is to give it a human face. Not, might I add,
a computerized one, but a real one. Students should be able, if necessary, to access a tutor by
telephone or, even better, face to face. Periodic tutorials could be built in to any programme.

These can be individual, group and seminar or a mixture of all three.

Distance learning, such as e-learning, comes with an oft unheeded caveat. It is seen by the
unwary as a cheap option and as a way of curbing costs. Set up on a wave of innovation and
excitement, the initial wave of enthusiasm soon wanes. Few take on board the warning: any
self-access material that needs to be developed requires huge amounts of input time. It has been
estimated that, for every student hour, materials writers have to put in 70 hours of preparation.
Those unfamiliar with the workings of materials production expect others to live through the
consequences of their inexperience in this field. The wrong people, i.e. the materials producers,
get the blame for any shortcomings: frequently, the quality and volume of material. There is
one further point here that is worth mentioning. Once in place, the material requires constant

updating and research: an added cost.

Questions 14—16

Complete the following statements 14~ 16 with the besit ending A—G below.
Write the appropriate letters A—G in boxes 14— 16 on your answer sheet.

14  There are according to the writer, two educational camps: a centralized and
15 Unlike teachers, theoretical purists look down upon

16 The modern world dictates that students adopt

a flexible approach to teaching.
an over-controlled approach.
practical teachers.

various learning methods.

a controlled approach.

a liberal approach.
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only a limited range of learning techniques.
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