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= A Midsummer Night's' Dream

There was a law in the city of Athens? which gave to its citizens the
power of compelling their daughters to marry whomsoever they pleased?,
for upon a daughter’s refusing* to marry the man her father had chosen to be
her husband, the father was empowered® by this law to cause her to be put
to death; but as fathers do not often desire the death of their own daughters,
even though they do happen to prove a little refractory?, this law was seldom
or never put in execution’, though perhaps the young ladies of that city were
not unfrequently threatened by their parents with the terrors of it.

There was one instance, however, of an old man, whose name was
Egeus®, who actually did come® before Theseus® (at that time the reigning
Duke of Athens), to complain that his daughter Hermia®, whom he had
commanded to marry Demetrius®, a young man of a noble Athenian family,
refused to obey him, because she loved another young Athenian®, named
Lysander*. Egeus demanded justice® of Theseus, and desired that this cruel
law might be put in force® against his daughter.

Hermia pleaded in excuse for her disobedience, that Demetrius had for-
merly professed love for her dear friend Helena”, and that Helena loved
Demetrius to distraction; but this honourable reason, which Hermia gave for
not obeying her father’s command, moved not™ the stern Egeus.

1. Midsummer Night: Midsummer-day(6 H24 H , {1 &) #74 . 2. Athens['=0inz] . fi #1

3. whomsoever they pleased =anyone whom they pleased. they 45 the citizens, 4. upon a

daughter’s refusing=when a daughter refused. 5. empowered=given power or authority; authorized.
6. refractory=disobedient. 7. put in execution: /{7, 8. Egeus[i(:)'dzizas]: fHFEHT, 9.
did come: did FITIN5RIES, & EZ . EA - ;8- . 10. Theseus ['Bissjos ] - al (& M,
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11. Hermia ['hommja]: #% 4/, 12. Demetrius [di'mi:trios ]; Jk K4 2 7 . 13. Athenian
[o'0i:njon] : JfEHL A .  14. Lysander [lai'seendo]:$7 (1%, 15. justice=administration of the
law; trial.  16. put in force=put in execution. 17. Helena['helino;he'li:na]: /& FitHl. 18.
moved not: /% RER&ZN(=did not move), N1t X B HE 45, HHE S 1Fnot ik 4 51 18]
JETH o

5 |



b B e gE

Theseus, though a great and merciful prince, had no power to alter the
laws of his country; therefore he could only give Hermia four days to consider
of it": and at the end of that time, if she still refused to marry Demetrius, she
was to be put to death.

When Hermia was dismissed® from the presence of the duke, she went
to her lover Lysander, and told him the peril she was in, and that she must
either give him up and marry Demetrius, or lose her life in four days>.

Lysander was in great affliction at hearing these evil tidings; but recol-
lecting that he had an aunt who lived at some distance from Athens, and
that at the place where she lived the cruel law could not be put in force
against Hermia (this law not extending* beyond the boundaries of the city),
he proposed to Hermia that she should steal out of® her father's house that
night, and go with him to his aunt’s house, where he would marry her.“I will
meet you,” said Lysander, “in the wood a few miles without® the city; in that
delightful wood where we have so often walked with Helena in the pleasant
month of May.”

To this proposal Hermia joyfully agreed; and she told no one of her in-
tended flight but her friend Helena. Helena (as maidens will do foolish
things for love) very ungenerously resolved to go and tell this to Demetrius,
though she could hope no benefit from betraying’ her friend’s secret, but the
poor pleasure of following her faithless lover to the wood; for she well knew
that Demetrius would go thither in pursuit of Hermia.

The wood, in which Lysander and Hermia proposed to meet was the
favourite haunt® of those little beings known by the name of Fairies.

Oberon’ the king, and Titania® the queen of the Fairies, with all their
tiny train of followers, in this wood held their midnight revels.

Between this little king and queen of sprites" there happened, at this
time, a sad disagreement; they never met by moonlight in the shady walks of

1. consider of it:iX B flof & &y i RAI ik, A B R . 2. dismissed=allowed to go. 3.
in four days: PURKPLG. ing2 BRI HETE 5. 4. this law not extending=as this
law did not extend. 5. steal out of=flee secretly out of. 6. without=outside of: out of. HiFo
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7. betraying=revealing; disclosing. 8. haunt=place frequently visited. 9. Oberon ['aubaron]:
BAGRA,  10. Titania[ti'ta:njo ] . #£ZR Y4, 11. sprites=fairies; elves(fIspirit[d] & Ji).
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this pleasant wood, but they were quarrelling, till all their fairy elves would
creep into acorn-cups and hide themselves for fear.

The cause of this unhappy disagreement was Titania’s refusing to give
Oberon a little changeling boy’, whose mother had been Titania’s friend; and
upon her death the fairy queen stole the child from its nurse, and brought
him up in the woods.

The night on which the lovers were to meet in this wood, as Titania was
walking with some of her maids of honour, she met Oberon attended by his
train of fairy courtiers.

“Ill met* by moonlight, proud Titania,” said the fairy king. The queen
replied. “What, jealous Oberon, is it you? Fairies, skip hence’; I have for-

2 &«

sworn® his company.” “Tarry?, rash fairy,” said Oberon; “am not I thy lord ?¢

Why does Titania cross her Oberon? Give me your little changeling boy to be
my page.”

“Set your heart at rest,” answered the queen; “your whole fairy king-
dom buys not the boy of me.” She then left her lord in great anger. “Well, go
your way,” said Oberon: “before the morning dawns I will torment you for
this injury.”

Oberon then sent for Puck’, his chief favourite and privy counsellor.

Puck, (or as he was sometimes called, Robin Good-fellow®) was a shrewd
and knavish sprite, that used to play comical pranks in the neighbouring vil-
lages; sometimes getting into the dairies and skimming the milk’, sometimes
plunging his light and airy form into the butter-churn®, and while he was
dancing his fantastic shape in the churn, in vain the dairy-maid would
labour to change her cream into butter: nor had the village swains any better
success; whenever Puck chose to play his freaks in the brewing copper, the
ale was sure to be spoiled. When a few good neighbours were met to drink

some comfortable ale together, Puck would jump into the bowl of ale in the

1. changeling boy : changeling— & 2 45 Rk i 415 b 1) A EFERIEARBEAETNEZ 76
LG, B TREHRMINEE, NIRRT . 2. Il met=We have ill
met. A AMTILE, —EIBIFB well met, e4b R iE . 3. skip hence: skip=hurry;
hasten.§ij i &S H T let us., hence %ﬂQIE'EEt(therefore)E‘Z}Aﬂ:t(fmm now) & B, HhAab B
i, B BRI iX JL(away from here), 4. forsworn: f&=forswear ) i 25 4347, forswear=deny
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by oath. %%, #ik. 5. Tarry=Wait. 6. am not I thy lord? =am I not thy lord? 7. Puck
[pak]:i8 5T . 8. Robin Good-fellow ['robin'gudfelou]: i A % %, 9. skimming the milk=
skimming the cream from the milk. 10. butter-churn: f2ECE i FFH U528, 11, brewing
copper: BR8P F 4 66 T /R 1

ol



1 He W ¥ R g g

likeness of' a roasted crab? and when some old goody® was going to drink he
would bob against her lips, and spill the ale over her withered chin; and
presently after, when the same old dame was gravely seating herself to tell
her neighbours a sad and melancholy story, Puck would slip her three-
legged stool from under her, and down toppled the poor old woman, and
then the old gossips* would hold their sides® and laugh at her, and swear
they never wasted a merrier hour.

“Come hither, Puck,” said Oberon to this little merry wanderer of the
night; “fetch me the flower which maids call Love in Idleness®; the juice of that
little purple flower laid on the eyelids of those who sleep, will make them,
when they awake, dote on the first thing they see. Some of the juice of that
flower I will drop on the eyelids of my Titania when she is asleep; and the
first thing she looks upon when she opens her eyes she will fall in love with,
even though’ it be a lion or a bear, a meddling® monkey, or a busy’ ape; and
before I will take this charm from off her sight, which I can do with another
charm I know of, I will make her give me that boy to be my page.”

Puck, who loved mischief to his heart, was highly diverted" with this
intended frolic of his master, and ran to seek the flower; and while Oberon
was waiting the return of Puck, he observed Demetrius and Helena enter the
wood: he overheard Demetrius reproaching Helena for following him, and
after many unkind words on his part, and gentle expostulations® from Hele-
na, reminding him of his former love and professions of true faith to her, he
left her (as he said) to the mercy of the wild beasts, and she ran after him as
swiftly as she could.

The fairy king, who was always friendly to true lovers, felt great com-
passion for Helena; and perhaps, as Lysander said they used to walk by
moonlight in this pleasant wood, Oberon might have seen Helena in those

happy times when she was beloved by Demetrius. However that might be,

L. in the likeness of=in the outward appearance of. 2. crab=crab apple. ¥ 4 3 B it} (crab
tree) | HOSRSE, AN SKARV/IN , R5 A5 OS5 B, 48 5718 T FMR . 3. goody=[married Jold
woman of low class. goodwife f{J 25 , 4. gossips=persons, mostly women, who delight in
idle talk. 5. hold one’s sides: ¥} [ k% ], sidesf&#ififi. 6. Love in Idleness: = 4 i (=
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wild pansy; the heartsease) . idleness— & {E “ 1% " % , I 4b ¥ “ 42 9% " (trivility) fi# , it 5]
B & EZEGERMIERS (Slove without serious intention), 7. even though=even if. 8.
meddling=mischievous. 9. busy=given to interfering. 10. to his heart=heartily. 11. diverted=
amused. 12. expostulations=earnest and kindly protests.
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when Puck returned with the little purple flower, Oberon said to his
favourite, “Take a part of this flower; there has been a sweet Athenian lady
here, who is in love with a disdainful youth; if you find him sleeping, drop
some of the love-juice in his eyes, but contrive to do it when she is near him,
that the first thing he sees when he awakes may be this despised lady. You
will know' the man by the Athenian garments which he wears.” Puck
promised to manage this matter very dexterously* and then Oberon went,
unperceived by Titania, to her bower’, where she was preparing to go to
rest. Her fairy bower was a bank, where grew wild thyme, cowslips, and
sweet violets, under a canopy of wood-bine, muskroses, and eglantine.
There Titania always slept some part of the night; her coverlet the enamelled
skin of a snake’, which, though a small mantle, was wide enough to wrap a
fairy in.

He found Titania giving orders to her fairies, how they were to employ
themselves while she slept. “Some of you,” said her majesty, “must kill
cankers® in the muskrose buds, and some wage war with the bats for® their
leathern wings, to make my small elves coats; and some of you keep watch
that” the clamorous ow], that nightly hoots, come not near me*: but first sing

me to sleep.” Then they began to sing this song: —

“You spotted snakes with double tongue,
Thorny hedgehogs, be not seen;

Newts and blind-worms do no wrong
Come not near our Fairy Queen
Philomel’, with melody,

Sing in our sweet lullaby,

Lulla, lulla, lullaby; lulla, lulla, lullaby;
Never harm, nor spell, nor charm,

Come" our lovely lady nigh';;

1. know=recognize. 2. dexterously=skilfully. 3. bower: . 4biE W, A “FEhz” (a
bedroom) {5 B, , U E “#F 15" (a shady recess)fit, 4. her coverlet...snake=her coverlet was
the enamelled skin of a snake. 5. cankers : i (=canker-worms), Z 17 fE 85 i, 6. for=
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in order to get. 7. that: [A[##& Y5 2 {5, fEowl. 8. come not near me: come not=may
not come, JE1iE . 9. Philomel ['filmel ]=Nightingale. 10. come=may come. [E{Ii%E %,
11. nigh=near. near 4 EnighfLb 4% . our lovely ladyf&nighfy 5 iE .
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So good night with lullaby.”

When the fairies had sung their queen asleep' with this pretty lullaby,
they left her to perform the important services she had enjoined them.
Oberon then softly drew near his Titania, and dropped some of the love-

juice on her eyelids, saying, —

“What thou seest when thou dost? wake,
Do it for thy true-love take®.”

But to return to* Hermia, who made her escape out of her father’s horse
that night, to avoid the death she was doomed to’ for refusing to marry
Demetrius. When she entered the wood, she found her dear Lysander wait-
ing for her, to conduct her to his aunt’s house; but before they had passed
half through the wood, Hermia was so much fatigued, that Lysander, who
was very careful of this dear lady, who had proved her affection for him
even by hazarding her life® for his sake, persuaded her to rest till morning on
a bank of soft moss, and lying down himself on the ground at some little dis-
tance, they soon fell fast asleep. Here they were found by Puck, who, seeing
a handsome young man asleep, and perceiving that his clothes were made in
the Athenian fashion, and that a pretty lady was sleeping near him, concluded
that this must be the Athenian maid and her disdainful lover whom Oberon
had sent him to seek; and he naturally enough conjectured that, as they were
alone together, she must be the first thing he would see when he awoke; so,
without more ado, he proceeded to pour some of the juice of the little purple
flower into his eyes. But it so fell out’, that Helena came that way, and, in-
stead of Hermia, was the first object Lysander beheld when he opened his

eyes; and strange to relate, so powerful was the love-charm, all his love for

1. sung their queen asleep=sung their queen to sleep. 2. What thou seest...dost: thou /& you
B iE o X B, thoubkyou s 4 B3 UIRIRENK o thou/SHiFIENIA], —HEEAN - stalest i .
A1 : you see=thou seest; you saw =thou sawest; you take=thou takest; you do=thou dost(doest).
TERE, A LLUFHIS) you shall=thou shalt; you are=thou art; you will=thou wilt; you were=



