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Treasure Island: Double Variation of "History” and "Growth”

Xiong Yan

Abstract: Treasure Island by R. L. Stevenson, the British neo — romanticism novelist
of the 19™ century, is a typical initiation story in which the concept of historical time
is planted and a serious theme concerning the association between history and growth
is implied. It can also be regarded as an anti - Orientalism text. Living in the histor-
ical crossing of anti — colonization and returning to capitalism reasonableness, Jim,
the hero in the adventure finally grows up after a series of tests. The shrewd, aggres-
sive and rational teenager represents not only his own growth, but also the novelist’s
burning desire to return to orthodox spirit of capitalism, which is in accord with ratio-
nalism commencing in Europe in the 18" century.

Key words: growth historical time anti — Orientalism rationalism
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