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Architecture is an important part of a city, the social integration. With the social development and prog—
ress, architectures now have changed theirs forms from the single using functions. In addition, human civili—
zation has also endowed them with diversified functions including landscapes. As for a city, from its birth, its
historical accumulation and cultural connotation have set up close relationships with city architectures. In
another word, architectures can reflect the city’ s vicissitudes and also the city’ s development footmarks.

Though our city has a short history, diversified architectural styles and cultural accumulations embody the
distinctiveness of the city due to its special historical background and development experience. Baroque,
Gothic, European Classicism, Eclecticism, Art Nouveau and Chinese traditional styles------ A range of archi-
tectural styles and old city areas built in accordance with contemporary urban planning ideas all embodied
the European sceneries of the city, which can be regarded as a treasure and heritage left by our elder gen—
eration. In every period of the long process of history human beings can enrich and embellish history by
using their intelligence, hence we should preserve and inherit the city’ s culture and prolong and develop
the city’ s distinctiveness. It is the burden given by history and our elder generation.

City architectural forms reflect obvious characteristics of times. With the development of sciences and
technologies, new architectural materials are constantly emerging and a variety of architectures with modern
characteristics and designing ideas are showing to us. How to deal with the relationships between the di-
versified architectural styles and the contravention between different cultures and ideas? This is the right
topic we want to study. Every architecture has its own unavoidable features from the birth. So we should
preserve its original form from the views of cherishing history. But we must face the realities and follow the
trends of times. It will take several generation’ s efforts and hard work to make city original architectural
cultures blend with the elements of new historical periods, develop and form new ideas and thoughts and
create new characteristics of times.

In any time architectural designs can be regarded as a work full of enthusiasm. We should call for the en—
thusiasm. We urge our designers to understand and love the city, to feel and experience history, to realize
and understand life and to exploit and collect and sort cultural accumulation. The enthusiasm demands that
architects make new designing works remain a correct relationship with city .environment and inherent ar—
chitectural styles. Meanwhile it needs architects to deal with the relationship between part and whole and the
organic communication between history and modern times. As a cultural expression, people have different
ideas and views on architecture due to different levels of culture, social experience and background. It is ar—
duous to make the architecture themselves follow historical coherence and keep the pace with times. As for
a modern city, we can meet challenges in every period to deal with the diversified fixed forms in designing.
Thus we need to constantly explore, seek and create.

Governmental management itself on architectural ideas is instructive. What it encourages and advocates
is innovation, that how to inherit tradition on architectural design and make modern innovations? It needs
government agencies, public, planning department and architects to take it into careful consideration.

The activity to select the top ten architectures in new century through public appraisal is a trial and also a
discussion. Too many people from different fields participated in the activity. It indicated that public are very
keen on our topic and care for the future of our hometown and pay much attention to what kind of history and
culture we should pass to our next generation. On the other hand, it has shown that public place great hopes
on our governmental agencies.

The activity includes the periods of people’ s ballot and expert evaluation. The best works are all chosen
from the excellent ones. But it doesn’ t mean that the selected ones are absolutely good and they have
reached the highest level in architectural history. Comparatively speaking, the architects paid much effort,
hard work and intelligence on the naissance of their works, they dedicated themselves to the improvement
of city landscapes under certain situation. The activity expresses the government’ s determination to plan
and construct a better city. Doubtlessly it will mobilize the architects’ enthusiasm to produce better works
in future architectural practice and dedicate them to society, times and the future of the city.

In addition to the selected Top Ten architectures, the book also collects the accomplishments of a range
of excellent architectures built in recent years to show the newest achievements and development to the
public. We sincerely hope that all the circles put forward valuable opinions and suggestions on project plan—
ning and designing management.

Editor
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