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Introduction to Cars

® Passage A

Kinds of Cars

Cars of today have developed into many different body styles befitting their varied uses. Some

of these styles are listed below:

Three-door hatchback sedan, four-door sedan, five-door hatchback sedan, two-door hardtop,
four-door hardtop, station wagon, pickup, van and off-road sport cars.

The best style for you depends on the use to which you’ll put the car, where you live, the amount
of driving you do, your financial resources, and your personal tastes. The most common of these
styles — the family automobiles — come in many forms and are available in four basic sizes:

subcompact, compact, intermediate, and full-size.



Subcompacts

Cars of this size often have the lowest original cost and deliver the best fuel economy.
Subcompacts generally provide the best handling and easiest maneuvering and parking. However, due
to their shorter wheelbase (distance from center of front wheel to center of rear wheel) and their
lighter weight, subcompacts give a somewhat firmer ride, which some people prefer. Subcompacts
have three, four or five doors and are designed to seat four passengers comfortably. Current
subcompact hatchbacks are approximately 3900 mm long. In addition, many people find themselves
crowded inside a subcompact, especially sometimes in the minuscule back seats.

Despite their impressive gas mileage figures, however, subcompact overall maintenance cost can
sometimes run higher than their larger counterparts. This is due partly to the often cramped quarters
in which engine parts are installed. Repairing parts cost more, too, particularly for the imported cars.

Examples of subcompact cars: Figure 1-1 Ford: Fiesta; Figure 1-2 Nissan: Micra; Figure 1-3
Volkswagen: Gol; Figure 1-4 Chery: QQ.

Figurel-1 Ford: Fiesta Figurel-2 Nissan: Micra

Figure 1-3 Volkswagen: Gol Figure 1-4 Chery: QQ

Compacts

These models are a little larger than subcompacts. They give additional room in the front and
rear seats as well as added crash-protection for passengers. Original cost is somewhat higher than that
for the subcompacts. Fuel economy is comparable and maintenance access easier. Their somewhat
roomier nature and better ride ofien make compacts the choice of the economy-minded driver.
Compacts are approximately 4250 mm long in case of hatchbacks and 4 500 mm in the case of
saloons and estate cars. Compacts have room for five adults and usually have 4-cylinder engine.
These are the most popular vehicles in our country.

Examples of compact cars: Figure 1-5 Ford: Focus; Figure 1-6 Toyota: Corolla; Figure 1-7
Volkswagen: Sagetta; Figure 1-8 Volkswagen: Bora.
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Figure 1-7 Volkswagen: Sagitar Figure 1-8 Volkswagen: Bora

Intermediates

Also called mid-sized cars, intermediates provide what many consider to be the best trade-off
between economy and comfort. Parking maneuverability and fuel economy are superior to the
full-size models, while maintenance access, roominess and long-trip comfort are better than those of
the compacts and subcompacts. Intermediates have room for five adults and a large trunk (boot).
Engines are more powerful than compact cars and 6-cylinder engines are more common than in
smaller cars. Car sizes vary from region to region; in Europe, large family cars are rarely over
4700 mm long, while in North America they may be well over 4800 mm.

Examples of intermediate cars: Figure 1-9 Toyota: Camery; Figure 1-10 FAW: Besturn; Figure
1-11 Volkswagen: Magotan and Figure 1-12 Passat.

Figure 1-9 Toyota: Camery Figure 1-10 FAW: Besturn

Figurel-11 Volkswagen: Magotan Figurel-12  Volkswagen: Passat
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Introduction to Cars

Full-sizes

A full-size is typically a four-door car. These cars are the most powerful, with eight and
twelve-cylinder engines, so-called gas guzzlers and have more facilities than smaller models. Interior
roominess makes them the most comfortable cars for long trips. They’re still readily available in the
new car marketplace. Full-size cars may be well over 5000 mm long and are the roomiest vehicles.

Examples of full-size cars: Figure 1-13 FAW: HQ3; Figure 1-14 Volkswagen: AudiA8; Figure
1-15 BMW7Series; Figure 1-16 Mercedes Benz S-Class.

Figure 1-13 FAW: HQ3 Figure 1-14 Volkswagen: AudiA8

Figure 1-15 BMW7Series Figure 1-16 Mercedes Benz S-Class

Notes:

1. The best style for you depends on the use to which you’ll put the car, where you live, the
amount of driving you do, your financial resources, and your personal tastes. Fi& & H & FIEK=UEL
RTEMMAE. B, 2FLH . HERBUEDS MK,

2. Their somewhat roomier nature and better ride often make compacts the choice of the
economy-minded driver. BERKEILE T, TTHMEERE, ¥HEAALFELMNEEAR
HIEFE .

3. Parking maneuvering, and fuel economy are superior to the full-size models, while
maintenance access, roominess and long-trip comfort are better than those of the compacts and
subcompacts. {EF LM UMM ZTHER FRENRE, MABKHERME. FEE K&K
TP iE R T BB AR FE BN S

4. These cars are the most powerful, with eight and twelve-cylinder engines, so-called gas
guzzlers and have more facilities than smaller models. XSS/ FHR AWML LK 8 FTF 12 &
KEL, shhmias), HFHEBEE/PNRREFEEF2,

New Words

befit [bi'fit] v. EA, EH, A



Technical and Practical Reading

varied ['veorid] a. &F&FEH)
hatchback ['hatf'bzk] n. HAIIREHFHRE, HEE, BERX
sedan [si'den]n. () #HF
hardtop [ha:dtop] n. BB EMNIRE
pickup ['pikAp] n. -k, /pMR%E
financial [fai'nznfal] a. £&RIAY, TFELAY
subcompact ['sAb’kompakt] n. #H/PEIKEE
compact ['kompzkt] a. ZEN, BEHEM, WHEH

n. BERMKE
intermediate [inta'mi:diat] a. FFERH), I

n. PERRE
full-size ['ful'saiz] a. &K K
n. REGRZE
maneuvering [ma'nu:varig] n. R4
wheelbase ['wi:lbeis] n. FiI/E#Z FH AR, BEE
minuscule [mi'nAskju:l] a. #U/NE, /NEFH
counterpart ['kauntspa:t] n. {24
cramped [krempt] a. BRER, FHEH
crash-protection (krz[pro'tekfon] n. BiiETEE
trade-off [trei do:f] n. &5y, 3H#
comparable ['komporabl] a. A LLEHY, 18 EAY
roominess ['ru:minis] n. ZEiE, R
trunk [tragk] n. (VREET) 172/
boot [bu:t] n. [FE IR T4
choice [tfois] a. 5350, KEiEMH
n.

guzzler ['gazlo] n. JHERE
interior [in'tioria] a. &MY
readily ['redili] ad. TAEEH, 25 H#1

Phrases and Expressions

station wagon /MEfTHE, ITHE

original cost JRIGHAS, M, JFME

gas mileage — NG TRA BRE
maintenance cost #EBFHR, B4, RHiEH
be superior to  HLEERER, T, Mt

" maintenance access AEHEZS|A]

Chery # ¥, aFEiIA%F



Toyota FEH, FHRHF

FAW —i%

Ford #&%F, fRAEAH, BEHRT

Nissan JEZ, H/™R%E, H™

Volkswagen KAX, KRIEE, KRRKREAT

EXERCISE 1

Mark the following statements with T (True) or F (False) according to the passage.

1. Subcompacts often have the highest original cost and deliver the best fuel economy.

2. Compacts have space for four adults and usually have 8-cylinder engine.

3. Engines of intermediates are usually more powerful than compact cars.

4. Car sizes vary from region to region in Europe and North America according to the passage.

5. Full-size cars are the most powerful with eight and twelve-cylinder engines and have more
facilities.

EXERCISE 2
Translate the following phrases into Chinese or English.

1. station wagon

JRR %A

. mid-sized cars

2
3
4. — ISR AT TR R A
5
6
7

. maintenance cost

Y s A

a four-door car

EXERCISE 3
Fill in the blanks with the suitable words or phrases given below, changing the form where
necessary.
approximately back seats economy-minded financial
crash-protection | compact wheelbase trade-off
trunk powerful

1. The best style for you depends on the use to which you’ll put the car, the amount of driving
you do, your resources, and your personal tastes.

2. The most common of these styles are available in four basic sizes: subcompact,
intermediate, and full-size.

3. Due to their shorter and their lighter weight, subcompacts give a somewhat firmer
ride, which some people prefer.

4. Current subcompact hatchbacks are 3,900 mm long.

5. In addition, many people find themselves crowded inside a subcompact, especially sometimes



