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NEW STYLE IN NEW WORKS

—Yang Ren kai—

Of late years 1 mostly worked in the other parts of the coun
try and sometimes was invited to go abroad to visit so stay -
ed in Shenyang few days At times | recalled the friends oy
mine, with whom we saw @ lot of each other in the pust. bur alrer
all  we didn' t communicate by missages  Recently I saw  Mr
Ma Xue peng's latest mountains and waters paintings by chunce.
my eyes took on an entirely new complexion and | was impossi
ble to prevent from sighing with motion for them

1 g0t to know Mr. Ma Xue peng aver ten years ago and was only
aware that he was expert in figures painting. Later on he ent
ered Lu Xun Academy of Fine Arts 1o engage in Chinese painting

studies in graduate ¢lass. A)though revolving range was widespread .1

gures painting was still his main subject. Soonly Figures of all kinds
in his paintings appeared before my eyes for a long time. 1t is hardly

realized in 4 moment. that he has started painting mountains and  wa-

ters after a few years and taken a completely new appedrence. Who
would have expected that it is true. Through friendly tulking after
long separation.l have learned thal he went to Guangzhou Academy of
Fine Arts three years ago 1o engage in mountains and waters puinting
under professors Li Xiong cai . Chen lin zhang and Lin Feng xu. Many
of his landscapes 1saw the first time were written by him during stu-
dying in Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts. In July of 198K, our ap-
praisal group of Chinese uncient paimtings and calligraphies transfered
from Shandong and Jilin provinces to Lizoning province when Mr. Ma
Xue peng's nainting exhibition was being held in Lidoning Art Gullery
of Shenyang. In the exhibition were many new works besides the paintings
exhibited in Shanghai and Guangzhou.and the exhibits were much more
fich and varied than the ones in Giuangzhou not valy in quality.but alsain
quantity. | was lucky 1o visil the exhibition and it deeped my undersian -
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ding of Chinese painting.After a few days.l invited my colleague.  famous

artist Mr. Xie Zhi liu ro visit the exhibition once again. We were excited

very much and held thut the typical northeast scene was communicated by

4 Mourish of the artist 's painting brush. like a red plum tree revealed  o-

ver the wall

In the history of Chinese painting . it ts not strange at all  that early

artists held two or more subjects concurrently and only in tne later stage

of the history artists began 1o lay particular emphasis on one of arts. Yang

Hui zhi.great sculpture master of Tang Dynasty, was good al painting and

cqually famous with wu Dao xuan: Li Gong lin. famous great master of

Northern Song Dynasty . was skilled in figures and horses  painting  and

could also write mountains and waters. Such examples can be given more

and more. but it is unnecessary todoso. 1t must he understood. that all

hranches of plastic art don'1 have sharp limits between themselyves and are

interlinked with each other. Learners can choose one or several kinds of

ans in accordance with their own interest. Artists have different jnterest.

so they can be expert in different kinds of arts. Therefore it is my tem-

porary misunderstanding that 1 regarded it as a sudden change  vhat Mr
Ma Xue peng is engaged in landscape painting instead of former figures
Painting. In fact there must occur conflict between objective reality and un-

dutation of artists creation thoug htiduring)practice of painting arz-4nd as a con-

sequence. arl makes unceasing progress. Although all kinds of arts are 1i-
mited by moulding means respectively. nature scenery gives human inex-
haustible mendal €njoyment and greatly enlightens artists” intelligence
its different poses and

and makes them to embrace i, to collect

thus affecting all spectators.  1is

expressions into their paintings.

profound influence is impossible to be swted clearly in g

few words. If my such a little experience conforms more or fess

1o the law of objective development in things 1o this maybe inn-
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erly tinky Mr.Ma Xue pengs pursuit of ari. engaging in landscape

painting instead of figures painting.

A scholar wha has been

predecessors said. away three  days

must be looked at with new eyes. It is true that | associate with
Mr.Ma Xue peng.| ever know that mr.Ma Xue peng isan initiative artist
and never contented with his achievements. His inflexible pur
suit after art is the motive force of his neverending changes and
improvements_ He has got benefit from greal masters’ advisements.

ancient masterpieces and often

life.

assimilated the essence of

observed and learned from real He'is always and eag

erly longing for art  day and night. he has lofty artistic senti:
ment. so he has been coming up to perfect realm.

I have seen over hundred works eiarly and late.and have been
Mr.Ma Xue peng

with

fascinated by their obvious features of the times

has described thousands mountains and waters his skilled

brush. Hix paintings are in various postures and alwayvs keep
new. and dont look duplicate.The scenery in his paintings looks
Familiar Those works portraying Changhai Mountains contain

very strung homesickness of the painter, thus arouse spectators

u

restrainable feeling deeply attached to their homeland: in  the

primeval forest a1 the beginning of the autumn maple leaves are

reddencd thoroughly, displaying unlimited scene and showing un(-

versal selfless love to the people. Every accomplish arfist js

respected and esteemed. and his works could be handed dowy

and always maintained new. just because he has assimilated so

beautiful scenery with his fine heart and extraodinary skill,

and leaved his works for the world

As far as | know. Mr. Ma Xue peng's painting exhibition:

first in Guangzhou and late in Shenyang were always full of spe
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ctators and were admired greatly with one voice. owing to the

artistic charm of his works. Fellow artists in the two ci-
ties were invited to forum. This way is very good, and can heed
the opinions from defferent quarters. A stone from other hills
may serve to polish the jade of this one. (Advice from others
may help one overcome one’s shortcoming .)" | had read relevent

minutes of forum from the beginning to end. got the same feeling. and

1 am willing to take passages from the minutes into the preface as my

opinion that 1 would have expressed . but did not do.

Famous artist Guan Shapyue wrote down' such words of pregnant implied
meaning after visit of the exhibition as follows: " Collecting all the spring
Scene into the tip of painting brush " . which means . that an artist has art
talent to portray nature. and is in agreement in meaning with the phrase
of Shi Tao.the Qin Dynasty painter: searching for all the wonderfull mo-
unts to sketch. " Mr. Li Xong cai , the artist " s professional teacher . insc-
ribed in the forum: " work hard and reap profits . compendious and comp-
rehensive, 10 encourage him to do still better It shows clearly.that the pro
fits are gained from intensive and hard cultivation. There is no exception
to this for all the accomplish artists. both ancient and modern.C hinese and
foreign.

Mr. Fang Chu xiong from Guangzhou Academy of Fine Aris said per-
tinently: " First, the exhibition feels quite serious.Second.at present the-
re are many people. wha juggle with brush and jnk.don "t eat cooked food
of man's world, regardless of south or nprth. their painting intention is
rough, their temperament of life is apari from the times. Bui the
works in the exhibition have rich flavour of life and strong s

‘of the times and have expresented the beauty of life.

nse
Third,
urs on the paintings are treated changefully, have not only
mentum, but also concrete description, so

give us much

food for thoughtes In addition there were a good few artists in

Guangzhou made speeches fervently. As space is limited, it is
only possible to make a few copies from thé forum notes as ap-
praisal of Mr. Ma Xue peng's works as above mentipned

Artists of Shenyang took floor one after amnother in the fo-
rum equally fervently and placed great hopes on the artist. The
speech made by professor Yan Shao xiang of Lu Xun Academy
of Fine Arts was short. but sincerely affectional He said.

-There are over hundred pictures which have not been sty -
lized in features and it is not easy accomplishing like this ay tra
ditional Chinese paintings. His paintings stem from lile He
has experienced various trials and made exporations in techni que.
He has descrided such  rich and magnificent mountains and waters
and has probuced such lively and moving works . just as a resull of his

skilled tra nal technique in combination with real life professar
Zhong Zhi fu has made same resemble speech. expressing the same  mea-
ning. Former president of Lu Xun Academy of Fine Arts . Mr. Zhang
Wang said, “Artists from south and north should exchange expenences
and techniques  The art exhibition is conspicuous for its combination of
south and north artistic techniques. ‘Let a hundred flowers blosom = * u
sing all kinds of technique and each does by his own strong points
Another farmer president of Lu Xun Academy of Fine Aris Mr. Wang

Sheng lie said. I feel . that he is imbued with warmth o life

aad his cause.constantly exploring and pursueing in art | dare say .he isni
apart from thinking of art a day. His spirit of practice is moving. ' Ar-
fists' painting is symbols of his character and morality In his works is
not false. E very brush stroke is not the least bit negligent He has o real
sentiment of hard learning from life. throws all his energy into his work.

doesn’ 1 juggle with brush and ink, and seeks for tuitous effect . Buy he



is making advance in art and should continue making still greater efforts
from higher art claim. = These words are both encouragement

d urge.

1 hope to say some words about concrete analysis of press circles for
Mr, Ma Xue peng s works. In newspaper (Liaoning dailyjof July. 9th.
1988 was published Shi Qing yin's acticleNortheast spirit and muscu-
line vigorous deautyy.which points out . " T hese works are fruit of North-
cast artists” quality . feelings and technique in combination with south
school’s specialitiesss=*Varied artistic languages have been applied in exhi-
bited works.which are full of exploring spirit,both compact and unrestrai-
ned.from single ink to colour-ink blend.from terseness-simplicity to la-
yer upon layer accumulation. There are also a few snow scenes writen
by him with new technique, which have some touch of “Vang-
uard”

GAutumn Rhyme)is a huge picture made up of five pieces
of 2 metres long papers, Dense ink-layer upon burned ink-layer
are accumulated each other.-pulsating lines.both fine and thick .
have made the tableaus reveal nimbleness through thickness. The
two paintings depicting Huangshan mountains and Lijiang river
are not simply copying the objects.but painting its essence(have
vained the objects’ essence forgetting their forms).like wild cur-

e hand of calligraphy and have entered into realm of expres-
sion. In a television show of Liasoning Television station was
broadcasted an expository speech to

{writing appearence of ten thousands crags and forrents) wri-
ten and directed by Cheng Han, representing Mr, Ma Xue peng’s
creative work from life to painting, and showing hardship
and happiness of the artist’s working overall, The picture (snow
pine)has described in details. Silver clud and white clothing.
ice scruptures and jade cuts, chill entered into the very flesh
of the men .In the deep pine forest couldbe seen dimply a tem-
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ple. The ancient temple in the immense forest after snow
is peaceful, secluded and spotless to lead one into reveries. In
brief. Mr. Ma Xue peng’s works have been highly appraised
from different quarters. Artists have put forward thier own vi-
ews on and wishes to the future of Mr. Ma Xue lengs art creation
from various angles. thi er words are sincere and wishes-earn-
est.80 must be conducive to the artist to make still further progress

Mr. Ma Xue peng's art achievement is far from being so
and could not be clarified in a few words. It may be summa.
rized in a word as follows: He has understanding of art  out-
look and hasdeeper experienced that life is the only source of
artistic creation, carrying forward the art tradition.thus can ga-
in profits from many great masters and further having a per-
fect command of technique Exactly for this reason. his new
style in his new works gushes out and constantly flows down the
rivers and into the seas

The artist told me that Lisoning Art Publishing House will
start compiling and printing 4n eéxquisite album of his paintings
and asked me to write a preface.l should be glad to do so and
summed up appraisements from the art specialists of all quar-
ters into such preface on the basis of the former preface.there-
by ta express my congratulation and wish him obtain still higher and
ne wer great achievement on the voyage through the art ocean

wrote in the Mu-yu-lou. 4th Oct | 9 8 8
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