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READ THE NATURE

——Geological Wonder and Vegetation Geography of
the Three Parallel Rivers Region in Northwest Yunnan
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Lain between 25°30'~29°00' N, 98°00'~100°30' E, the north-western Yunnan of China
is a mystic land. Although there had been stories and myths from European clergymen and
naturalists who touched the region since early 19th century, it was rekindled by findings on its
marvelous geology, unique landscapes and cultures, and extremely rich biodiversity through deep

investigations into the region recently.
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Topography of the Three Parallel Rivers region
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Location of the area of Three Parallel Rivers (red area on the map)
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Nujiang River (upper reaches of the Salween River), Lancang River (upper reaches
of the Mekong River) and Jinsha River (upper reaches of the Yangtze River), flow abreast

from north to south, forming a unique nature marvel, so called Three Parallel Rivers.
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Marvelous Geology
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A sutural area between Gondwanaland and southeastern margin of
Asian continent
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Three Parallel Rivers region is supposed to be a sutural area between Gondwanaland and
southeastern margin of Asian continent. Due to its extremely diverse habitats and topography, it
supports a rich biodiversity and various vegetations. The region is also rich in endemic species,

including the primitive ones and newly evolved ones. It is a biodiversity hot-spot of the world.
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Clues of geological history
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Pillow basalt in Baima
Snow Mt.
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Ice-rafted gravels in Carboniferous sedimentary rock, Laowohe, Liuku
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Abyssal red radiolarian silica rock cropped out——Gongka village in Dégén
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Red-beds of Early Tertiary occurred at 4200m
altitude on the Baima Snow Mt., showing drastic
uplift of this region since Late Tertiary.
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Ophiolite exposed at the Baima Snow Mt.
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Folds of tectonic compression in Bamzerag, Jinsha River
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Geological wonder of upper Lancang River valley
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Huge Rocks in Bamzerag, Jinsha River
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Vertical red sandstone, mouth of Yongzhi river
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gluo, Nujiang River valley
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Vertical schist, Bingzhon
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Wonderful Three Parallel Rivers
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Incised meanders of Lancang River, Yunling, Déqén Incised meanders of Jinsha River




