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As the old saying goes: a watched pot never boils. The achievements | have made in the
fields of architectural renderings are totally out of my expectation.Over ten years ago,
with my deep love for art and full capacity of ardor, I left my family and all the relatives.
This was the first time for me to be far away from my hometown. While turning back, |
stared at the vast land, having no idea when | would return, nor knowing what is lying

ahead of me. At that very r‘loment, what was deeply rooted in my mind.was never to stop

probing into the tt t th b s
vimsmere. WEITTERN A e beginning
The life in noisy cities and that in tranquil countries, and the rapid developed

modern material civilization and the rural culture of enjoying Chinese opera and
playing cards form sharp contrast, which has essentially changed my outlook on life. |
dealt with all the things | experienced with a Chinese farmer's characteristic, thatis
simplicity and devotion to the work, and eagerly assimilated the modern

civilization like a sponge.

Thanks to my gift on painting, soon | settled down in the circles of design of plan

in Shenzhen and started my career later in Fujian. During these years, some of my
designs received commendations, such as the work of celebrating Macao's return to
the motherland was selected into "Package & Design”, and another one for Ministry of
Construction's commemoration on the 10th anniversary of the issue of Laws on
Archives exhibition received the award as Excellence. | was also in charge of
supervising the publication of the album of paintings about Fujian province to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China.

At the end of 2000, to help a friend of mine, | came to Shanghai to make an
advertisement brochure for an architectural models company, which offered me the
first opportunity to engage in renderings. With the attitude of being responsible for the
design and the professional ethics of pursuing aesthetic formed during past years, |
could not appreciate these renderings for a simple reason, i.e. the artistic flavor, the
feeling of being moved, the soul of the work and artistic atmosphere could not be found
among these works. In my opinion, computer is but an applicable tool rather than
something to restrain people's mind. When | put forward my personal idea as the
propositions about the design at that very moment, | had no idea that my idea would
change the whole frame of this profession.

Once | was in an attempt to perfect a rendering, the result turned out not to be

better than the one | had denied. | came to realize that different fields are separated as
by mountains. In qrder to achieve the aesthetic effect, | read through data, sensed the
renderings and studied the techniques and means all night long-+- - fortunately, itis
correct to regard both architecture and its renderings as the art form at the very
beginning. To some extent, the understanding and comprehension of art is applicable
to all. With prudentapproach to each architectural model, | try to comprehend the
thoughts the architects aim to convey, to realize the architecture's personality, emotion,
sex and life= -+ Frequently, with bottles of beers and piles of cigarette butts, | am in
pursuit of the inspiration in the rock music. Gradually, my style of painting has drawn
more attention within the cirlcles. Meanwhile, | want to show my gratitude for their
offering me the creative space, which indicates that they have provided me, the one
who engaged in painting, with a relaxed environment for creation so that | can best
convey their plan on the basis of mutual understanding and communication. | am
stricted with each of the works in an excessive way and ruthlessly disapprove of some
customers'inappropriate requirements, for in my opinion, art cannot hold any blemish.
Here, please accept my apology for my improper attitude in this regard. Whenever the
artistic atmosphere and the effect emerging on the renderings move the architect, | am
greatly satisfied. As a result of my success in rendering, now designing planning has
turned out to be my occasional interest. Many designers within the circle jokingly
address me as the master. As a matter of fact, | just explore the ways of how to turn the
conception of renderings into the expression of arts of architectural renderings. How
can | deserve this fame?

Originality implies constant surpassing oneself.

Simplicity indicates the pursuit for artistic life.

From the very beginning, the company's being entitled O.Simple infers my

pursuit and understanding for artistic creation, which might be deeply rooted in my
mind in that very stare when | left home years ago. | was once asked: "After painting
and planning for almost a decade, you have not made great achievements except for
some trivial success, but you have done it in the fields of architectural renderings by
chance. Does it sound a little bit ironic?" "It is just for fun." | answered with a smile. But
"fun"is the very word that expresses a state in the theory of paintings. I still love
painting and planning. When | designed the first volume of O.Simple Architectural
Renderings, | did not expect that it would evoke such reverberation. Just for the
purpose of not neglecting the design of plan, | did not lay much emphasis on the quality
of the content at that time. Now, | have raised the second volume of O Simple
Architectural renderings to a level of art, with the aim of introducing computerized
paintings into the world of art. | hope to work jointly with my companions to introduce
the architectural renderings to the palace of art as soon as possible, and we are eager
to see large number of talents emerge in this field in the future.

Lu Libao
Oct,2002 Central Academy of Fine Arts,Beijng,China
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Even now | still clearly recall the anxiety and fear | experienced when | wrote a preface for Mr. Lu Libao's first O.Simple Architectural Renderings last year. With my shallow knowledge, how can | expound clearly to readers
that O.Simple Architectural Renderings have been raised to the height of artistic creation by Mr. Lu, and a new artistic era of architectural renderings has started in which computers are employed? Later | was of great
gratification and pleasure to learn that "O.Simple Architectural Renderings" had been almost out of stock within three months after its appearance on market, and the books are also collected by some large libraries.

In the early October of this year, when Dr. Zhang Pengyu from Tongji University in Shanghai was evaluating designing and planning scheme for the city of Tian Yi Era in City Wuwei, Gansu Province, the hometown of
China's "Heavenly Steed”, he displayed ten architectural renderings produced by Mr. Lu and O.Simple Company for this community. As Dr. Zhang showed these ten renderings, the experts on evaluation and other
distinguished guests present at this meeting, totally over thirty, couldn't help marveling at them. I'm not sure whether it was because they had never seen such kind of works or it was because they were moved by the
atmosphere of the works. As for me, however, | was deeply touched at the sight of them: in the bustling, wandering city, these works seemed to be singing--

Can life be brilliant?

@ ®
ain See imple
Yes, this is homeland where years are like songs! ®

After the scheme evaluating meeting, Dr. Zhang and | had lunch together. At the Juncheon | told to Dr. Zhang that Lu Libao's techniques tended to be perfect, and he could express himself more freely in his works. Dr.
Zhang told me that Mr. Lu and his O.Simple Image Design Co. won all the five prizes set in the evaluating meeting in the recently-ended National Architectural Renderings Contest.

Before that, | only heard that upon invitation Mr. Lu had brought his architectural renderings to the drawing exhibition held by the Central Art College, and | had never known that he could won all types of prizes atone
stroke. The day before yesterday | congratulated him through telephone and inquired his plan for the future by chance. He answered, "Still several cans of beer, a pile of cigarette butts, the mouse in my hand and inspiration in
my mind---"

Undoubtedly, this is a quite fruitful year for Mr. Lu, and in addition, "0.Simple Architectural Renderings” will be put into print very soon. This is a collection of fine works, in which all his first-class works of recent years
are compiled. Although | have never had the good luck to appreciate all the works in the book, from the partial works of the light discs sent by Mr. Lu, | sensed a thing that amazed me --style.

Throughout the ages, what the artists long for is not fame, wealth or status; but:

To present characteristics and create personal style!

I do not know whether Mr Lu takes great pains to pursuit this style or he just puts forth the style naturally;nor do | know how to explain the kind of style | sensed in his works.

I do not intend to ask him, because I think maybe time will show it.

Wang Zongwen
Oct, 2002 Wuwei,Gansu Province China
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