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Tangshan Shadow Play, also named “Luanzhou Shadow Play” , is one of the influential Chinese shadow

plays. With the ancient Luanzhou (the present region including Luanxian, Laoting and Changli) as its center, it
was popular in eastern Hebei, Liaoning, Jilin,Helongjiang and inner Mongolia, and prevailed in Beijing in the
Ming and Qing dynasties. So Luanxian and the neighboring counties was the most famous place where shadow
play was performed.

The performance of Tangshan shadow play is a synthesis and complete art,in which the enchanting
movements of the figures are manipulated by the players.So to speak ,plays a very important role in manifesting
the refined dramatic gestures and expressions of the shadow play figures,from which the audience derive such
keen enjoyment.

The modeling in Tangshan shadow play, a shining pearl in the treasure house of Chinese folk art, is quite
unique in style. The varied and colourful character roles, costumes, props and sceneries in Tangshan shadow
play are entirely different from those in other areas in the west and central-south China.

The manufacturing procedure of Tangshan shadow play figures consists of six stages: scraping the donkey
hide, washing the donkey hide, cutting, colour processing and applying varnish. Cutting is the key to embody
the a esthetic value of the shadow play figures and has a direct bearing on the effect of the performance. In the
Song Dynasty, the folk artists used to employ plain white paper as the material for cutting figures, and later on,
with the improvement of skills in cutting, sheep skin and colours were used. In the Ming Dynasty, Huang Suzhi
from Luanzhou revitalized the shadow play and also used paper and sheep skin which were later replaced by
donkey hide. Being pliable and strong, donkey hide has been used to make shadow play figures up to now.

The uniqueness of a shadow puppet lies in the fact that it is a work of both the highly exaggerative and
decorative pattern art and the art of cutting. It has the same origin as paper—cutting. Tangshan shadow play
figures and their costumes are influenced by local operas, but are more stereotyped and stylized. Some people
describe shadow play as a drama in which “puppets talk across paper (screen), shadows express their emotion,
one mouth can relate stories of thousands of years, and two hands can signal a million soldiers in fighting.”

The figures for shadow play are felinely crafted, full of strong folk—style and worth collecting.
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