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AS A FOREIGN ARCHITECT IN AN ASIAN
COUNTRY ANDREW J. SIGFRIDS

As a foreign architect in an Asian country, challenges of tradition and culture were unmistakably an
issue I was to confront when I started practicing in this country. Western culture and traditions are far
different from Eastern culture and traditions. The implementation and, more importantly, the adaptation
intrigued me the most about taking my career to a country like China. With concerns for the prior, I
relentlessly searched for a company that could fulfill my needs and desires to both practice my western
education and learn eastern style, design, culture, and values. What I found was a near seamless synergy
of balance between black and white, styles and perspectives, amongst largely open—minded multi—
disciplinary professionals working toward a common goal. Communication is inevitably a challenge for

any non—native working in a foreign country, but unceasing endeavors to portray creative ideas amongst
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colleagues in a clear manner is what has struck me most about Dblant International. Working here has
given me insight to not only the Chinese mind but into my own mind as a reflection to what I have
learned through my life and how miniscule that is compared to what is in the future. This future is one
that will see China grow and be part of a global society where individuality and creativity will be highly
valued and respected. Dblant International gives me a chance to make this impression in a creative yet
structured way so I can not only improve my personal skills as an architect, but also hopefully improve

the built environment in rapidly growing country.

Q. & A.

QUESTION COLLECTOR: =%, ANSWER GIVER: J.—F. BRULET

Q.1."What role do you think working is playing in your life? Is it all of your life, just a measure to
make a living, a way to serve people or to testify your value ?"

Creativeness has its roots in my everyday life, I guess it's the same for you.

In terms of yearly percentage, I spend 50% of my time regarding each shape, color, feeling or
fact as a potential source of inspiration that will influence my work. For instance, would you believe
that I could observe the tension between the horizontality of a brick of butter and the verticality of a
marmalade pot at breakfast?

I spend at least 23% of my yearly time in the agency, that's the inescapable place where influences
are combined and materialized.

Mathematically, work is not all my life because, as normal people, I spend the 27% left sleeping.

Concerning people and money, more seriously, [ would say that an architect reaches maturity when
he becomes conscious of the important role he plays within the society and when Architecture becomes
his way to fulfill a social mission rather than a way to get rich.

Money has never been my first motivation, may my two former wives forgive my priorities.

Q.2."Do you have superiority complex here ?"

Interesting question; most of the time we would speak about inferiority complex.

To be true, neither here nor anywhere else have I known how it feels but it surely involves
superiority.

If T can help, [ know two remedies to prevent this desease : humility and complementarity.

As long as one knows that there's always someone higher, stronger and better than oneself,

as long as one believes that sharing and/or exchanging potentials is the key to efficiency, one

shouldn't be victim of superiority complex.
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Q.3."How much do you know of China and which city do you like most ?"

One of the interesting parts of my job is travelling. As exhausting as some business trips can be, I
never miss a chance of learning a little more from China during a mission. I've always discovered places
the better when I had to work with their people.

During these last six years in China, professional obligations have led me to 12 provinces (Guand
ong,Hubei,Shandong,Liaoning,Shanxi,Zhejiang,Jiangxi,Yunnan,Sichuan,Henan,Jianshu,Hunan) , to 1
autonomous region (Inner Mongolia), to 4 municipalities (Shanghai,Tianjin,Beijing,Chongqing ) and to
1 special administrative region (Hong Kong) .

The names of cities,towns and places are mixed up in my memory but some of them let me get
enough nice things to remember and became my favorite ones.

There are as many reasons to like a city as reasons to hate it. It depends on eachone's point of view.
Personaly,nobody ever managed to make me move from SHANGHAI where all my friends are. But
if there had to be a top four, I would add QINGDAO for its quality of life, KUNMING for its ethnic

diversity and all of INNER MONGOLIA for the natural kindness of its people.

Q.4."What kind of ability do you think a designer should have necessarily ?"
Beyond all the basic abilities required to be a designer, something echoes in my head as a motto that
would express responsability,creativeness,knowledge and control.Something like :

"The duty of daring,the mastery of daring".

Q.5."What characters do you think Chinese architects lack most ?"

I wouldn't generalize nor offend a brother architect. I would only tell that INTEGRITY and
DEONTOLOGY are the two things that I had to sacrifice sometimes to survive in the chinese business
system. A lot of professionals even ignore these two values. Let's blame it to some unscrupulous teachers

and corrupt clients .

Q.6."What's your idea of fashion ?"

Personaly,I'm not keen on fashion and as long as I remember, I've never been addicted to it.It
doesn't mean I don't like style.Nevertheless,I've always been fascinated by fashion as a code reflecting a
socio—eco—political context in a certain short period.Fashion offers a panoply of signs that helps to read
and understand a social group,a region or a country.

Danger appears when,paradoxically, fashion (so ephemeral) is used to justify urban development
options (supposed to be sustainable) .

All over China,how many projects have been called "Olympic" eventhough they had nothing to do
with the games Won't their names sound old fashioned after 2008 ?

What will become of Luodian Scandinavian town,Songjiang English town,and the Spanish one,the
German one ...once after Expo' 2010 , the "International" fashion will be history ?

Good news,I've heard that one of these new satelite towns around Shanghai would be a Chinese

one.



