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,,,,, Preface

As Beijing, the capital of China, is becoming more and
more cosmopolitan,' more public parks have appeared and

their sur have more p They play an
important role in enlivening people's daily life, improving
Beijing's i and pi ing popular ge of
science.

One of the many imperial gardens in Beijing was turned into
a public park in 1914. But by the time of the founding of the
People's Republic of China in 1949 there were only six public
parks in Beijing with a total area of 760 hectares. In the past

+four decades, especially in the past 17 years during China

sumplementation of an open policy, many new parks have
been built. There are at present more than 120 public parks
with a total area of 4,000 hectares, receiving 110 million
domestic and 3.7 million overseas visitors a year. Every of
the 18 districts and counties under the Beijing municipal
administration has public parks. Some rural towns and
villages have their own parks.

There is a great variety of parks, such as the Beijing Zoo,
old people's park, children's park, sculpture park, Park of
Famous Chinese Pavilions, Bamboo Garden, and the Rose
Garden and Potted Plant Garden of the Beijing Botanical
Garden.

The former imperial gardens in Beijing represent the
gardening art of several thousand years of China. In the
construction of new public parks in Beijing the designers
always assimilate fine Chinese traditional gardening
techniques and those from abroad. During the process a

{ i builders and

of p
maintenance personnel has grown.
The Beijing government has invested great efforts in the
construction of public parks both in the city and the
outskirts. We compiled this picture album to show the
in the of parks.

Wei Guangzhi
Chief of the Public Park and Landscape Administration of Beijing

Chairman of the Beijing Public Park Association
July 1997
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Summer Palace
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Buddha Fragrance Tower
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C onstruction of the best
preserved imperial garden
in the world today began in
1750. It was destroyed by
British and French troops in
1860 and rebuilt in 1888. The
Buddha Fragrance Tower,
Long Corridor, Marble Boat
and Garden of Harmonious In-
terest are the cream of architec-
ture in the world. The Sum-
mer Palace combines the beauty
of man-made and natural
scenery, representing the best
of gardening art of China
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Garden of Harmonious Interest
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Long Corridor The Construction Complex of
™ the Buddha Fragrance Tower
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