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Kingdom of Volcanoes, Shrine of Thermal Springs-ARXAN

Arxan is located on the middle section of hilly Daxing’anling Ranges, northeast Inner Mongolia, where owns numerous volcanoes, thermal

springs and other various geoheritage and unique geomorphological landscapes.
> The Arxan volcanic group, also known as “Halaha volcanic group”, is one of-the famous volcanic groups in China, which was formed by

the multiple eruptions in the Quaternary. The Arxan volcanic group is not only of a vast lava platform, but also of many high volcanic cones
and several hundreds of regularly arranged lava tumuli. The lavas are different in shape, such as wavy sea or sculpture garden. There are a lot of
anatectic inclusions in lavas from the mantle about one hundred kilometers deep, and these inclusions are not only the precious specimens for
exploring the deep internal information of the Earth, but also the rare gens for development. In addition, the grand crater lakes (marr lakes) and
lava-blocked lakes are widely distributed in the vast green forest like a series of sapphires, displaying extremely charming and pleasant scenery.
Besides, the co-existence of numerous warm, cold and mineral springs is quite rare even in the world, these springs are not only of high medical
value, but also containing natural mysteries. The entire Arxan volcanic group is a natural volcanic museum, integrating with the different charming
views of four seasons and distinct local cultural history, the Arxan National Geopark is like a wonderland full of scientific connotation and culture.

In order to display the Arxan’s beauties and mysteries and make a better development of local rare resources, Professors Tian Mingzhong, Wu
Fadong and Zhang Jiaping et al at the China University of Geosciences, Beijing, based on the scientific studies there for many years, complete this
album “Arxan—Kingdom of Volcanoes and Thermal Springs” , with exquisite photos and popular Chinese-English interpretations, summarizing
the geoheritage characteristics Shrine of profound history of Arxan National Geopark, it is not only a good scientific monograph, but also a
straightaway reading matter of popular sciences.

I sincerely wish that the album will be published as early as possible, which could be helpful for the publics to understand the beauties of
Arxan, and make Arxan step out of the remote area and into the world.
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More than 800 years ago, Genghis Khan, the first emperor of
the Yuan Dynasty, organized an agile and brave cavalry to found
the Great Mongolia Kingdom in Arxan area, where the numerous
volcanoes and thermal springs are widely distributed in the vast
and thick forests.

During the Neogene and Quaternary, the earth was shaking
and the red lavas erupted from the deep lithosphere, which
blocked the Halaha River, covered the primary forest in Arxan
area. Now, these volcanoes have become dormant, Arxan area
displays its peaceful and beautiful scenery after the volcanic
activity.

Arxan is a natural volcanic museum, there are a lot of lofty
volcanic cones, craters in the flourishing pine forest; a series of
lava-blocked lakes on the Halaha river.

Arxan was got its name because of its water, the former
name as Harun « Arxan, which means "the hot holy water" in
Mongolian. The strong volcanic activity not only created a
large-scale volcanic geoheritage sites, but also provided a good
condition for the formation of thermal springs. The Arxan
thermal spring group contains cold, warm, hot as well as boiling
springs, where has become the second largest functional spring
group in the world.

Besides the volcanoes and thermal springs, Arxan also has
beautiful natural beauty and unique urban scenery. The sinuous
national boundary river, vast forest and grassland comprise a
natural beautiful picture in north China, the extensive ice world
in winter and the European-style architectures decorate this
border tourism city.
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Arxan National Geopark is located in Arxan City of Xing'an League, Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region. The geopark is composed of five sceneic areas,
they are: Tianchi Volcano Group, Arxan Thermal Spring Group, Granite Stone
Forest in Rose Peak, Sanjiaoshan River Port River, and Haosen Valley scenic

areas, with a total area of about 814 km®.

Arxan National Geopark enjoys a beautiful scenery, rare and various
geoheritage sites, characterized by the unique, typical and diverse volcanic
geoheritage, thermal springs, granite landforms, mountain lakes, and plateau
meandering rivers. This geopark is like a geological encyclopedia for exploring
the uplifting mechanism of Mongolian Plateau, and studying the evolution of the
geoenvironment in north China and the Sino-Mongolian border changes.

It is the largest volcano and thermal springs-dominated national geopark
in China integrating with the scientific research, eco-tourism, spa, scientific

popularization, vacationing, entertainment and exploration.
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