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Weakness or Strength?

i

Sometimes your biggest weakness can become your biggest strength.

Take , for example, the story of a 10-year-old boy who decided to study .
judo(ZZiB) despite the fact that he had lost his right arm in a terrible car accident.

The boy began lessons with an old Japanese judo master. (1) The boy was doing well,
so he couldn’t understand why,after three months of training, the master had taught him
only one move.

“Sir,” the boy finally asked,“shouldn’t I be learning more moves?”

“This is the only move you know, but this is the only move you’ll ever need to know,”
the master replied. v

Not quite understanding, but trusting in his teacher, the boy kept training.

Several months later, the master took the boy to his first tournament (4#7%£). Sur-
prising himself, the boy easily won his first two matches. The third match proved to be
more difficult, but after some time, his opponent (%} &) became impatient and the boy
skillfully used his one move to win the match. (Z)MW%W

This time his opponent was bigger, stronger, and more experienced. For a while, the
boy appeared to be defeated. Concerned that the boy might get hurt, the referee (FRHD
called a time-out. (3) He was about to stop the match when the master interfered (FH).

“No,” the master insisted,“let him continue. ”

Soon after the match continued, his opponent made a big mistake. He dropped his
guard. Instantly, the boy used his move to defeat him. The boy had won the match and the
tournament. He was a champion.

On the way home, the boy and the master reviewed every move in each match.

T



(4) Then the boy gathered enough courage to ask the master what he really wanted to know.

([t

“Sir,how did I win the tournament with only one move?”

“You won for two reason,” the master answered. “First, you’ve almost mastered one
of the most difficult throws in all of judo. And second, the only known defense for that
move is for your opponent to grab your right arm. ”

(5) The boy’s biggest weakness had become his biggest strength.
BN 4 4 e 8 2, v T LA F 9 1 A O R AR B R

1. What’s the main idea of the passage?

A. Weakness or strength?

B. A judo champion without his right arm.
C. A wise judo master.

D. Wisdom is the key to success.

(8]

. Why did the master insist that the match continue?

WHE AADNRNGREE RN

A. He knew the opponent would make a big mistake.
B. He was sure that the boy would win the match.
C. He was very angry with the referee.
D. The time was not up.
3. What does the sentence “ the only known defense for that move is for your opponent
to grab your right arm” mean?
A. Your opponent had to grab your right arm if he wanted to win.
B. The only chance to win is to lose right arm.
C. The opponent had no way to defense your only move in the match.
D. The opponent had no choice but to give up.
4, Why did the referee call a time-out?
A. He would like to have a rest.
B. He wanted to help the boy in the match.
C. The boy needed a rest so that the match could continue.

D. He was afraid that the boy might get hurt in the match.
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& i35 (If there is a single rule about writing that works,it is this one: ALWAYS USE
SIMPLE, SPECIFIC,CONCRETE WORDS. ),
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He is a big man.
He is a great man.
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A good reader often writes an outline about the article he has read.

A good reader often writes a summary about the article he has read.

XA R — 1 Z 25, “ outline, summary” £ 35 HH &R AT LABHI% N “IR47, H
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1. People don’t plan to fail, but fail to plan.
2. It’s better to be sure than to be sorry.
3. No pain,no gain.

4. The storytellers from the distant lands come to connect us with the distance of time.

LT



TR IR IS T TR LA

“g%““ AL MRREEDIURRES BT AR S
B A AN TMAERGIRER, AFAGRE, AR
s ERREARARARTRG, 22, UL MEE R
A THEZRERRETAOAEABRG XA M AARERGEE
EETAMHEE,
Making Your Music

On November 18,1995, Itzhak Perlman, the world famous violin-
ist,came on stage to give a concert at Lincoln Center in New York City. If you have ever
been to a Perlman concert,you know that getting on stage is not easy for him. He got polio
(/N JLBRIESE) as a child,and has to walk with the aid of two crutches (##L) now.

That night Perlman walked slowly to his chair. Then he sat down and began to play.
But, suddenly,one of the strings on his violin broke. You could hear it break—it broke with
a very loud noise.

People thought to themselves, “(1) He would have to get up to either find another
polin or fiad amother St inainty

But he didn’t. Instead, he waited a moment, closed his eyes and then signaled the
conductor to begin again. The orchestra (% 5% 5k PA) began,and he played from where he
had stopped. He played with such passion and such power.

(2) Of course, everyone knows that it is impossible to play a symphonic (3Z W 4k)
work with just three strings. But that night Itzhak Perlman refused to know that. You
could see him changing and recomposing the piece in his head.

When he finished, there was a silence in the room. Then people rose and cheered up.
CRIe were ol op our feslafuing everyiiing ws sold o show bow mush we 2oipniote

He smiled and then he said in a quiet tone,“(4) You know, sometimes it is the artist’s
task to find ous how rouch music you con make i whetyon Rl Jelt

His words have stayed in my mind since I heard them. That is also the way of life.
(S)Berhaps our task in this quickly changing werld 1o which we live isdamalie pasioyat

first with what we have, and then, when that is no longer possible, to make music with
el b Bl s LI A L sl b S sl G sl Sk i Yo be s BB b i d Lo sl b
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what we have left.
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1.

What does the writer of the passage want to tell us in the passage?
A. Ttzhak Perlman was a unusual violinist in the world.

B. Itzhak Perlman refused to believe what people had said.

C. It doesn’t matter to be physical disability.

D. People liked what Itzhak Perlman did that evening.

. What does the underlined phrase “with the aid of” in the passage mean?

A. With the help of.
B. Have the disease of AIDS.

C. Somebody gave him a pair of crutches.
D. In the aid of.

. What did the audience think of Itzhak Perlman’s performance that night?

A. Wonderful. B. Surprising.
C. Impossible. D. Unbelievable.

. Why did he not only refuse to find another violin but also refuse to find another

string for the broken one?

A. Tt was difficult for him to do so.

B. He didn’t want to take the trouble to do it.
C. He had planned to have a try that night.

D. He wanted to tell people something in life by his action.
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#5140 : Besides, we should pay special attention to sexual discrimination because some
employers will refuse a female job applicant.

WX AER N AR MEER B RAB R ITZ RS 53 M HI 0”7 . S8 2 1
FRAEEFNEIEN S LG R . sexual discrimination J& “M: M ”, sex discrimination
A R B

4N : As we all know, eating dumpling on the Eve of Lunar New Year is a national
habit in China.

FEIX AN F o5 o AR X B R 7R “ 3 B 14 2518 B4 ) B AR B B R 47 . habit 2
WA ANRE BB BATH I custom 45 LB KM SRS I B, FrLd,
N iZHE habit 20A custom,

B4 ; Parents in China always have altercations about their children’s education.

FEX A B T H s altercations J& AN 4E B IE ML A9 RIIC , 32 2 R 45 2 R L B A8 7 T 1 4

m.ﬁc&zmm%@,wnﬁm quarrel BRAT LT .
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1. He got polio as a child,and has to walk with the aid of two crutches now.

2. He played with such passion and such power.

3. We were all on our feet, doing everything we could to show how much we appreciate
what he had done.

4. His words have stayed in my mind since I heard them.
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A Valuable Gift

Bobby came from a poor family. He wanted to buy his mother a Christmas gift, but he

only had a dime (4435 ). He walked from shop to shop, looking into each window.

(1) Everything seemed so beautiful but so out of his reach.

Finally he went into a flower shop. Bobby gave the dime to the shop owner and asked
if he could buy just one flower for his mother as a Christmas gift. The shop owner put his
hand on Bobby’s shoulder and said to him,“You just wait here and I'll see what I can do
for you.”

The shop owner came out a little later. (2) There, before Bobby’s eyes, lay twelve
beautiful roses. “That will be ten cents, young man. I just happened to have some roses on
sale for ten cents a dozen. Would you like them?”

(3) Bobby couldn’t believe it was true until the man placed the long box into his
hands. He left the shop happily.

As the shop owner returned inside, his wife came out. “Who were you talking to back
there and where are the roses you were fixing?”

Staring out of the window, he replied,“A strange thing happened to me this morning.
While T was setting up things to open the shop,I thought I heard a voice telling me to set
aside a dozen of my best roses for a special gift. I wasn’t sure at the time whether I had lost
my mind or not, but I set them aside anyway. Then, just a few minutes ago,a little boy
came into the shop and wanted to buy a flower for his mother with a dime. When I looked
at him, I saw myself many years ago. (4) ] too was a poor boy with nothing to buy my
mother a Christmas gift. A man that I didn’t know stopped me on the street and told me

that he wanted to give me ten dollars, When I saw that little boy tonight,I knew whose
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voice that was,and I put together a dozen of my very best roses. ”

The shop owner and his wife hugged each other tightly. (5) And as they stepped out

into the bitter cold air, they somehow didn’t feel cold at all.
A G R e S Bt L 15 COC At a,
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1. Why didn’t the shop owner and his wife feel cold at all when they stepped out into
the bitter cold air?
A. The weather cleared up when they stepped out.
B. They felt warm inside their bodies for their kindness towards the little boy.
C. It wasn’t really cold at all.
D. The little boy warmed them up before he left.
2. What does the writer tell us in the passage?
A. A little boy and a shop owner. B. A kind shop owner.
C. A valuable gift. D. An interesting story.
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3. What does the underlined part in the first paragraph mean?
A. Everything in the shops was in so high a place that the little boy couldn’t touch
them.
B. Everything in the shops was too far away for him to touch.
C. Christmas gifts in the shops were sold out.
D. The little boy couldn’t afford to buy any Christmas gifts in the shops he had
searched.
4. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
A. The little boy was lucky enough to buy his mother a dozen of best roses as a
Christmas gift with a dime.
B. The little boy wasn’t satisfied with any gift in the shops until he came to the
flower shop.
C. The roses in the flower shop were on sale.
D. The shop owner was always kind to little boys.
BN i#53 R BR R A ) T RO IR TS
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She loves flowers. (F X5
She loves violets and lilies. (& X E &)
He is a good man. (7& X %)
He is warm-hearted and honest. (& X H{4&)
The coin fell on the sidewalk,but no passers-by even looked at it. (& BL[RiAR)
The coin fell tinkling on the sidewalk, but no passers-by even looked at it. (4l & H )
I'm slender,you are thin,and she is skinny. (V&4 X ERE AR
John is as stubborn as a donkey. (3 & & &Kz )
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1. Everything seemed so beautiful but so out of his reach.

2. Bobby gave the dime to the shop owner and asked if he could buy just one flower for his
mother as a Christmas gift.

3. You just wait here and I'll see what I can do for you.

4.1 just happened to have some roses on sale for ten cents a dozen.

5. When I looked at him,I saw myself many years ago.
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A Wonderful Blessing

Once there was a family that was neither rich nor poor. They lived in Ohio in a small
country house. They enjoyed the peaceful country life and didn’t want to be disturbed by
others. One night they all sat down for dinner, and there was a knock at the door. The
father went to the door and opened it.

There stood an old man in dirty clothes with missing buttons. He was carrying a
basket full of vegetables.

“Do you need any vegetables? Look, they are very fresh,” the old man said in a trem-
bling voice.

“OK. Leave them there,” the father answered quickly and gave him the money at
once. (1) He did so to have the old man leave as quickly as possible.

Next week the old man came with another basket of vegetables and the family bought
them again. Over time, the family and the old man became friends. The man brought vege-
tables to the family every week. They soon found out that he was almost blind and had a
problem with his eyes. (2)But he was so friendly that they began to look forward to his
visits and started to enjoy his company. The old man loved the children. He told them
many interesting stories that they had never heard before. Sometimes the old man brought
them some sweets. On holidays, the family often invited the old man to dinner.

(3)One day, as the old man was delivering the vegetables, he said pleasantly, “I had
the greatest blessing yesterday! I found a basket of clothes outside my house that some-

The family, knowing that he needed clothes, said,“That’s wonderful!”

(4)The old man said,“The most wonderful part is that in my village I found a family
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1. Why didn’t the family want to be disturbed by others?
A. They were unwilling to help other people.
B. They wanted to live a peaceful country life.
C. They had no friends in the country.
D. They were afraid that they would be robbed in the country.

2. Why did the father answer quickly and give the old man the money at once?
A. He was not sure whether the old man was a beggar.
B. He didn’t have the time to talk to the old man.
C. He wanted to go back to the dinner table.
D. He had hoped that the old man would leave with the money immediately.

3. What does the underlined word “company” mean in the passage?

A. A business firm. B. Presence. E
C. Accompany. D. With the company of. .3
4. Why did the old man say that the old clothes he had found were the greatest blessing?
A. He thought he could help the poorest family in his village.
B. He needed clothes badly himself.
C. Somebody was helping him on purpose.
D. He thought his outcome had finally been to his advantage.
T 3C o R B R R 9 ) TR RIUE I A
1. A
2. A (2)EX
3. AJ(3)FEX
4. A (D) FEX
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Christmas is white, but my heart is blue.
Do you see any green in my eyes? I wasn’t born yesterday. i
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