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The Stone Forest was one of the first 44
state-level scenic areas, Level 4A tourist
attractions and state-approved geological
parks in China. It is located in Shilin Yi
Autonomous County (formerly called
Lunan County), with ten townships under
its jurisdiction, namely Mu Zhuging,
Guishan, Weize, Dake, Banqiao,
Lufuzhen, Lumeiyi, Shilin, Beidacun and
Xijiekou. A natural Karst museum, it is
well-known for its songs and dances, folk
painting and for producing the finest

tobacco. It is inhabited by the Sani people,

a branch of the Yi Nationality, with a
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Yi nationality 's characters
engraved on a cliff at
Zhalong
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population of more than 70,000.
According to historical records, the
Sani people are the descendants of
the Luomeng Tribe, one of the 37 tribes
of Dong Cuan Wu Man in the Tang and
Song dynasties. Many Old Stone Age
relics and bronze ware dating back
over 2,000 years have been found in
the area. With a total population of
120,000, the Sani people are scattered
around Yunnan province in Luliang,
Liliang, Mile, Luxi and Qiubei. Many
mysterious legends and touching
stories have grown up around them.
One of these legends is called A’
shima. It tells of a beautiful and kind-
hearted girl who is regarded as the

embodiment of the Sani people.

The site of the Old Stone Age in Bangiao
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Mud—Dbrick houses

In former times the Sani people's houses were
constructed of mud or stone and wood. The style
of construction varied from place to place. There
were four main designs:

1) The wood-beamed houses were the most
distinctive. They were built of stone with wooden
beams and pillars.

2) Thatched houses had double-beveled roofs
covered with straw.

3) Bamboo houses with bamboo walls
threaded with thin strips of bamboo, cane or tree
branches, covered with mud and painted white.

4) Mud-brick houses were two-storeyed
buildings with the living quarters on the upper
floor and livestock penned downstairs.

Nowadays most Sani people have moved into
brick or concrete houses with beautiful gardens

- in front and vegetable plots behind.
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The Sani people are mongamous and live in harmony.

They take pride in their large families with three or four

generations living together.

Free courtship is a tradition of the Sani people.The

young people meet together in a building known as the

Gongfang,or social hall,where the men play the sanxian

(a three-stringed musical instrument) and the women

Groups

A Brief Introduction to Chinese Ethnic

The Stone Forest / The Sani People, Yi Nationality

play the kouxian (an
instrument resembling a
jaws ' harp) There they
sing and dance until
dawn.

The best-known Sani
festival is the Torchlight
Festival which falls on
the 24th day of the sixth
month in the lunar
calendar. It is a time
when the whole
community comes
together to cel.ebrate
with bullfighting,
wrestling, horse-racing,

archery. The highlight
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