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The Phylogeny of Blue and White
Porcelains in the Qing Dynasty

Yang Junyan

Blue and white porcelain is a kind of porcelain with the east character, it
origined in the Tang dynasty. in the Yuan dynasty, it was produced only
for exportation. Till the Ming and Qing dynasty, it bacame the main-
stream of Porcelains, Could be found either in the noble, or in the folk.
During the period, both the thechnic and the painting made a great

progress.

1. Renew Slowly

From 1644 to 1680, at the beginning of the Qing regime, the economic
began to recover from the damage Caused by the war around the country,
the official kilns which closed at the end of the Ming dynasty, began to
renew slowly.

The folk kilns were also destroyed by the war, but because of the
requirement, the folk kilns didn’t closed. Porcelains of this period inher-
ited the style in Tianqi and Chongzhen period, now they are called “blue
and white procelain in transformation” by the academic world.

2. Thriving and Prosperous

From 1680 to 1795, with the coming of flourishing age in Kangxi and
Qianlong periods, the output of blue and white procelains in Jingdezhen
were became prosperous.

Emperors Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong were all so interested in
blue and white procelains that, recorded by the historical archives, some
model and paiting of Imperial kilns were examined and approved by the
emperor himself. From the 19th year of Kangxi reign, emperor began to
sent officials who were interested in and capable of making wares, to

manage the imperial kilns. Then the imperial kilns were named by the

13
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officals’ first name, such as Nian kiln in Yongzheng reign and Tang kiln
in Qianlong reign, each supervisor has contribution of his own. During
that period, a lot blue and white porcelains with high quality and beauti-
ful paintings were produced.

Thanks for the commucation between the imperial kiln and the folk
kiln, the technic in the folk kiln made a great progress with the influence
of the imperial kiln. Higher purification technology made brighter color,
painting with not only triditional chinese inkwash, but also chiaroscuro

learned form the west.

3. Comedown

From 1796 to 1861,the economic was getting worse and worse, the in-
vasion of foreigner made the period turbulence and confusion. From
Jiaqing reign, the central goverment stopped sending supervisor to
Jingdezhen, only impowered local officals to manage it. Then the tech-
nic had little innovation, lockstepped at Qianlong’s level.

Afer Daoguang reign, China became a society of semi-colony and
semi-feudal, the output of blue and white porcelains declined sharply,
the quality fell too. Only the porcelains labeled “shendetangzhi” were
masterly.

In Xianfeng period, porcelain manufacture was at a paralytic state, the
output was very small, so the blue and white bottle with design of lotus
scroll in this book is very precious.

4. Recovery before Death
From 1862 to 1911, it was Cixi who wielded the sceptre. She suppressed
the revolution called “taipingtianguo”, tried to build harmonious rela-
tionship with big powers, the imperial kiln in Jingdezhen looked like
regain consciousness, just like a man recovery before death.
Porcelains in this period were produced for 5 purposes: used in wed-
ding ceremonies of Emperor Tongzhi and Emperor Guangxu; used to
celebrate Cixi’s birthday of 50, 60 and 70; used in sacrifice; for Cixi
specially; to award the officials.



(1644-1661)
Blue and White Porcelains in
Shunzhi Period
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Bule and white porcelains in Shunzhi period inherited style from the Ming dynasty,
Often use zheliao materials,the shape was simple, margin was decorated.Most of the

inscriptions were 6 characters in regular script.



