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The Coordinates of Life

In India, a computer software company was on the verge of bankruptcy because
of intense market competition and inefficiency.

At this time, a computer programmer of the company developed a new software
operating system. When it was put into the market, it was well sold and revived the
company. To commend this programmer’s major contribution for the company, the
general manager recommended that he be promoted to the branch manager.

Unexpectedly, the programmer rebuffed, “I’'m good at the program design, but
unversed in personnel management. If you raise me, I will be wasting everybody’s
time and accomplish nothing. Oh, I have a program to be done. May I go?” Then
he hurried away.

Later, this computer programmer created his own software kingdom, and he is
Darberz, now the president of Chesney, one of the world’s leading software
companies.

If a person is in the wrong place, he or she will be garbage. So we should first
determine the coordinates of our life.

inefficiency /ini'fifonsi/ n. JCRLH ; T hE unversed adj. ¥ A 5 AR ; TEHT
rebuff /'an'vaist/ vt. ( X iF 3K %5 ) W R determine vt. B E
a4
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The Patch of Life

Not long ago, my daughter’s frosting shoes were scratched by someone’s knife.
She burst into tears. I took the shoes to the shoemaker to get them repaired.

The young apprentice glanced at the opening and said, “there is nothing I can
do but to replace the upper. ”

His master looked at them and said to me, “If you trust me, I will add more
scratches on both of the shoes.’

I was confused and asked why.

He explained, “As if the openings were made on purpose for the sake of special
style and reuse. ”

I didn’t fully understand him, but I decided to leave the shoes.

Two days later I dropped by from work to fetch the shoes. At the first sight I
found they were indeed five or six more scratches on each shoe, but all the openings
were patched by soft leather in rust red with edges sewed by thick hemp thread; the
stitches were twisted with the appearance of roughness and plainness which was in
accordance with the quality of frosting leather, more unique and interesting than
ever. I couldn’t help making compliments on the master’s craftsmanship.

Another time, my wife’s sister’s white blouse was torn a large opening on the
back. My wife took it over and checked carefully, and then said, “Let me take it
home and mend it. ”

Three days later, seeing the blouse again, I was shocked: all the cracks and
openings were sewed up by thin and white thread and they took on a look of
branches, like the ice crystal on winter’s branches in the north. In order to intensify
the effect, she attached a fatty snowman and a cabin made of flowery cotton rags on
the shirt. I sighed with praise, “It’s just as beautiful as a piece of art!”

“I was inspired by that craftsman. Patches are supposed to be a regret, but a
" replied my wife.

Her words inspired me even more: perfection is impossible to achieve in
everything; patches are unavoidable, so is human’s life, which will appear in the
form of injury, disability or disease. Since you can’t change the existence of wound,
you should not expect people’s sympathy by exposing the wound, which reveals
nothing meaningful. All you can do and have to do is to suture the wound by patches
and try your best to bloom a most beautiful flower on the wound, and that is the

’

skillful craftsman can make it take on a kind of perfection,’

significance of life.

AN
frosting n. (B ES 4 BEM) BRY in accordance /o'ko:dons/ with ..o.oo—
confused adj. FEE& A ; BT Y £ , ,@ '
on purpose M ;A B HL unique /ju:'nizk/ adj. Zﬂﬁﬂ’{],&‘ﬂ‘lﬁ@
hemp n. KRR ; KBREF 4 5 KRR 54 compliment n. ﬁ%ﬁ’é,@ﬁf.M%
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craftsmanship n. 2 ;88 HA intensify /in'tensifai/ vt. {58 % ; i

mend vt. {E4b unavoidable /'an'voidabl/ adj. A& A ik
crack n. 5% ;4P i)
take on EFL; HA suture /'suitfo(r),'sjustfo(r)/ vt. &H

ice crystal n. JK4E
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The Rainy Season of Your Life

My life suffered a lot in a summer five years ago. My father died of an accident
resulted from drinking, leaving my emaciated mother and two younger brothers
alone. At that time, I was in a senior high school. After my father’s funeral, the
whole family was in a worse condition than ever. As the eldest son, I had no choice
but to quit school and work in a factory.

Life went on without any wonder. I dare not to ask for more, just hoping to
bring up two younger brothers. However, that’s not an easy thing, for I can’t afford
their tuition even if I work from day to night without stopping, and much worse, I
must take my sick mother into account. .. The present misery made me want to have
another try, but it seems impractical, for I can’t lose this job any more.

A thread of hope sparkled in those gloomy days suddenly.

It was a rainy dusk when I put myself in the rain and walked in the street.

Suddenly the rain stopped! To my bewilderment, I raised my head, and found
that “the sky” was in fact a dark blue umbrella. Then I heard a deep voice.

“Why not running without an umbrella?” a middle-aged man with one leg on
crutch said to me, “If you run, you would get less drenched. ”

I shook my head, but after a second I thought: Right, why not running without
an umbrella?

His words shocked me deeply. Without my father’s protection, could I only be
a slave to the fate, and my dream in childhood only an illusion?

While walking together in the rain, I knew that he was a promoter from the city,
and he received an order and paid much time on it. Facing this guy, I had no
sympathy but admiration.

I took the umbrella from his right hand and he told me that he once had dreamed
of being a policeman, but an accident ruined his dream. Though his present work
was demanding and did not suit for his leg, every outing was a wonderful start to
him. He was glad that he didn’t lose heart and still “ran” on the road of life. . .

It seems that everything is destined but not always. Enlightened by the man’s
remarks, I went to a city in the south and became an assurance representative. After
two years’ “running”, T got somewhere and my family turned better gradually. I
came back to my senior high school for the dream in my childhood. The year before
last summer, I eventually succeeded in my entrance to university.

Life is like this: when you are in rainy days in your life, if you couldn’t find a
way to prevent you from being drenched earlier, you would have been overwhelmed
by it, but if you decide to get rid of it, you’ll discover that the rainy days last niog so
long as you imagined. \

Everything is so simple: to run without an umbrella! %&

When you run out of the rainy season of your life, there will be bright skyahe
of you.

&
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emaciated /i'meifieitid/ adj. MEBEGY ;T admiration /,@dmo'reifon/ n. #83E ;B ;

F14 5 k55 Fr) B
quit vt. B8R demanding /di'ma:ndin/ adj. i 4 K
tuition /tjur'ifon/ n. %% 1) 5 7 SR
gloomy adj. A ; B KE Y destine /'destin/ vi. (% 5 to, for iE H )
bewilderment /bi'wildomont/ n. [ 2; FE

AL enlighten /in'laitn/ vt. (% 5 on 3% )
crutch n. L 2.8k
drench vt. V3% ;12 1% get somewhere  HUf5 — 26 ik 2 i 2
illusion /i'luzzon/ n. 448 overwhelm /'suvo'welm/ vt. JE1{8; JEJIR;
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The Lubricating Oil of Life

There was an old man, who would carry a small pot of oil wherever he went.

If he went through a door, which made a creaky noise, he would pour some oil
on the hinge. If he faced a door hard to open, he would smear some oil on the
hinges. The old man was called an eccentric, but he still did his work of lubricating.

There are many people, whose daily life is in discord, often making harsh
creaky noises. They need joy to warm the lubricating oil that softens the joints.

Do you have the “oil” on yourself? Distribute it to others from dawn to dusk,
starting from the person closest to you. How significant to distribute the oil of joy to
the depressed or speak an encouraging word to the desperate |

On the road of life, there are many people, who we may meet only once in our
lifetime, and never will again ever since. Soften the rigid life with the loving oil and

life will be brighter.

lubricating /'lurbrikeitin/ oil n. {1 ¥ il joint n. 3k ;K

creaky adj. R Iy IGGE () s BREL distribute /dis'tribju(:)t/ vt. 43 ;50K
smear /smia/ vt. 1% ;8;3K depressed /di'prest/ adj. JHiZK
hinge n. #%E, &M ;X4 desperate adj. 41

eccentric /ik'sentrik/ n. & A rigid /'ridzid/ adj. "REEAY;EEM

discord n. SME; Frifs s A s AR —
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