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ABSTRACT

Secularization of education is one of the important components of mod-
ernization of education, whereas no much study about it can be found at
home and abroad. It is necessary to study this subject for modern western
education because it has been transformed from Christian education in Mid-
dle Ages. Without this study, we can not grasp completely the modernity of
western education. This book starts with reviewing the theories of seculariza-
tion, follows the clue of change of relationship among state, church and
schooling in the process of modernization, and takes the secularization of ed-
ucational system of France as a case, then discusses the particularity of the
secularization of educational system of France and universality of the secular-
ization of western education.

Through reviewing the theories of secularization, author draw an conclu-
sion that secularization normally means the process of religion and religious
organization losing its social dominant position and social significance. As far
as the system, secularization means the process of religious organization sep-
arating from other social sub-system, and losing its control. In the process of
modernization, secularization is resulted from disaccord of the traditional re-
ligion and religious organization with modernity, and hence hampering the
modernization of society. According to the definition of secularization, secu-
larization of educational system means that public educational system is sepa-
rated from the traditional religious organization, and realizes itself moderniza-
tion. Differentiation, worldliness and rationalization, these three concepts
can be used to reflect the relationship between religion and education after
secularization. . Furthermore, author advances two questions which are worth
of reflection in the study of secularization. The first is the dynamical mecha-
nism of secularization of educational system. The second is the relationship
between religion and schooling, especially the relationship between religion

and public education.
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As far as western countries, the jumping-off point of secularization of
educational system is that modern nation-state involved education and crea-
ted the system of national education. The secularization of educational sys-
tem was a process of regulation of the relationship among state, church and
schooling. Because of the difference of the relationship between state and
church, and religious territory, the relationships among state, church and
schooling after secularization in different country are not same, which pres-
ents the complexity of secularization of educational system in western coun-
tries.

Author proposes that the secularization of educational system of France
began from the great revolution, but then the basic ideas of secularization of
education were derived from the philosophers in the Enlightenment Move-
ment. After the great revolution, the secularization interacted with moderni-
zation of political system and the development of nation-state. As the mod-
ernization of political system of France followed a radical way, the seculari-
zation of educational system was also followed a radical way. Certainly, we
can find some common characteristic of secularization of western educational
system from the historical process of the secularization of educational system
of France.

The dissertation mainly consists of four chapters. Chapter one traces the
relationships between catholic and absolute monarchy, and between catholic
and schooling under the Old Regime, and introduces the ideas of seculariza-
tion of education of philosophers and education reformers. Chapter two deals
with the reforms of educational system pushed by bourgeois polity, analyses
the function of the great revolution to secularization of educational system and
its limitation. Chapter three analyses how the political retroaction led to
pause of educational secularization from restoration of monarchy to 1875.
Chapter four focuses on the two reforms of secularization: of education in the
Third Republic, which had different character and meaning.

The epilogue generalizes the universality of western educational system

and the particularity of the secularization of educational system of France,
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then analyses the rationality of Christianism indwelling the schooling of west-

ern countries today.

Key words: secularization; educational system; France; state; mod-

ernization of political system
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