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INBES 1~8

1. Mayors Sign Historic Urban Environmental' Accords?

On June 6, 2005, leaders of cities from around the globe took the historic step® of signing the
Urban Environmental Accords in the rotunda‘ of San Francisco City Hall in recognition of° United
Nations World Environment Day 2005.

“What we have accomplished here in San Francisco will change the world,” said San
Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, host of the five-day conference of international mayors, non-
government organizations, and businesses. “What we started here is only the beginrfing—the
start of a new way of thinking about our earth, and the start of a new global ‘environmental
grassroots® movement focused on cities. ”

In 1945, the original 50 founding delegates signed the U.N. Charter in San Francisco.
“Today, Mayor Newsom has brought together 50 of the largest and most visionary’ cities on the
planet to chart a new and bold course toward urban environmental sustainability®,” said Jared
Blumenfeld, director of the San Francisco Environment Department.

One by one, each mayor stepped forward to sign the Accords document, which sets out 21
specific actions for sustainable urban living. The Accords address seven environmental areas
common to all the world’s large cities: water, energy, waste, urban design, transportation,
urban nature, and environmental health.

“We the signatory’ Mayors have come together to write a new chapter in the history of global
cooperation,” the Accords resolve!®. “We commit to promote this collaborative!! platform and to
build an ecologically'* sustainable, economically dynamic, and socially equitable future for our
urban citizens. By signing these Urban Accords Environmental Accords, we commit ourselves to
moving vital issues of sustainability to the top of our legislative agendas. By implementing the
Urban Environmental Accords, we aim to realize the right to a clean, healthy, and safe
environment for all members of our society. ”

The Accords are the result of year-long partnership!® of cities, the International Council for
Local Environmental Initiatives’* (ICLEI), the United Nations Environment Program, the
University of California at Berkeley, environmental nonprofits, and businesses. The conference
began June 1 when California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, flanked® by the participating
mayors, signed an Environmental Action Plan to reduce the state’s emissions'® of greenhouse
gases. Surrounding World Environment Day, more than 300 community events and activities took
place throughout the San Francisco Bay Area, such as an eco-chic fashion show, a children’s
painting award, a film festival, panels, workshops, and rides in fuel cell cars.

World Environment Day is a project of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).
Since its inception'’ in 1972, World Environment Day has given a human face to environmental

issues, and promoted an understanding that communities are pivotal to changing attitudes about
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the environment. UNEP provides leadership and encourages partnership in caring for the

environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of

life without compromising" that of future generations.

Notes to the text

2 B g s ae

—_
o

environmental [invaisran'mentl] a. )

accord [o'ko:d] n. WHE

take step: RHUFE

rotunda [rau'tanda] n. RIE KT

in recognition of: &KiIA

grassroots (WAEEEH) —BERK, EEH

visionary ['vizenari] a. HRYGIE K

sustainable [so'steinabl] a. AJ##4E/Y); sustainability n. FFEEME
signatory ['signeteri]n. & AN a. B4

. resolve [ri'zolv] n. & v. Hep>
11.
12:
13:
14.
15.
16.
1%
18.
19.

collaborative [ka'leebareitiv] a. S1EH, WMER
ecological [ eka'lodzikal] a. 47252
partnership ['pa:tnafip] n. &4k, &%
initiative [i'nifistiv] n. EBOEH, H4)

flank [fleenk] v. fUjjEG5ee----AH$E

emission [i'mifen] n. Bk

inception [in'sepfen] n. F&H]

pivotal ['pivetel] a. HXHHAY, FEEEH
compromise ['kompremaiz]v. &, #fiE

Increase your vocabulary

Match the following definitions to the correct words which appear in the text.

s B g e

inception a. characterized by or given to prophecies
sustainable b. bound by signed agreement

visionary c. to cause damage or do harm to

collaborate d. being able to keep in continuance

pivotal e. being of vital or central importance; crucial
initiative f. the beginning of something, a commencement
compromise g. to work in partnership

signatory h. capacity to see what needs to be done

Check your understanding

Give brief answers to the following questions according to the text.
1. What did the city leaders from the world do on June 6, 2005 in the rotunda of San Francisco
City Hall?

2. Which 7 environmental problems facing large cities are advanced by the Accords?

What did the Accords the Mayors signed try to resolve in accordance with paragraph 57
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4.  What was the symbol announcing the beginning of the conference?
5.  What is the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)’s role in the environmental

protection?

2. The Center for International Environmental Law

Founded in 1989, the nonprofit' Washington, D. C. and Geneva, Switzerland-based Center
for International Environmental Law (CIEL) is a public-interest law firm focused on building
awareness of international and comparative environmental law and policy. Its website, located at
http: //www. ciel. org/, provides an in-depth look? at this organization’s mission and its ongoing
work to promote law-based solutions to the myriad® environmental concerns facing countries
around the world.

CIEL has a four-part mission: to solve environmental problems and promote sustainable
societies through the use of law; to incorporate! fundamental principles of ecology and justice into
international law; to strengthen national environmental law systems and support public interest
movements around the world; and to educate and train public-interest-minded environmental
lawyers. To this end, CIEL provides a range of environmental legal® services in both international
and comparative national law, including policy research and publication, advice and advocacy®,
education and training, and institution building.

The CIEL homepage features links to 8 program areas (biodiversity” , biotechnology, climate
change, human rights, international financial institutions, law and communities, persistent
organic pollutants®, and trade and sustainable development). For each program area, visitors will
find a brief rundown® of the latest-breaking related news items of relevance to policy makers and
practitioners of environmental law (archives of CIEL news dating back to 1999 can be accessed
through the Announcements link on the homepage).

Each program area further contains in-depth descriptions of the work CIEL is doing in that
area, including research, advocacy, litigation'®, and investigations. Visitors can also find links to
CIEL-produced and other publications of interest (many of which are available online for free), as
well as related websites. The program area pages also include updates on relevant domestic and
interngtional initiatives.

On the Human Rights and Environment page, for example, visitors can learn about how
CIEL is working on behalf of indigenous' groups to protect their community-based property
rights to local natural resources. In one research initiative under this program area, CIEL is
gathering data to persuade the World Bank to consider the human rights implications of its
lending operations, despite the bank’s traditional argument that this would contradict its
mandate'” to not consider political issues when making lending decisions.

Among the general resources offered in the CIEL site’s topic areas are press releases; updates on
domestic and international initiatives in such fields as law, accounting, education, and research; and
glossaries on topics such as climate change and forestry. Listings of upcoming workshops, courses,
partner programs, and publications relevant to topic areas are also furnished.
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Notes to the text

nonprofit [‘non'profit] . JEERFIY

in-depth look: A T f#

myriad ['miried] a. ToEHY, FhRPEY
incorporate [in'ko:pereit] v. &3, —i&ik
legal ['li:gel] a. AR, AHM

advocacy ['sedvekesi] n. #i#*, BS
biodiversity [baieudai've:siti] n. AL EEME
pollutant [ pa'luttent] n. V5444 K

rundown [ran'daun] n. 3Rk, W4%; HEE, B
10. litigation [ liti'geifen] n. A, &IF

11. indigenous [in'didzines] a. 4<+ &y

12. mandate ['meendeit] n. () Y4, BER

P08 @ d s w s

Increasing your vocabulary

Pick up the word which has a different meaning in the group:

1. myriad rundown outline summary
2. illegitimate financial authorized lawful
3. advocate reject promote support
4. sue litigate combat charge
5. indigenous domestic native overseas

Check your understanding

Write “T” if the statement is true and “F” if it is false.

1. Being an international organization whose chief purpose is to make money, CIEL focused on

building awareness of environmental law.
CIEL promotes to solve the numerous environmental disputes through laws around the world.

Biodiversity, biotechnology, climate change, human rights are concluded in the primary
program areas of the CIEL homepage features.

4. For each program area, visitors can find what happened before but any latest news or events
related to CIEL.

5. From the passage we know, traditionally, the banks consider deeply about political issues
when making lending decisions.

3. Ecosystem' Changes: A Threat to Human Health

The rise of deadly new diseases such as SARS and bird flu could be linked to the destruction?
of the environment, the World Health Organization reported on Friday. “Human health is

strongly linked to the health of ecosystems, which meet many of our most critical needs,” said
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Maria Neira, director of WHO’s Department of Protection of the Human Environment.

Population growth and economic development were leading to rapid changes in global
ecosystems and this was affecting® human health. Natural resources such as water, food, fuel and
climate were important to prevent diseases and sustain good health as many human diseases
originated' in animals. Such diseases, including influenza, tuberculosis and measles, established®
themselves in human populations after crossing from domesticated® animal species including
chickens, cattle and dogs.

As a result” of human actions, the structure of the world’s ecosystems changed more rapidly in the
second half of the twentieth century than at any other time in human history. About 60 percent of the
benefits that the global systems provided to support life on Earth were being degraded and used
substantially® , which involved more than 1,300 experts worldwide. Harmful consequences’ to human
health were being felt and could grow significantly worse over the next 50 years.

WHO pointed out that pressure of the environment could have unpredictable’® and
potentially' severe future impacts'” on health. Regions facing the greatest risks included
sub-Sahara Africa, Central Asia, parts of Latin America and parts of South and Southeast Asia.
For the poor people, they might represent the problem in terms of'® food production, in
particular, drought and flooding. And the problem was increasing.

The report said some of the most serious problems included nutrition as degradation'* of fish
stocks and farmland were factors in the malnutrition'® of some 800 million people around the
world—nearly all of them in poor countries. Water-associated infectious diseases claimed!® 3. 2
million lives each year, about 6 percent of all deaths. Yet more than 1 billion people lacked

access'’ to safe water supplies and 2. 6 billion lacked adequate sanitation.
Notes to the text

1. ecosystem [i:ka'sistam]n. RS

2. destruction [dis'trakfen] n. IR, 8K

3. affect [a'fekt] v. BN

4. originate [a'ridzineit] v. #WIH, K4

5. establish [is'teeblif] v. H~r; ZEiH; {72
6. domesticate [de'mestikeit] v. BliFE

7. as a result; Z5H

8. substantially [seb'steenfali] adv. Ft4iih, B
9. consequence ['konsikwens]n. &R, J5H
10. unpredictable [ ,Anpri'diktabl] a. A~A] Hi%IAY
11. potentially [pa'tenf(a)li] adv. WrEHh

12. impact ['impeekt] n. #lf18%, i

13. in terms of: FZHR, FE--+s J7TE

14. degradation [.degra'deifen]n. B4k

15. malnutrition ['meelnju:)'trifen] n. EFHE AR
16. claim [ kleim] v CHRHEALF] A4, AR
17. access ['sekses]n. MK, &2
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Increase your vocabulary

Fill in the blanks with suitable words and phrases from the list given below:

potentially, unpredictable, domesticated, substantially, consequence, in terms of, malnutrition,

access to

1. The skin is a fertile soil for the development of cancer because of its easy irritation.

2. The early 90’s found an tide of rural workers flooding into big cities in China.

3., Asia of being in hospital, Shelly decided that she wanted to become a nurse.

4 productivity gains and increased standards of living, digital technology is likely to
do much to foster state economic growth in the 21st century.

5. It is urgently necessary for astronomers to locate and list out all the -hazardous
Asteroids (/M MT/) which may collide with earth in the future.

6. A animal is one trained or adapted to live in a human environment and used to
human beings.

7 is caused mainly because of an insufficient or poorly balanced diet or faulty
digestion or utilization of foods.

8. The area of drug research feels the constraining influence of law and regulations.

Check your understanding

Write “T” if the statement is true and “F” if it is false according to the article.

The increase of fatal contagious diseases today could be relevant to the ruin of the environment.
Global ecosystem has been affected slowly by population growth and economic development
and this was affecting human health.

The report of WHO said natural resources were important to prevent diseases and sustain
good health.

Some diseases actually passed on to the human population after crossing from tamed cattle
and fowls.

According to the report by WHO in the text, in the next half century, human health would
be significantly worse as a result of the environmental deterioration.

Regions facing the greatest risks include Central Africa, parts of China and Southeast Asia.
Drought and flooding are owing to the environmental destruction and they may cause severe
famine among the poor.

There will be some 800 million people suffering malnutrition and 2. 6 billion lacking adequate

sanitation in both poor and rich countries.

4. Environmental Illness (1)

What is an environmental illness?

Chemicals, fumes, pollution, allergens', and other health hazards? are common in our

environment, and sometimes they can make us sick. Maybe you have mysterious® headaches that
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only occur on weekends. Or you develop nausea and a rash after moving into a newly built home.
Such symptoms can be caused by exposure to toxins commonly found in our homes, workplaces,
and communities. For example;

Those weekend headaches may be caused by a faulty furnace* leaking carbon monoxide®. Use
a fireplace to create a back draft of furnace gases that can cause headaches. Replacing the furnace
with a fireplace could make the headaches go away.

Building materials in new homes—insulation®, particle board’, carpet adhesive®—emit
formaldehyde’ , which can cause nausea and rashes. Also, the paper that makes up the outside
layers of drywall provides the right conditions for the growth of mold. Exposure to these molds
may cause respiratory problems and allergylike symptoms and may provoke asthma attacks.

You and your doctor may not know what is causing your illness, or it may be mistaken for
another problem. Environmental hazards can cause or aggravate a wide range of common medical
problems. A thorough evaluation of the environments in which you work, live, and play could
reveal the culprits'®.

What causes environmental illnesses?

Short-and long-term exposure to hazards such as chemicals, allergens, pollution, and other
toxins can cause environmental illnesses. Chemicals in cigarettes are known to cause lung cancer.
Exposure to asbestos'’, a common insulating material, can cause tumors in the linings of the
chest and abdomen, lung cancer, and other diseases. Wood-burning stoves and improperly
vented'? gas ranges can cause respiratory problems. Drinking water from a rural well
contaminated with pesticides or solvents from a nearby industrial plant could cause cancer or
neurological problems. Inhalation of spores from molds that grow on building materials can cause
respiratory problems and may make asthma more severe. Exposure to certain chemicals in the
workplace may cause sterility', especially in men.

But often we don’t know such exposures are causing our sickness. We don’t know the types
or amounts of chemicals to which we’ve been exposed, especially when the symptoms of disease
or illness don’t develop for years. For example, most cancers have a latent!*, or silent, period
that can last a decade or more before symptoms develop.

What symptoms do environmental illnesses cause?

Symptoms depend on the environmental cause of the illness or disease. Common symptoms
include headaches, cough, fatigue, and nausea. In some cases, you may not have any symptoms
for years, until a disease progresses far enough for you to notice signs of it. In other instances,
exposure may cause immediate allergic reactions, such as when contact with dust mites,
cockroaches, pollen, or pets triggers an asthma attack. Or symptoms may emerge more gradually
and become worse as the time of exposure lengthens.

For some people, going to work in a building with poor indoor air quality may cause
headaches, coughs, dizziness, fatigue, and nausea. The building may be improperly ventilated'® ,
causing exposure to fumes from cleaning solvents'® or cigarette smoke. Or it may have bacteria,
molds, or viruses that have accumulated in heating and cooling ducts, carpet, ceiling tiles, or
insulation that can cause fever, chills, muscle aches, cough, and other respiratory symptoms.

Symptoms of environmental illness are difficult to diagnose and may be mistaken for other

medical problems. If you think exposure to toxins could be making you sick, it is important that
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