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FOREWORD

The Chinese huiguan publications are important source materials for the study of the Chinese communities
in Singapore and Malaysia. A few far-sighted researchers have started collecting these publications since the
1960s. However, it is difficult to collect them as they are not for sale and hence are not available in the
bookshops. Some researchers have no choice but to call at these Chinese associations in Singapore and
Malaysia personally in order to obtain copies of these publications. I have started collecting them since 1965.
In a period of more than two decades, I have collected over 100 titles which formed an important source for
my book, A Social History of the Chinese in Singapore and Malaya 1800-1911 (Singapore and New York:
Oxford University Press, 1986).

In Singapore and Malaysia, Messrs Lee Yip Lim and Wu Hua have been active in collecting these materials.
Wu Hua’s three-volume Xinjiapo huazu huiguanzhi (Chinese Huiguans in Singapore) were based on these
huiguan publications. Besides, the libraries in Singapore and Malaysia such as the Singapore National
Library, the Chinese Library of the National University of Singapore (incorporating former Nanyang
University Library) and the Chinese Library of the University of Malaya in Kuala Lumpur have also been
building up their collections on huiguan publications. Especially, the University of Malaya in conjunction
with the Utah University in the US was awarded a generous grant to embark on a project to collect
systematically source materials relating to the Chinese communities in Singapore and Malaysia under the
supervision of Dr Tay Lian Soo. Most of the materials collected are now available in microfilm. Dr Tay
later compiled and published a bibliography entitled Classified Bibliography of Chinese Historical Materials
in Malaysia and Singapore (Singapore: South Seas Society, 1984). The bibliography listed 907 entries in
Chinese and English with location symbols and microfilm number. It is a significant contribution towards
the cataloguing of huiguan materials.

The Singapore Chinese Huiguan Publications: A Bibliography is another important reference work follow-
ing Tay’s classified bibliography. As its scope confined to the Republic of Singapore, it is more exhaustive
in its coverage of the publications printed by the Chinese huiguans in Singapore. It includes publications
produced by locality, dialect, kinship and professional organisations as well as schools and cultural socicties.
With 692 entries, it is considered the most comprehensive bibliography on Singapore’s huiguan publications.
It greatly facilitates research in the history and social history of the Chinese in Singapore.

The compiler, Mr Lim How Seng graduated from the Nanyang University majoring in History and later
obtained a MA degree from the University of Hawaii. He joined the Ministry of Culture after returning to
Singapore. He is the Assistant Director of the Singapore Oral History Department. He is also a member of
the Management Committee of the Resource Centre, Singapore Federation of Chinese Clan Associations.
The Oral History Department has made remarkable contributions towards the collection and preservation of
oral history materials relating to the Chinese in Singapore. Mr Lim is a keen researcher in the study of the
Chinese in Singapore. His recent interest is on the biography of Lee Kong Chian, a well-known Chinese
philanthropist and rubber magnate, and he has made a good start on this project. I have known Mr Lim for
many years. He is one of the notable local scholars on the history of the Chinese in Singapore and his
writings have shown considerable scholarship and depth. 1 also admire his enthusiasm for research.
Therefore, I am pleased to accept his invitation to write a foreword for this bibliography.

Finally, I congratulate the Singapore Federation of Chinese Clan Associations (SFCCA) for its success in
setting up a cultural and historical resource centre which is to collect historical materials and to preserve the
heritage of the Chinese in Singapore. I hope that the SFCCA will continue publishing more source materials
relating to the development of the Chinese community in Singapore

Yen Ching-hwang

Department of History

Hong Kong University

2 June 26, 1989.
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Introduction: A Survey of the Chinese Huiguan

Publications in Singapore
by Lim How Seng

The Project

The huiguan is an age-old institution in the Chinese society in China as well as overseas. It is defined here
as a traditional organisation or association based on locality/ dialect, kinship or professional principles.
Whereas, the term “clan associations” (zongxiang huiguan) refers to the locality/dialect and kinship organ-
isations only.

The term “huiguan” was first used during the reign of Emperor Yongle (1403-1424) of the Ming Dynasty .'
The early Chinese immigrants exported and transplanted this mutual help institution in foreign soils to
provide them with some links with fellow countrymen and clansmen as well as to give them a sense of
belonging in an alien environment.

The huiguans in Singapore had sprung up in the later half of the 19th century and they still occupy a fairly
important place in today’s social life. According to a study conducted by Wu Hua in 1974, there were 508
major huiguans in Singapore. Among them there were 133 locality/dialect organisations, 200 kinship
associations and 175 professional organisations.

Over the years, these huiguans have published a wide range of publications such as souvenir magazines to
commemorate special events, rules and regulations, news-letters, genealogies, reports, membership direc-
tory, donation registers and even literary and research works.

These publications form a rich and important source material for the study of the social history of Singapore
in general and the history of the Chinese community in Singapore in particular. Prof Yen Ching-hwang,
Head of the History Department, Hong Kong University drew extensively information from huiguan
publications for his authoritative work on the social history of the Chinese in Singapore and Malaysia.® His
success in using huiguan publications for serious research has enhanced their potential and value as primary
source in historical research.

Scholars of overseas Chinese studies have shown increasing interest in huiguan publications. However, they
are not easily accessible to researchers. The root of the problem lies in the restricted circulation of these
publications caused by the closed distribution networks operated by the huiguans. “Not for sale” is the norm.
They are usually printed in limited copies and distributed free to members. Libraries and research institutions
have found it difficult to collect them systematically. Hence, there is a great risk of losing some of the
valuable huiguan publications.

Realising the importance of preserving this valuable cultural heritage left behind by our forefthers, the
recently established Recource Centre of the Singapore Federation of Chinese Clan Associations (SFCCA
Resource Centre) had embarked from October 1988 to April 1989 on a project to carry out a survey of the
huiguan publications in Singapore.

The objective of the survey is to lay the groundwork for the compilation of a bibliography on the huiguan
publications in Singapore so as to help the Resource Centre and other libraries and research institutions to
collect these huiguan publications systematically.



The Scope

Faced with time and manpower constraints, the survey confined to publications (printed books or leaflets)
only and those huiguan commemorative supplements appeared in the newspapers and magazines were
excluded from this exercise.

The publications published by the following groups of organisations have been included in this survey:

1 Locality/dialect organisations such as associations formed by fellow countrymen or same dialect groups
eg Hokkien Huay Kuan.

2 Kinship organisations eg surname associations, clan temples.
3 Professional organisations eg guilds, business associations.

4 Schools, mutual aid sections, drama groups and other associations affiliated to the above locality/dialect,
kinship and professional organisations.

When Singapore merged with Malaysia in 1963, many Singapore huiguans and their Malaysian counterparts
formed general associaffons which existed till 1973 when the Malaysian Government enacted a law disal-
lowing Malaysian societies to be associated or affiliated to foreign associations. Hence, the publications of
these general associations are also included in the survey as they also contain substantial information on the
Singapore huiguans.

The “huiguan affiliated schools” loosely refers to the schools which were founded by the huiguans or funded
by the locality and dialect groups. Included also in the survey are the publications published by a few bang-
based organisations eg Singapore China Relief Fund Committee Cantonese Section.

Trade unions and those Chinese professional organisations which are not bang-based (eg Chinese School
Teachers” Union) were left out. Chinese associations not linked to huiguans were also excluded.

The Approach and Methods

The Resource Centre formed a working group comprising myself as a project leader and three assistants to
undertake the survey. The group sent out survey forms, made field visits and carried out intensive search for
huiguan publication entries in the libraries and archives. Survey forms requesting information on huiguan
publications were sent to 254 clan associations but only a few of them responded to our request. To overcome
this setback, the group shifted their strategy to reach out to the huiguans by calling at their premises. The
group visited 16 large and medium-sized huiguans. The visits proved very fruitful because their libraries not
only keep their own publications but also publications published by associate huiguans. The group also
visited the library of the Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry which has a good collection
of publications produced by the guilds and business associations.

Consulted also are the well-known private collections belonging to Mr Peng Song Toh, the late Prof Hsu
Yun-tsiao (the collection is now deposited at the Resource Centre), the late Mr Tan Yeok Seong (deposited
at the Singapore National Library) and the late Mr Koh Soh Goh.

Lastly, the group made thorough search for titles of huiguan publications in four local institutions with strong
collections of huiguan publications. They are the Singapore National Library, National University of
Singapore Chinese Library, Singapore National Archives and SFCCA Resource Centre. Besides the huiguan
publications and the catalogues of these institutions, important bibliographies, booklists and other reference
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materials were also examined. The most important ones are: “Memoranda of Books registered under
Printerts and Publishers Act” in The Straits Settlements Government Gazette (1886-1941) and in The
Singapore Government Gazette (1946 to 1966); Singapore National Bibliography (1967-1989); Tay Lian
Soo’s Classified Bibliography of Chinese Historical Materials in Malaysia and Singapore (Singapore,
1984); Peng Song Toh’s Exhibition of Publications of Various Associations in Singapore (Singapore, 1984)
and Wolfgang Moese and others’ List of Chinese Grey Literature Kept at Hamburg Libraries (Hamburg,
1978). See References for a full list of these reference materials.

Survey Results: An Analysis

Based on the information collected by the survey, a bibliography on Singapore huiguan publications was
subsequently compiled and published.

The survey collected a total of 692 titles of Singapore huiguan publications. It well exceeds the lists of
Singapore huiguan publications provided by Peng, Tay and Moese. Peng only listed 156 titles while Tay 124
titles and Moese 62 titles.

The survey’s 692 titles were published by 277 huiguans and 23 huiguan affiliated schools. The breakdown
showing huiguans which have published publications by groups is at Table 1.

Table 1
No of HG No of HG
Group Listed by WH w publications %
Locality/dialect 133 86 65
Kinship 200 106 53
Professional 175 85 49
| Total 508 277 55

The above table reveals that there were more locality/dialect organisations than other groups in producing
publications. In addition, they also published more publications than others as shown in Table 2 below:

Table 2
A B C D E
GROUP No of No of % of total Average
HG title publications (C/B)
Locality/dialect 86 261 38 3.03
Kinship 106 161 23 1.51
Professional 85 168 24 1.97
Schools 24 102 15 4.25
Total 301 692 100 2.29

The locality/dialect organisations were the principal publishers with 261 titles which represents 38% of the
total huiguan publications. The professional organisations came next (168 titles), followed very closely by
the kinship organisations (161 titles). The schools with 102 titles were last.



