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Unit 1 Fouf_-f-l‘yﬁe,s of Sentences

Sentences are the basic units of an English paragraph.. Ac-
cording to their structure, sentences may be classified as simple,

compound, complex, or compound-complex.
1. A simple sentence has only one subject and one predicate;

Dick started a coin collection. (SUBJECT + VERB + OB-
JECT) ' ' ' '

2, A compound sentence consists of at It‘d‘\f two mcun Llauses

Dick started a coin coﬂecrwth and his wife bought an ulbum
of rare stamps. (MAIN CLAUSE, and MAIN CLLAUSE. >
3. A complex sentence has one main clause and at least une

subordinate clause,

As soon as Dick started a coin collection, his wife bought un
album of rare stamps. ( ADVERBIAL CLAUSE, AND
MAIN CLAUSE.)

4, A compound-complex sentence consists of at least two main

clauses and at least one subordmate clause .

As soon as D:'c_k sxarted a coin coi{ectr'an' his wife bought an
album of rare stamps; on Christmas morning they exchanged

coins and stamps.

Each type of sentence has its advantages and disadvan-
tages; for example, a simple sentence is simple and direct, but ir
may not be expressive or colorful. Sometimes you find it hard to
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exp_réss your ideas in simple sentences or you have to express
them in a quite awkward way. As a result, your writing may be
dull snd uninteresting. . Different types of.sentencés-are used to
guarantee concise and e;ffet;tive writing.

‘Read the following ‘model ca'reful'ly and identify what types

of sentences are used here.
Madel One;

Our most impdr_tant environmental problem. cer-
tainly the most ﬁrgé'nt. is the burning of fossil fuels,
which has significantly increased the carbon dioxide
(CO,) in the atmosphere. It is important to get rid of it
because as the CO; concentration goes up, it acts as a’
sort of green house, If we increase the CO, in the aimo-
sphere at the present rate, atmospheric warming has
been predicted to be up as much as 2 degree and a half
or so over the next ten to fifteen years. This will have
major conse quences for the climate, and could start 1o

melt the icecaps.
SENTENCE SENSE

A kéy te good writing is to possess or develop sentence
sense.’ Seﬁferice sense is the awareness of what makes a sentence
— the élb_ili'ty to Tecognize its grammatical essentials and to under-
stand the relationships between its parts. Tt is important to mas-
ter the_\.'léﬁsentials of the sentence as an aid to clear thinking and
effective 'ﬁriting.

Simple sentence is the sentence base. In the rable below are



five simple sentences. In each, the vertical line separates T e two
basic grammatical parts of the sentence, the subject and the
predicate. The subject is the part of a sentence aboutr which -
something is asserted in your predicate. The predicate is the part
that asserts something about the subject. The first part func-
tions as the complete subject (the subject and all. words agsociat-
ed with it), and the second part functions as the complete predi-
cate (the verb and all words associated with it), Most simple
sentences follow this pattern.

Complete Subject + Complete Predicate

Subject . " Predicatfe

1. He | watked into the office.

2. The hijacked plane | has landed safely,

3. These trees should have been planted in January.
4, It tastes good in salads.
5. The tomato is a fruit.

Practice One

Underline the verbs (including any auxiliaries and particles) and

their subjects in the following sentences:

1. Lasting friendship develops.

2. Secrecy was another problem. . - .. .

3. Rodgers constantly courts .trouble with his boat-rocking
3



comments.
4. The fire gobbled up some of the most expensive real estate
on earth.
Answers to such questions may never be found.
Are vitamins important for sudden burst of energy?’
There are about two million television sets in China.

John’s stmplicity gave his actions the forcé of parables.

Gnats and small flies invade the sheath and pollinate the
blossoms,’
10. He straightened his glasses, breathed a prayer of thanks,

and swung his hoe at a nearby weed.

Although simple sentences are the base, a mature writer
does not always write in.simple sentences, Below are e_xémplés of
ways that a simple sentence may be expanded: ‘

SIMPLE: = The plane has landed..
The hijacked plane has landed safely
The first hl}acked plane to arrive at this
airport has landed safely in the south
runway. . .

EXPANDED; The first hijacked plane that we have ev-
er seen at this airport has landed safely
in the south_ runway, which has been

closed to traffic for a year.

. As what has been mentioned above, sentences may be ex-
panded for the sake of the richness of the content: At the same
time, sentences can be combined.: In the process of combining,

speakers and writers rearrange, add, delete, or substitute
4



words

The saymg is old It has a new meamng
VARIOUS COMBINATIONS: _

The saying is old, but it has a new meaning.
Although it has a new méanifig, the saying is old.
The saying. which is old. has a new meaning.
The old saying has a new meaning.

It is an old saying with a new meaning.
Practice Two

Observe the differences in emphasis, and then convert each pair
of sentences below to (a) a simple sentence, (b) a compound
sentence consisting of two main clduses, and (¢} a complex sen-

tence with ofie main clause and one subordinate clause.
EXAMPLE

Male sperm whales occasionally attack ships.

These whales jealously guard their territory.

a. Jealounsly guarding their territory, male sperm whales oc-
casionally attack ships.

h. Male sperm whales occasionally attack ships: these

whales jealously guard their territory.

¢. Since male sperm whales jealously guard their territory,

they occasionally attack shlps.

1. The men smuggied Miariswvans inte Spain. They were sen-
tenced to six years in prison. T

(411



2. The council first condemned the property. Then it ordered
the owner’s eviction.

3. Uncle Oliver applied for a patent on his invention. He
learned of three hundred such devices already on the mar-
ket.

4. The border guards delayed every tourist. They carefully ex-

amined passports and luggage.
EFFECTIVE SENTENCES

As what has been mentioned above, different types of sen-
tences are used in mature writing. A marture writer should pos-
sess the ability to connect or relate ideas effectively. Effective
sentences are a must for good writing.

The following is a model paragraph Identify the dlfferent
types of sentences, noting how the ideas are expressed in differ-

ent ways.
Model Two .

Beceause plants cannot move or speak, mest pegple
believe that they have no feelings or they cannot receive
signals from outside. However, this may not he com-
pletely true. People who.study plants have found out
that plants carry a small electrical charge. It is possible
to measure this charge with a small piece of equipment
called a “galvanometer”. The galvanometer is placed on
a leaf of the plant, and it registers any changes in the
electrical field of the leaf,--Humans have a similar elec-

trical field which can change when we are shocked or



frightened. It is found that if one of the plants in a
room is destroyed--perhaps by pulling off its leaves or
by pulling it out of its pot--then the galvanometers on
the leaves of the other plants show a change in the elec-
trical field. 1t seems as if the plants are signaling a feel-

ing if shocked.

The first sentence in this paragraph is a complex one with
an adverbial clause and the main clavse contains a compound sen-
tence., The ideas are related very effectively. If one just uses
simple, short sentences, one has to write, perhaps, this way;

Plants cannot move or speak, They have no feel-
ings. Most people believe that. They cannot receive sig-
nals from outside. Most people believe that.

Then, the writing, as one can see, becomes very flat and
awkward. Effectiveness is not achieved in any way. Let’s see one
more example from this paragraph. An attributive clause is used
in the third sentence., making the sentence effective. If the sub-

ordinate clause is not used, the writing will be like this;,

Some people study plants. These people have found
out a fact. The fact is that plants carry a small eleetri-

cal charge.
Though the writing is clear in meaning, it is not succinet.
Practice Three:

Revise the following paragraph, making it concise and effective,

I have just read “The Idea of a University” by
7



John Henry New-man. I'm especially interested in his
views regarding knowledge. He Says that knowledge is
-its own reward, It is not just a means to an end, New-
man says knowledge is a treasure in itself. 1 had looked
upon knowledge only in terms of practical results. One
result would be financial security. But that was before.l
read this essay. Now I accept Newman’s definition of
knowledge. Such knowledge is worth pursuing for its

own sake,



© . Unit:2- - Subordination.- - -«
T S SO I
Subordination means “being of lower structurzl rank. ” 1t is
the use of dependent elements - such as m{)dlflt?l"‘i -- T}Id-t are of
less 1mp0rtance grdmmatlcal]y thdn mdependent elements
Clauses functlomng as nouns.,. ad]e{,nves. oT ddverbs are (.(l“t.ll
~,l.ll:n:n'dlnatt-.‘ ones because they are gramm(mmlly sewndary to
maln clauses. Subordmate elenlents are parts of sentences, bur

I
not .CQmPl.et.‘?.F‘.‘-'““.’_f.‘?‘fb-. [

SUBORDINATE ELEMENTS . - I
It is a, prett}'s lltlle house (fhe del'flf_'l'Es Are of ]es-\. I
1mportance grammatu,ally rhan the uentence ba‘-.e- It is

_ ra house. ):

Chicken livers slowly fried.in butter and heavily sea-
soned with garlic are good with rice. (lhe compound

phrase functlcms as modifiers. )

Gail is a person whose last name 1 do not know and
whom I have never met (l“he dd]ecflve Li’lu&&“« are
linked by the coordmatmg conjunction ‘dnd . and are
secondary to the main clausey-Gail is‘s person. )

In the folloWihg sentence, the main iClEiLlS(;I.‘(:.S‘Ub’jI(.;'Ct +
compound predicate) is boldfaced. All othereléments.
in the sentence are grammatluiily subor(lmdl( 1o the

main cl‘ause.



Since 1 was sixteen years old and had been graduated

from high school, I knew a great deal and had opinions

ona variet;};pﬁ snbjects that I'thought  anydne else in the

office would consider it a privilege to hear.

~-EDWIN NEWMAN o e

Very often, inexperienced writers ténd 10 use 60 much co-
ordination - stringy 'co'mpég'uhd sentences or too me:ny'sh'oll"t sim-
ple sentences connected by “and” of “or”. To express relatlon—
ships between ideas, do not overwork coordmatmg connectives
like “so” or “and” or conjunctive adverbs like “then” or “howev-
er”. Use relative pronouns (who, which, that) appropriately as
subordinators. Also use suBordinating!conjﬁlncﬂbns‘ﬂt@a inditate
such relationships as cause (because, mnce), coneessmn (al-
though, though), tlme ‘(after, as, before, since; ‘When, when-
ever, while, until}, pIace (where, wherever) , condition” (lf. un-
less), and comparison (than, as). Notice the dlfferences in em-

phasis‘th the following sentendess !

Clem had finished the pre employment course. and he

was ready for an on-the- jOb experlence.

Clem, who had flmshed the pre employment course.,

was ready for an on- the job exper:ence.

Because Clem had fm;shed the pre-employment course,

he was ready for an on-the-job experience.

Practice One
Underline each phrase as a modifier in the following sentences.
Then state whether the phrase functions as an adjective or as an
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