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The Importance of English
(E—80 REBNE2MT)

How to Learn English
(B ARE)

by W.S. Follow (W.S. &E#)

m Text—gxms

There are thousands of languages in the world. Each language seems to be

the most important to those who speak it as their native language. This is not
strange at all, seeing that it is the language they learned at their mothers’
knees and may be the only language many of them will ever know all their
lives.

The importance of a language can be judged according to several
things. The first is the number of native speakers that a language happens to
have. The second is how widely the native speakers are distributed over the
world. Next comes the cultural, economic and political influence of those who
speak it as their mother tongue and who write in it.

There can be no doubt now that English is one of the world’s most widely
used languages. People use a language in one of three ways: as a native lan-
guage, as a second language, or as a foreign language. English is spoken as a
native language by people in the United States, Britain, Australia, New Zea-
land, Canada, some Caribbean countries, and South Africa. As a second lan-

guage, English is often necessary for official, business, education, informa-
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tion and other activities in a great many countries such as India, Pakistan,
Nigeria, Singapore, and the Philippines. It is one of the few “working” lan-
guages of the United Nations and is more frequently used than the others.

It is said that English has become the language of international trade and
transport. Most planes traveling from one country to another use it to talk with
airports. All ships sailing on the oceans call for help by radio in it. It has been
said that 60 per cent of the world’s radio broadcasts and 70 per cent of the
world” s mail are in English.

At international sports meets, at m'eetings of scientists from different
countries, and at talks of writers and artists from the corners of the earth,
English is the language most commonly used and most widely understood.

English has in fact become the language of international co-operation in
science and technology. The most advanced results in space, nuclear and com-
puter research are published in it. A scientist who speaks and writes English is
in closer touch with the scientists in other countries than one who doesn’t.

In school all over the word boys and girls are learning foreign langua-
ges. Many grown-ups are doing so in theirs spare time. Everybody knows his
own language, but to know another is very useful. .

Which is the best way to learn a language? We should remember that we
all learnt our own language well when we were children. If we could learn a
second language in the same way, it would not seem so difficult. Think of
what a small child does. It listens to what people say and it tries to imitate
what it hears. When it wants something, it has to ask for it. It is using the lan-
guage. It is talking in it and thinking in it all the time. If people had to use a
second language all the time, they would learn quickly.

It is important to remember, also, that we learn our own language by
hearing people speak it, not by seeing what they write. We imitate what we
hear. In school, though you learn to read and write as well as to hear and
speak, it is best to learn all new words through the ear. Of course, yon must
learn to spell them, read them, and write them, too.

In learning English, One should first pay attention to speech, which is
the groundwork of reading and writing. So it is much better to try to talk,
even though you do make mistakes. While you are doing this, a good exercise

is to write diary, notes, letters, or articles; then if you can, get someone to
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go through what you have written and tell you where it is wrong. Many

mistakes that pass unnoticed when you are talking become obvious when you
write. Through analyzing and correcting the mistakes you make, you can do
better in learning a language.

If you are slow in speech, don’t worry. One of the ways in which you can
help yourself towards fluency is by reading loudly. The important thing is to
choose something to read that is not too difficult for you, and that really inter-
ests you. When you are reading in this way, don’t stop to look up words if you
can guess their meanings or if they are not of any importance in the sen-
tence. You can do that some other time.

Most dictionaries contain three main part: the introductory part, the dic-
tionary itself, and the appendix.

The introductory part explains how to use the dictionary. It tells how the
dictionary is compiled, what the different marks mean, and what the abbrevi-
ations mean. In large dictionaries, the introductory part may include articles
on English grammar.

The dictionary itself lists the words and phrases in alphabetical order and
gives various kinds of information about them.

The appendix may include lists of common abbreviations, names of fa-
mous people and places, and other information. Many small dictionaries do
not have appendices.

Each word or expression that is used in a dictionary is called an en-
try. Large dictionaries have more entries than small ones do, and the explana-
tions are usually longer, as well. The entry itself is usually printed in heavy
black letters at the left margin. If the entry is printed with spaces or dots be-
tween parts of the word, this indicates the division of the word into syllables.

English spelling is very irregular and represents the sounds of the lan-
guage imperfectly. Even native speakers of English sometimes look at an unfa-
miliar word and do not know how to pronounce it. Therefore, almost all Eng-
lish dictionaries indicate pronunciation. But of course, you have to learn the
phonetic syllables before you can get an idea of how to say a word that you
have not heard before.

The dictionary entry also tells you the part of speech a word belongs

to. Many words in English have more than one meaning and can be used as
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various parts of speech.

After all the information we have just mentioned, we come to the defini-
tion (or definitions) of the entry. A good dictionary will give examples of the
entry in various contexts so that you can tell which meaning you need.

Most dictionaries use abbreviations in order to save space. Here are some
common ones: n. (noun), a.or adj. (adjective), ad. or adv, (adverb), vi.
(verb intransitive) , vt. (verb transitive), etc. If you see an abbreviation that
you do not understand, be sure to look it up in the list of abbreviations in your
dictionary, or ask your teacher.

In order to be able to write clearly, speak clearly, and understand what
others are trying to say to us, we have to think clearly—that is the first essen-
tial; and while a knowledge of grammar is not the only aid to clear thinking,
it is certainly one of the aids.

An English child learning its own language does not need to be “taught”
any rules of grammar to begin with. The ideas which it wishes to express are
very simple and it picks up the simple sentence patterns needed to express
these ideas by imitating the speech of the older people around it. It is only
when the child grows older and wants to express more complicated thoughts,
and therefore has to use more complicated sentences, that he must be taught
how these thoughts can best be expressed in a way that others will under-
stand. That is what the study of grammar really is.

Similarly, when you are learning English as a foreign language, which is
what you are doing now, the best way is to begin by listening and
imitating. Then, when you are ready to express more complicated thoughts in
this language, you can go on to study some of its grammar.

The aim of studying grammar when you are learning a second language is
really to save time. It takes all English child many years to learn his language
by assimilation while you have only a few hours each week over a period of a
few years in which to try to do the same. By studying a certain amount of
grammar—not to much—you can direct your certain features of English and so
grasp these much more quickly.

Above all, don’ t be frightened by the “rules” of grammar. When lan-
guage first came into being, there were no grammar rules like these we have in

books today.In language as in allother things, practice went before
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theory. Therefore, it is to be remembered that in studying English most of

your time should be spent in hearing, reading, speaking and writing the lan-
guage. For in constant practice, the grammar learned will become more and
more familiar, and in the end you will be able to use the language quite natu-

rally.

VIP (Very Important Problem)

—REZHEA

1. W.S. Follow (W.S. E#p) . EEIEF¥K, LU TEHKRE, EHH
FHEETIREM KN FRIBEHY, RIIIEEENER. TEEEFR
(First Certificate English), (Dictionary of Idioms) %, A X RERMBIHEH X ELS
T .

2. This is not strange at all, seeing that it is the language they learned at
their mothers’ knees, and may be the only language many of them will ever
know all their lives.

X— AW ARAFE, HAXRMAINNERRBETEINIES, AR R
ZHFEAN—ETHAERE K —FES.

seeing that... B—EEE, ERIE, BREA.

3. The first is the number of native speakers that a language happens to
have.

B—mRUE-MBESAEBBERAGZ L.

4. Next comes the cultural, economic and political influence of those who
speak it as their mother tongue and who write in it.

BRI MR SN A EIESFEAOAFR AR 25 MEBUA
A5

5. It is one of the few “working” languages of the United Nations and is
more frequently used than others.

HIERBKAENABAZH ITEESZ—, HIELHAMILFA TAEESESH.

6. It is said that English has become the language of international trade and
transport. Most planes traveling from one country to another use it to talk with

airports.

— A, FECERAERRRA S MEEZENES, BRSEWN—1
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7. At international sports meets, at meetings of scientists from different
countries, and at talks of writers and.artists from the corners of the earth, Eng-
lish is the language most commonly used and most widely understood.

HbrEf g e, kA TARERWRERKE, HAE LS AENERS S
ARRHES, EXEGE, KIEHMEBCEAMES , TIRERTZ 0K,

8. English has in fact become the language of international co-operation in
science and technology. The most advanced results in space, nuclear and comput-
er research are published in it. A scientist who speaks and writes English is in
closer touch with the scientists in other countries than one who doesn’t.

HEE, RECKRNEFREBEERRGENIES, FHEM. FTE.
HRIERFOBRIBUKLFEL L., IS SHRIEOR 2R, 51 LIk
JIHRAFTAREE, AT LU R s K R A H R R R

in closer touch with. . . B enenee PRAF 5 Ry 9% U1 K R

9. In school all over the word boys and girls are learning foreign langua-
ges. Many grown-ups are doing so in theirs spare time. Everybody knows his own
language, but to know another is very useful.

P KRB R, BB BT A T ANE, AR A A A
REEZSS5HS, GNOABEMOAKE, B, B85 —-MESEEYH
.

grown-up n. AFE AN, XA E grow up GEBIRAE) XA 5 IE 1L
HKHY -

Xiao Wang has grown up. /N EBE LK KBAT .

He is now a grown. {2 ENT .

10. Which is the best way to learn a language? We should remember that we
all learnt our own language well when we were children.

WR— R REE T REZR? RO ZEH, RNMESEEILEHEACS
HIES (BKEIE) 50,

KA RE—DMRE=AN0AMEMNG . FA) 2 We should remember, Hi that
13 85 o SR =R Ay, T A — B learnt () B H] AR 3B M 4)
when we were children,

11. If we could learn a second language in the same way, it would not seem
so difficult.

WAV RELARIRE 7 k2 2] —FSE B S, AL BRI ARAET .

12. Think of what a small child does. It listens to what people say and it
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tries to imitate what it hears. When it wants something, it has to ask for it. It is
using the language.

BREUNEFRE A, b 3 NSEmE, It X EREO T 266, X4
fhF BT &, st a & HiER, XMEMAIES.

child JL#E), A48 B &k #, BEEEE S AR iR

Y what /8 £ Rl Bt, B LL4rf# A that which, X B, 7£ It listens to
what (=that which) people say:-H, that fif listen to By 238, which && that 1y
7], it say B9 E1E, what — &, KA K FRICE ., FE it tries<to imitate
what it hears ', what 3§ imitate il hears B E, R X R,

1 EL A P )

Please tell us what it is. (what J& & [a]4X 7))

WHEFRMB A 4.

Please tell us what you have heard. (what &3 & Qi)

THHEAR T B 0 355 S IR AT

13. It is talking in it and thinking in it all the time. If people had to use a
second language all the time, they would learn quickly.

SBEEAXMIESRIE. BF. WRAMAB/ARRN XS _MES, b
Mk =B RR .

Fon B EMESREXEE, ZHNI in,

14. It is important to remember, also, that we learn our own language by
hearing people speak it, not by seeing what they write.

WX -G REE (RAFEENRZECE . RIMTEEWH AU, AR
REMNAGMFZHOCHIET K.

15. In school, though you learn to read and write as well as to hear and
speak, it is best to learn all new words through the ear. Of course, yon must
learn to spell them, read them, and write them, too.

R, RBERBEETR RS, HEFEREIREIFAHIE. 4
R, WAPE. . T,

16. In learning English, One should first pay attention to speech, which is
the groundwork of reading and writing. So it is much better to try to talk, even
though you do make mistakes.

EFRFHLRS, — DAL EFRFEREREE, XREEMEIERRER, BT
PL, EEHEU, RESHERDHEIR. :

17. If you are slow in speech, don’t worry. One of the ways in which you

can help yourself towards fluency is by reading loudly. The important thing is to
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choose something to read that is not too difficult for you, and that really

interests you.

WRREE S #R88, EAER. — NI RREEE KA RE, FR0IES
ARG T . 5B AE T B 2E AR AN K PR M A SC R 2, W) B 0 SR AR B OE R %
BB AT .

Il by FEX BRR “HREMFER”. M EIE—RRE LRSI M3
f, AU Zh 2B (B ghiE iY-ing 20 . Bil4n .

We can never learn a foreign language only by studying its grammar.

18. When you are reading in this way, don’t stop to look up words if you
can guess their meanings or if they are not of any importance in the sentence. You
can do that some other time.

LRXFERI RN, REARWR A, SRR T B B,
A EAE TR AR, AT DL A FRed A] a2,

19. In order to be able to write clearly, speak clearly, and understand what
others are trying to say to us, we have to think clearly—that is the first essen-
tial; and while a knowledge of grammar is not the only aid to clear thinking, it
is certainly one of the aids.

NTREGERERE, WAPA, WEEARESH YA, FRATH 25U
YETE MW —— X R BAEA R, [, R B AR S M — RE S A B TR AT A3 4
HWEHF, HE, MHEHFZ—.

20. An English child learning its own language does not need to be “taught”
any rules of grammar to begin with. The ideas which it wishes to express are very
simple and it picks up the simple sentence patterns needed to express these ideas
by imitating the speech of the older people around it.

—NREEEFE¥ESN, BABBEUHMIEEMNITE, MRk SR
TR0 I SR Pk B T B A A A, LB R ARGV AE B AT L 3 2 b 1) A R A
PiRH .

21. It is only when the child grows older and wants to express more compli-
cated thoughts, and therefore has to use more complicated sentences, that he
must be taught how these thoughts can best be expressed in a way that others
will understand. That is what the study of grammar really is.

HETRARBABERIEL 20 BAES, Mt MEREL S aR,
LB ) RERS (o fl AN B AR A e A 7 i, X RIEE¥ I WA R,

22. The aim of studying grammar when you are learning a second language

is really to save time. It takes all English child many years to learn his language



