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Professor Qi Kang

Born in the city of Hangzhou of Zhejiang Province in 1931 . Distinguished
architectural theorist, architectural educationist, master architect of China and
doctor supervisor.

Member of the Chinese People ' s Consuitative Conference, member of
the Chinses Academy of Sciences, member of the Academic Degree Commit-
tee of the State Council and foreign member of the Academy of Architecture in
France.

Graduated from the Architecture Department of the Southeast University
in 1952, he is expert in architecture design and theory, city planning and
theory, landscape and gardens design and architecture drawing. His works
have been awarded the national prize for excellent design for many times,
and two of them have been selected in the best ten master designs of China in
1980s. He has had the exhibition of his works in France, Japan, Switzer-
land and Canada. He has published five books and almost one hundred trea-
tises. Now he is the head of the Research Institute of Architecture of the
Southeast University, director of the National Supervisor Commission for
Higher Education in Architecture, director of the Architectural Society of
China, director of the Chinese Society for Urban Science Studies, director
and distinguished member of the Urban Planning Society of China and senior
advisor of China Academy of Urban Planning and Design.
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Commemorating the September 18th Incident

—the designing of Shenyang History Museum

It has been 68 years since the occurence of the September
18th Incident, an incident which shocked the country and the
world. During this period, the world underwent lots of great
changes, so did China. However, the vicissitudes of history
Chinese people suffered are what should be remembered; espe-
cially these will be engraved in the minds of the people of the
three provinces in Northeast China, who had been deeply hurt
then. Just as the saying gose “Past experience, if not forgott-

en, is aguide for the future”. As is well known, history is a

mirror of the times. Though it is always a record about the
past, still it is of first importance for us to make best use of the
past history as a means of patriotism education for the sake of
encouraging people to work hard so as to bring prosperity to our
motherland.

60 years ago, after the Meiji Reformation and Moderniza-
tion, Japan brought their backward feudal system to an end and
developed herself on the road of captalism. Under the manipu-

lation of the ruling group dominated by militarists, Japan sped




up her invasion, soon ranked herself among the world big pow-
ers and began to get involved in carving up the weak nations.
Thereupon China, separated from Japan only by a narrow strip
of water, fell victim nched an aggressive war against China, to
Japanese militarists. In 1894, Japan laucalled Sino-Japanese
War in history. In 1904 and 1905, Japanese-Russian War
broke out for the purpose of seizing Northeast China ’ s rights
and interests. Then in 1931 Japan provoked disturbance in
Northeast China, devising the September 18th Incident and
took over by force the three provinces there. In 1937, Japan
again devised Lugouqiao Incident in Beiping, thus launching
the full-scale aggressive war in China. Together with the world

anti-facist force, we defeated the Japanese aggressors in the

end. For more than half a century, Chinese people had suf-
fered a great deal and been humiliated by the Japanese aggres-
sors. From our own experience, we know clearly that, we had
no choice but to save ourselves through fighting. In these wars
not only did we tempere ourselves but developed ourselves. Led
by the Chinese Communist Party, Chinese people, at long
length, overthrew the three monuntains that weighed on our
heads, and gained a victory for our revolutionary cause. Ever
since, we have won independence in its real sense, kept our
national dignity and built our country into a socialist one. Now
we are proudly standing firm and crect in the east of the world.

The museum is located at the back of the “Broken Calen-

dar Monument” in Shenyang. It is a narrow stretch of land,
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700m long and 45m wide. This of course added much difficulty
to the designing. On one side is the railway extending from
Shenyang to Harbin; while on the other side is the city ’s main
street. Facing the site is Beidaying, Where the September
18th Incident occurred and patriotic officers and men fought bit-
terly against Japanese aggressors. Therefore when standing
here, it ' s natural for one to visualize the moving and tragic
scene. The Broken Calendar Monument is a well-known monu-
ment built to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Septem-
per 18th Incident. The monument was designed by Ho Zhong-
lin, a sculptor with Lu Xun Academy of Fine Arts. It looks
like an opened desk calendar, on which bears the inscription of

September 18th in low relief, which seems that the leaf is

turned at the date. It is 18m high and is covered with granite.
The deep implication it carries and the bulky proportion the bo-
by assumes all deeply move the visitors. This is a historic mon-
ument, where many people come to pay tribute, thus educating
them never to forget the national humiliation.

To venerate the monument by all means is essential to our
program plotting. For instance, there are walls designed to
surround it but at the same time room is left for the building
site, an S-shaped passage is built from the entrance to the mu-
seum to as to produce historic atmosphere for the environment.
As is known to all, the museum is a memorable site not only for
the city but for the whole country as well. The S-shaped pas-

sage is a symbol suggesting the tortuous road of our fighting and




