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Chapter 1
The Boy and the Nobleman

On an April morning in 1625, a young man rode
into the small French town known as Meung. The
people of the town stopped their work and started at the
man. He was riding a funny-looking pony. The pony’s
coat looked orangish yellow, and the pony’s tail had no
hair. The pony walked with its head down as if it were

ashamed of its own looks.

The man, named D’Artagnan, was not ashamed at
all. He rode proudly on the back of his horse. He had
come from Gascony and was going to Paris to see the
King. Soon he would be one of the King’s Musketeers.
The Musketeers were bold and courageous in defending
King Louis Xl of France.
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D’Artagnan’s father gave him three gifts. The first
gift was a purse containing fifteen gold crowns. The
second was a sword that had been in his family for
years. The most important gift, however, was a letter
of introduction to the Captain of the Musketeers. His

name was Monsieur de Treville.
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The Boy and the Nobleman

Chapter 1 TEEEE

Besides the gifts, D’Artagnan carried his father’s
wishes with him. His father had taught him to use the
sword and wanted him to use it properly. His father told
him that he should never back down from a duel. He
also encouraged his son to be brave. The two reasons he
gave were “You are a Gascon, and you are my son.”
D’Artagnan remembered these words as he rode his pony
up to the Inn of the Jolly Miller.

Three noblemen stood at the door of the inn as
D’Artagnan approached. They looked at him for a
minute then turned away laughing.

“Don’t laugh at me!” said D’Artagnan.

The tallest of the three men answered D’Artagnan

by saying, “I am not speaking to you.”

The man had dark hair and a scar on one cheek. He

wore a patch over his left eye.
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