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BIOGRAPHY

Chen Zhongyi, born in 1932 in Wugiao County, Hebei Province, gradu-
ated respectively from Traditional Chinese Painting Department of Luxun
Academy of Fine Arts and the Research Class of China Art Academy in
1958. He has done special research on freehand brushwork flower-and-bird
painting and lanscape under Wang Xuetao (a famous flower-and-bird
painter), Wu Jingting and Qin Zhongwen (famous landscapists). Now, he is
the professor of Luxun Academy of Fine Arts, ex-dean of the Traditional
Chinese Painting Department, the member of China Artists Association.

For years, he has created a great amount of flower-and-bird paintings
and landscapes in his spare time after teaching hours. Many of his land-
scapes, for example, An Irrigation Ditch Through an Opened-up Mountain,
Spring in Tibet, The Great Wall in Spring, Dream, have been selected into
Painting Collection of Zhongnanhai, Chinese Flower-and-Bird Painting
Collection, Contemporary Flower-and-Bird Painting Collection:-+ which
have been exhibited in America, Japan, Australia, Singapore and Southeast
Asian Nations. His name was chosen into Who’s Who of Contemporary
Chinese Artists and Who’s Who of Contemporary Traditional Chinese
Painters.

In recent years, he becomes addicted to drawing the sea and often goes
to some islands and fishing villages to draw from the nature. Now we want
to dedicate this seascape collection to the readers.
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Add: Traditional Chinese Painting Department, Luxun Academy of Fine

Arts, Shenyang, China.
Post code: 110003
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PREFACE

My friend Chen Zhongyi, ex-dean of Traditional Chinese
Painting Department of Luxun Academy of Fine Arts, has been
engaged in teaching for many years with pupils everywhere. Af-
ter teaching hours, he never gives up painting. So during the long
period, he has achieved a great deal in teaching and painting
which is admired by his fellows.

Prof - Chen has inherited the tradition of Prof - Wu Jingting,
Wang Xuetao and Qin Zhongwen ( Chinese famous artists), but
broken the limit and been more creative in flower-and-bird paint-
ing and landscape. The natural things in his painting are full of
life and vigour, which can reveal his own artistic style. Espe-
cially in recent years, he has devoted all his love for the sea to his
drawing the seascapes.

As far as I know, there are few artists in Chinese history de-
scribing the sea in their paintings. Ma Yuanyou, a famous artist

f the Southern Song Dynasty, had a series of delicate paintings
entitled Twelve Rivers (collected in the Palace Museum). In his
lve paintings, each showed a different kind of river with con-
immate skill. But there was only one of them named Watching
Sun and Tide in August describing the Qiantangjiang River
ptying into the sea, from the appearance, it’s very beautiful but
perfect for being limited by the lines and size. This is a great
. As for other artists they mainly chose the Changjiang River
their subject matter to dscribe its stormy waves which couldn’t
compared with the heavy sea. Why were there so fewer an-
1t artists painting the sea? Maybe because they had no chance

in touch with the sea, but those who had this chance were

About Chen Zhongyi’s Seascape Collection

lack of skill, we can seldom find ancient seascapes today. Fortu-
nately, it’s Prof. Chen Zhongyi who has filled in the gaps in this
field.

The technique Prof. Chen adopted is on the base of his own
experience, insight and creativity. He draws the waves by using
the skill of "leaving white" instead of lines, so he is in his element
when painting the sea with variou shapes. He aims at a likeness
not only in appearance, but also in spirit. Some works in this al-
bum, such as Understanding the Spring Tide, Morning and
Evening Tide, The waves Breaking and Foaming:--, have the
spirit of " Big waves surged on the sea, thunder rolled on the
waves", Some of them as Romantic Love of the Sea are very
charming, the sea gulls flying above the sea make the pictures
more vivid. His other works as Mountains and theSea, A Solemn
pledge of Love--- are full of poetic grace. Generally speaking,
the thirty works collected in this album are all about the sea
which are different each other in appearance and can attract the
readers attention.

Because I was born and brought up on the western hilly land, I
had never seen the sea in my childhood. I have spent my remain-
ing years going to the seashore scenic areas and my interest to the
sea is on the increase. I should thank Prof. Chen for excellent
works in this painting collection which induce my fantastic rev-
eries.

Written on Nov. 20, 1996 in
Muyulou by Yang Renkai—Honorary Chief of Liaoning Museum
and member of China Connoisseurs Group under the State Council
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] @ HNEE ®The Sound of Tide
- 82X 68cm 82X 68cm
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O XFRELHE
90 X 60cm

®Understanding the Spring Tide
90 X 60cm
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Traditional Chinese Seascape Paintings of Chen Zhongyi




CY=EESE= @®The Sound of Tide under the Moon
95 X 58cm 95 X 58cm
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Traditional Chinese Seascape Paintings of Chen Zhongyi

oER @®Sea Breeze
86 X 68cm 86 X 68cm




