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@ Nikki R. Keddie, “Is There a Middle East?” International Journal of Middle East Studies .
Vol. 4, No. 3. (Jul., 1973), pp. 255—271.

@ The Middle East North Africa Internet Resource Guide, http://www. cc. utah. edu/~jwr9311/
MENA. html.

@ “The Countries & People of Arabia,” http://www. hejleh. com/countries/ J§ 3CJ& X Ff il ib 19
“Middle East, term applied to a region that includes SW Asia and part of NE Africa, lying W of Afghani-
stan, Pakistan, and India. It includes the Asian part of Turkey; Syria; Israel; Jordan; Iraq; Iran; Leba-
non; the countries of the Arabian peninsula, that is, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, United Arab Emir-
ates, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait; Egypt; and Libya. The region was the site of great ancient civilizations,
e. g » Mesopotamia and Egypt, and it was the birthplace of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. It contains
much of the world’s oil reserves and has many strategic trade routes, e. g. » the Suez Canal. In the 20th
cent. the area has been the scene of political turmoil and major warfare, e. g. , in World War I, World
War 11, the Arab-Israeli Wars, the Iran-Iraq War, and the Persian Gulf War. The term Middle East is
also sometimes used in a cultural sense for that part of the world predominantly Islamic in culture, in
which case Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the remaining countries of North Africa are included. ”

@ “Middle East,” Encyclopaedia of the Orient, http://www. i-cias. com/e. o/.
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