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PREFACE

The art of Chinese landscape gardening is one of the three main landscape
cultural systems in the world. which is noted for its long history, distinctive na-
tional characteristics and highly artistic accomplishments. But as an independent
modern theoretical science, Chinese landscape architecture is still in its infancy.
The compiler of this dictionary is Professor Zhang Jiaji, distinguished for his
knowledge of landscape architecture. Having completed three of his works ; “His-
tory of Chinese Landscape Architecture”, “On Chinese Landscape Architecture”
and “A Comprehensive Annotation of Yuan Ye”, he wrote this professional dic-
tionary for the purpose of contributing to carrying forward traditional Chinese
landscape culture, and for the purpose of meeting the needs of the undergradu-
ates and graduates who are majoring in architecture and landscape gardens in in-
stitutions of higher learning, and all the landscape architects and amateurs in this
field as well when they read historical materials such as ancient books on land-
scape gardens, literary works concerning landscpae gardens, and appreciate and
study traditional Chinese landscape art.

The art of Chinese landscape gradening is a comprehensive discipline dealing
with a wide range of fields. Besides those common words and phrases in land-
scape gardening art, what are included in this dictionary is divided into twelve
categories, based on the theoretical system that the compiler has developed in
several decades of years' research work .

1. Landscape Aesthetics and Art;

. Buddhist Recluses and Landscape Gardening;

2

3. Life Style of Living in Gardens;

4. Evolution of Garden Names in History;
5

Landscape Garden Artists and Craftsmen in Modern and Ancient Times;
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6. Works on Gardens and Recorded Historical Materials;

7. Famous Gardens in History (Impertal Gardens and Private Gardens);

8. Places of Scenic Beauty and Architecture;

9. Structure and Space of Garden Architectures;

10. Ponds and Bridges in Gardens;

11. Ornamental Animals and Plants in Gardens;

12. Simple Artistic Creations in Gardens.

Included and listed in this dictionary are up to more than 2, 000 items which
offer readers an easy access to have a better understanding of traditional Chinese
landscape culture. This is the first large dictionary on Chinese Gardens compiled
by an individual as well as the first reference book on landscape art. It is self-evi-
dent that to write such a large dictionary on Chinese landscape art is imprece-
dentedly demanding, not to mention all the efforts the author has made on his
own. Prof. Zhang jiaji, after years of careful reflection and paintaking contempla-
tion, has finally completed this dictionary of its first kind in our country——The
Chinese Landscape Art Dictionary—— by drawing both upon his extensive
knowledge in philosophy, aesthetics, history, society, economics, archaeology,
documentation, writing , etc and his profound artistic attainments in architecture,
landscape gardens, literature, painting, etc. He has made an immortal contribu-

tion which will favor generations in the ages to come.

Shanxi Educatiou Press
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