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It is refreshing to see the field of Ionic Liquids placed into the context of Green
Chemistry once again. With over 15 000 Ionic Liquid publications in the past decade,
we have seen tremendous positive and negative hype regarding the ‘greenness’ of Ionic
Liquids. Often this has come from a misunderstanding of the relationship between
Tonic Liquids and Green Chemistry.

At the very beginnings of the field, the Ionic Liquid community met at a NATO
Advanced Research Workshop in Crete (April 12~16, 2000) to discuss the research
agenda for the field. The workshop, Green Industrial Applications of Ionic Liquids,
had 12 major outcomes, but the one relevant here was:

Combined with green chemistry, a new paradigm in thinking about synthesis in
general, IL provide an opportunity for science/engineering/business to work together
from the beginning of the fields’ development.t

Nonetheless, because of technological advances in the field (well over 1500 patent
applications have been filed in the past decade), the tenets of Green Chemistry are
often lost or overlooked in favor of commercial success. It is incumbent upon those in
the field developing new technology to remember that long term sustainability for our
society will rest upon our development of new sustainable technologies. Thus while
we should not let Green Chemistry define the field of Ionic Liquids, we should always
ensure that Green Chemistry does guide the field of Ionic Liquids.

/N PP

Robin Rogers is Robert Ramsay Chair of Chemistry and director of the Center
for Green Manufacturing at The University of Alabama (USA). He is also Chair in
Green Chemistry and the director of the Queen's University Ionic Liquid Laboratories
at the Queen's University of Belfast (UK).

i Green Industrial Applications of Ionic Liquids, NATO Science Series II. Mathematics, Physics
and Chemistry—Vol 92, Rogers R D; Seddon K R; Volkov S (Eds); Kluwer: Dordrecht, 2003; 553 pp.
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