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Unit 1l Hot Issues in Today’s World

“Hot issues” here refers to conflicts among nations in the world. Some conflicts have been resolved
peacefully, while others are being intensified and still more are generated as we entered the 21% century.
Wars are fought and lives killed in areas that are called “hot spots.” Just have a quick review of what
happened in the past few years: conflicts between Israel and Palestine in the Middle East, bomb explosions
in Iraq and Afghanistan; tribal wars in Africa; etc.

In this unit, we’ll read news reports on the Middle East and Asia as examples of “hot issue” reports in
the English newspapers.
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HAn, PR RISE P AR X RN R R B R B v 08, S S, R AR AR T B R R B SRR YR
0 B9 B4R, TR B S SRR Y MR ( SESR I BE 8D 58 — B TTRNIE 3o

1. Israel to Intensify Strikes if Rocket Fire Continues

6 Gunmen, 1 Civilian Killed in Gaza Raid
By Ellen Knickmeyer
From The Washington Post
Friday, February 8, 2008; Page Al4

JERUSALEM, Feb. 7 — sraeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak threatened Thursday to
intensify military operations in the Gaza Strip if fighters continue using the Palestinian
territory for rocket attacks on southern Israel. Earlier in the day, Israeli troops supported by
tanks, artillery and fighter jets raided Gaza, killing six Palestinian gunmen, according to
Palestinian and news service accounts.

Also, a 42-year-old Palestinian high school chemistry teacher was killed when a shell hit
a school just before classes started in the morning, said Jamil Suleiman, director of the
hospital in the Gaza village of Beit Hanoun. Three 16-year-old Palestinian boys, all students,
were wounded, Suleiman said.

Israel denied targeting the school, saying it was firing at rocket teams that use the border
village as a base for attacks on Israel. On Thursday, fighters fired at least seven rockets at
the southern Israeli town of Sderot, wounding one person, the Israeli military said.

Fighting between Israel and the armed Hamas movement that controls Gaza has
increased since mid-January, when militants responded to a visit by President Bush to Israel
with stepped-up launches of their handmade Qassam rockets and Israel intensified airstrikes.

Israeli authorities say they have held off on larger ground or air offensives so as to
minimize casualties. That could change, Barak said Thursday. “If the Qassam fire
continues, we will intensify our activity, and the other side’s losses, until we resolve the
Qassam rocket problem,” he said during a visit to a military base in Israel’s north.

Israeli troops entered Gaza early Thursday, drawing out Palestinian fighters in gun
battles. Hamas said gunfire and Israeli missiles killed five of its men. A fighter from the
Islamic Jihad group was also killed, news agencies said.

Fighting between Hamas and its political rival, Fatah, last summer broke up a unity
government that the two had formed and left Hamas in charge of Gaza and Fatah in charge of
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the West Bank. The recent escalation of hostilities has overshadowed peace talks that had
resumed between Israel and Fatah after Bush’s visit.

Israeli government spokesman Mark Regev this week urged Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas, a Fatah leader, to bring what Regev called “rogue elements” in
the West Bank under control. Hamas asserted responsibility for a suicide bombing Monday
that killed a 73-year-old Israeli woman in southern Israel. Hamas said it had dispatched the
two attackers from the West Bank town of Hebron.

Until Monday’s bombing, Hamas had not claimed to have carried out a suicide attack in
Israel since 2004.

Israel’s Defense Ministry on Thursday directed the country’s Infrastructures Ministry to
proceed with a small cut in electricity to Gaza, the first of a possible series of power supply
reductions meant to pressure Hamas to stop its rocket attacks. Since last month, Israel has
sharply reduced shipments of fuel and other goods to Gaza.

“The combination of military action on the one hand and sanctions on Gaza on the
other. . . will eventually bring the Qassam fire to a halt,” Barak said at the military base.

On Jan. 23, fighters eased the pressure of the sanctions in Gaza by blowing up miles of
the territory’s border fence with Egypt, allowing hundreds of thousands of Gaza residents to
cross over and shop in that country. Egypt resealed the border Sunday.

On Thursday, Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Aboul Gheit warned Gazans not to
breach the wall again. “Whoever breaks the border line shall have his foot broken,” Egypt’s
state news service quoted him as saying. '

Aboul Gheit also said Egypt was working diplomatically to ease restrictions on Gazans
entering and leaving the strip through legal Gaza-Egypt border crossings. He urged Hamas to
‘halt attacks on Israel in the meantime, saying rockets “lost in the sands of Israel” only give
Israel an excuse for attacks on Gaza. (633 words)

Special correspondent Samuel Sockol contributed to this report.

Words and Expressions
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News Summary
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Sentence Translation

1.

Earlier in the day, Israeli troops supported by tanks, artillery and fighter jets raided Gaza,
killing six Palestinian gunmen, according to Palestinian and news service accounts.

B ST IR 0, 4 R LB, D B A E I BT JE R AR ILEE A T, R T Y,
L6 & EEHTRR T

Israel denied targeting the school, saying it was firing at rocket teams that use the border
village as a base for attacks on Israel.
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Until Monday ’s bombing, Hamas had not claimed to have carried out a suicide attack in
Israel since 2004. ,
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On Jan. 23, fighters eased the pressure of the sanctions in Gaza by blowing up miles of
the territory’s border fence with Egypt, allowing hundreds of thousands of Gaza residents
to cross over and shop in that country.
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Exercises

I
1.

. Understanding Ideas

What military actions did Israeli troops take against the Palestinians?
A. Launching rockets. B. Raiding Gaza. C. Suicide bombing.

2. How many Palestinians were killed in the action?

A. Six. B. Seven. C. Five.

3. What kind of weapon did the Palestinians use in attacking Israel?

A. Qassam rocket. B. Handmade bombs. C. Tanks

4. Which areas do Hamas and Fatah control respectively since last summer?

A. Israel, Egypt. B. West Bank, Gaza. C. Gaza, West Bank.

5. What event did the Hamas claim responsibility for?

A. The airstrike. B. The raid on Thursday. C. The bomb explosion on Monday.

II. Language Points

FUANAERA A “ dE 3 % S7 # & & fight, attack, raid, offensive, hostilities.

1. The commandos the outpost at dawn.



2. It immediately ran away when she saw it, and experts confirmed that a puma will not
a human being unless it is cornered.
3. Israeli troops Beit Hanoun, a Gaza village, with tanks, artillery and fighter jets
earlier on Thursday.
4. The soldiers led a massive military
5. Though the war had ended, the feeling of can be sensed among the peoples.

M. Questions for Discussion and Writing

1. Why did Israeli soldiers attack the Gaza area? What did the Israeli authorities threaten to
do to Palestine?

2. What was the result of fighting between the Hamas and Fatah last summer? What damages
did it cause to the peace talk between Israel and Palestine? ’

2. Afghan Soldiers Battle Taliban as NATO Leader Warns of Perils to
Nation’s Stability

By Carlotta Gall
From The New York Times
Published : July 25, 2008

KABUL, Afghanistan -- Fierce fighting
broke out on Thursday in southern Afghanistan
when scores of Taliban insurgents attacked an
Afghan Army convoy on the main highway south
of the capital. Afghan officials said that the
Taliban were beaten back by soldiers and police

Moises Saman for The New York Times officers, and that 35 insurgents were killed,

An Afghan soldier at a checkpoint on a road near including several foreign fighters, and five were

the town of Maidan Shahr, a hotbed of Taliban activity captured.

TigHE the eapital. The battle came as NATO’s secretary
general, Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, warned of critical danger to Afghanistan, with foreign
fighters and terrorists trying to destabilize the country. He called for greater international
attention to the problem.

“Those people — and we see too many of them in recent weeks and months — who are
coming into Afghanistan to create mischief and havoc, those people who want to destabilize
Afghanistan, and those people are killing NATO forces as well, are the same who are after
the destabilizing of Pakistan and the destabilizing of other parts of the world,” he said.

Mr. de Hoop Scheffer said that the situation was unacceptable and that a regional
political approach was needed to address the threat. “I cannot imagine anyone who would
consider it acceptable that many terrorists from all over the world gather in a certain area and
create mischief and havoc there,” he said.

NATO has some 53 000 soldiers in the International Security Assistance Force in
Afghanistan, who “are also the victims of the surge and the uptick in violence in incidences
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we have seen recently,” Mr. de Hoop Scheffer said.

“More than ever we need a regional approach in trying to stem this problem,” he added.
“ Afghanistan and Pakistan, and the international community in a more general sense, have
to pay more political attention to this very serious problem. ”

Both Afghan and Westemn officials have said that more foreign fighters and trainers have
been arriving in Pakistan’s tribal areas and infiltrating Afghanistan to mount attacks in recent
months.

Some have suggested that the influx may be a sign that Al Qaeda and its affiliates are
turning their attention from Iraq to Afghanistan. The foreign fighters include Arabs, Turks,
Chechens, Central Asians and Pakistanis, and some have been killed or captured in
Afghanistan, according to a Western official in Kabul who spoke on condition of anonymity.

In another sign of Al Qaeda’s growing prominence in the area, the network’s operational
leader in Afghanistan, Mustafa Abu al-Yazid, an Egyptian, gave an interview to the Pakistani
television channel Geo that was broadcast this week. In the interview, he claimed that Al
Qaeda was growing in strength in Afghanistan and would soon occupy the entire country.

The Pakistani prime minister, Yousaf Raza Gilani, also said recently that more foreigners
were in the lawless tribal areas along Afghanistan’s border and warned that an assault like
the Sept. 11 attacks could emanate from there.

President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan, who has frequently complained of terrorist
sanctuaries in Pakistan causing instability in Afghanistan, said some Afghan provinces close
to the border were now under serious threat.

“We will not be secure and safe in Afghanistan unless Afghanistan and the international
community address the question of sanctuaries in Pakistan, and the terrorist training camps
there, and the motivation they get there,” he said.

Mr. Karzai brushed off accusations by a former State Department official, Thomas
Schweich, that he was obstructing the fight against narcotics in Afghanistan. The accusations
came in an article for The New York Times Magazine by Mr. Schweich that was posted on
the Web on Wednesday. ‘

“What he said is his own idea,” Mr. Karzai said. “He criticizes the American govem-
ment, Britain, ISAF forces and the Afghan government. ”

“This campaign is a long-term, time-consuming campaign,” he said. “It is not to be
done in one or two years. It is related directly to the economy of the country. It is related
directly to bringing peace in our country. ” (630 words)

Abdul Waheed Wafa contributed reporting.

Words and Expressions
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News Summary
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Sentence \Translation

1. Fierce fighting broke out on Thursday in southern Afghanistan when scores of Taliban
insurgents attacked an Afghan Army convoy on the main highway south of the capital.
BN EH R EEA R HRE TEAE LT 2B AR A RE T M ETFBAES
TH—3ZBfh,

2. Both Afghan and Western officials have said that more foreign fighters and trainers have
been arriving in Pakistan’s tribal areas and infiltrating Afghanistan to mount attacks in
recent months. ' :
PR FITE O B RAERUL, LA A 3R, Bk 2 i 4 B A RN 32 1135 1L 42 3 B SR 0 30 i 3%
X, ETeg s B,

3. In another sign of Al Qaeda’s growing prominence in the area, the network’s operational
leader in Afghanistan, Mustafa Abu al-Yazid, an Egyptian, gave an interview to the
Pakistani television channel Geo that was broadcast this week.
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4. President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan, who has frequently complained of terrorist
sanctuaries in Pakistan causing instability in Afghanistan, said some Afghan provinces
close to the border were now under serious threat.
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Exercises

1. Understanding Ideas

1.

Ll

What happened on Thursday on the main highway in southern Afghanistan according to the
news? :

A. Taliban insurgents attacked the American Army.

B. A bomb exploded on the highway.

C. There was a fighting between Afghan soldiers and the Taliban.

Why do the foreign fighters and terrorists come to Afghanistan?

A. They come to make trouble to the Afghan government.

B. They come to seek a better life in Afghanistan.

C. They come to set up training camps.

Where do the foreign fighters gather and stay?

A. In Afghanistan. B. In Pakistan. C. In Kabul.

What is needed to deal with the situation in Afghanistan?

A. More NATO forces.

B. A political agreement among countries in the area.

C. A political campaign.

What do Afghan and Western official worry about the increase of foreign fighters in
Pakistan’s tribal areas? '

A. They may carry out assaults.

B. They may soon occupy the entire couiltly.

C. They threaten the safety of Afghanistan.

. Language Points

TE&y L F AR HIRE FRE AR 6 F A 84945 insurgent, mischief, havoc,
incidence, violence, influx, affiliate, prominence, peril.

The storm caused in the garden, uprooting trees and blowing a fence down.

All approaches to the capital are now under the control of the .

There have been quite a few of bullying in the school this year.

The recent of foreign soldiers into Pakistan’s tribal areas close to the border

with Afghanistan is causing serious problems to the stability of the two countries.

The recent outbreak of racial in the area is very troubling.

M. Questions for Discussion and Writing

1.

2.

Why do foreign fighters and trainers keep coming to the border areas between Pakistan
and Afghanistan? What threat does it cause to Afghanistan?
How much do you know about the Taliban in Afghanistan?

3. N. Korea Shifts toward Engagement with World

Kim Jong Il agreed to disable “all” nuclear facilities by Dec. 31 and met South’s President

Roh this week.
By Donald Kirk



From The Christian Science Monitor
October 5, 2007

Washington; And Paju, South Korea — An agreement reached this week with North
Korea for it to dismantle “all” of its nuclear facilities by the end of the year further cements
Pyongyang’s commitinent to a path of denuclearization — but is not the end of the story.

Expect more advances and setbacks in the months ahead as the North is pressed for a
full disclosure of its nuclear inventory — including its nuclear weapons arsenal and a
suspected uranium enrichment operation, experts say.

It is still early to say if the week’s events indicate that the North, which has been
duplicitous about international agreements in the past, is serious this time. Self-preservation
remains the paramount concern of North Korean leader Kim Jong Il. The question now is
whether the agreement reached between the United States and the North on Wednesday, as
well as the reconciliation summit of the leaders of North and South Korea, mean that the
secretive and impoverished regime has truly chosen a path of opening and closer engagement
with the world.

Given that just a year ago, the North conducted a nuclear explosion that set off global
alarm, this week’s agreement — committing Pyongyang to nuclear dismantlement by the end
of the year in exchange for tons of fuel oil and other economic aid — is a notable
achievement, some experts say.

“This is good news, period, but it is not the end of the road to the denuclearization of
the Korean Peninsula,” says Daryl Kimball, executive director of the Arms Control
Association in Washington. “ When you think that a year ago North Korea conducted a
nuclear explosion, this is a 180-degree turnaround.

“But only time will tell,”he adds, “if this is the real deal in terms of denuclearizing the
North. ”

In addition to unanswered questions about the North’s nuclear arsenal and any uranium
enrichment program, experts say Pyongyang’s quest for removal from the US list of state
sponsors of terrorism could cause problems.

Wednesday’s agreement, reached in Beijing, is the second major step in the six-party
talks that resulted in a framework agreement in February. Under that agreement, the accord
signed this week was to have been reached sooner — but a bitter battle over North Korean
funds held in a Macau bank held things up.

For some observers, the evolution for the North Korean regime since last year is
matched by an equally noteworthy turnaround for the Bush administration. The Wednesday
agreement - involving substantial US financial commitment — follows the outlines of a deal
the Clinton administration struck with Pyongyang, and one President Bush dismissed as the
wrong path as recently as the 2004 presidential campaign.

But Bush is now so enthused about the North Korea deal — despite its detractors among
conservative analysts — that he held it out as a potential model for reaching an accord with
Iran.

“If it means we are ready to sit down at the table with Tehran and seriously talk about
our interests and resolving a crisis, then fine,” says Mr. Kimball. “But if the president
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means we should follow the North Korea precedent and wait until Iran sets off a nuclear

explosion before we get serious about diplomacy, then it’s an unfortunate ?tatemf*“t' ”

In South Korea, analysts find hope in the inclusion of the nuclear issue in the two
presidents’ suminit statement.

One day after North Korea agreed to disable critical facilities at its main nuclear complex
by year-end, Kim and South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun stated that, “ With regard to the
nuclear issue on the Korean peninsula, the South and the North have agreed to work together
to implement smoothly” the agreements reached at six-party talks.

“To put in the nuclear issue represents a concession,” says Han Sung Joo, the South’s
foreign minister at the time of the 1994 nuclear agreement with the North, even though
“everyone thinks it’s going to be very difficult” to get North Korea to make good on its
promises.

The reference to the nuclear agreement appears in the same paragraph in which the two
profess “the need to end the current armistice regime” — a reference to the armistice that
ended the Korean War in July 1953 — and “build a permanent peace regime” — a reference

to a peace treaty long sought by North Korea. (700 words)

Words and Expressions

commitment #if, &#H L% denuclearization 4 i#3{L | disclosure 1558, &EfE
inventory M4 MWE; I HR arsenal KT/, FARPE uraniun enrichment §lR4E
duplicitous B A7V EiES FA B | paramount 4% H HELY reconciliation %, P
secretive % 1 ; AT BIEm quest IR accord #, W2
evolution X J&; A impoverish {427, {44 | enthuse [ 3 1 ff#
detractor #i¥# precedent S diplomacy 522

implement $47 concession il# profess FH; &IA
armistice #E4R, kiR peninsula -

Proper Names

Kim Jong Il &IF H I ARREFHMESSA
Roh Moo-hyun 54X (B ERTAL)
Arms Control Association F 28 $ilthra (—NLASE E 2o 1 E FRH A

News Summary

AXHEREHH S EESFIR TIRBREZ AN, NH—FEE T e L8
fE4e 19 A AL IR b K, (B, B TEE—RYMSgaRL, EET AV ERTHHE LR
SFHER, B, &N FEHEER EIF L7 UM AR A LR, 5| B 35 B s = e
A R AT HRRTEIE

FEREE—EBEE LBRBR TIEENSEMIE S, X FEMNEEE PRIk,
ARCVEE AR B EERT, BA L T — 240 #YR)1E , 40 duplicitous, secretive, impoverished,
regime, F—ERMNEERATIZE, HBUF B I UORIERBUN, 2% BREE AT
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B, 430 A Pyongyang #2{U#i#¢ , Hi the White House #5443 EBUY

Sentence Translation

1. Expect more advarces and setbacks In (e MoNus ahead as the North is pressed for a tull
disclosure of its nuclear inventory — including its nuclear weapons arsenal and a
suspected uranium enrichment operation, experts say.
B S BHE A A AR R —— R B R E K EE M S e R — I 45 1L
T ERRILAB AT A TR R AR , € 5k

2. Given that just a year ago, the North conducted a nuclear explosion that set off global

" alarm, this week’s agreement — committing Pyongyang to nuclear dismantlement by the

end of the year in exchange for tons of fuel oil and other economic aid — is a notable
achievement, some experts say.
% B (WAL JUARRT A BE AT — K S HE R TR OB A , AR R A B —— L PR S 4R 47
JBE 2 BUYRBR FoA R , DAB BB AR A L b 2 BF R B —— B R — 1 T AR R ELRE, —
BT Ko

3. In addition to unanswered questions about the North’s nuclear arsenal and any uranium
enrichment program, experts say Pyongyang’s quest for removal from the US list of state
sponsors of terrorism could cause problems. )

LW, BT X TR MRS E X MBS TR M R BB ERWRIEZ S, IR
MEEFH X RN E W ER PR IR LFHE AT SRR,

Exercises

I . Understanding Ideas
1. What effect does the agreement reached this week have on North Korea?
A. It reduces the danger of a nuclear war.
B. It causes North Korea to destroy its nuclear weapons.
C. It forces North Korea to carry out its promise.
2. Why do experts doubt the sincerity of the North Korea government in reaching the
agreement"?
A. Because it’s main concern is self-preservation.
B. Because it has been deceptive in the past.
C. Because it is pressed for a full disclosure of its weapons.
3. Why did Daryl Kimball say “this is good news” ?
A. It is a notable achievement reaching the agreement.
B. He considered it a 180-degree turnaround.
C. Pyongyang wants to be removed from the US list of countries supporting terrorism.
4. When does North Korea agree to destroy all of its nuclear facilities?
A. By the end of this year. B. A year ago. C.. In the next year.

II. Language Points
F & LA 38 e # AR P 3k % % B iR 36 F £ dismantle, commit, disclose,
reconcile, evolve.
1. He finally himself to the change in management, as he knew that it’s useless to
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