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Romeo and Juliet 2

NRomeo and Juliet

The two chief families in Verona were the rich Capulets
and the Montagues. An old quarrel between these families had
grown to a great height, and they were such enemies that even
their followers and servants could not meet without fierce words
which sometimes caused blood to fall. The noisy quarrels from
these accidental meetings often disturbed the happy quiet of
Verona’s streets. s

Old lord Capulet gave a great supper, to which many fair
ladies and noble lords were invited. All the beautiful women of
Verona were present, and all comers were made welcome if
they were not of the house of Montague.

At this feast of the Capulets, Rosaline, a lady loved by
Romeo, son of the old lord Montague, was present. Although
it was dangerous for a Montague to be seen in this company,
Benvolio, a friend of Romeo persuaded the young lord to go in
a mask, so that he might see his Rosaline and compare her with
some of the other lovely women of Verona who (said he )would
make her seem less beautiful.

Romeo did not much believe in Benvolio’s words, yet,
because of his love for Rosaline, he was persuaded to go. Ro-
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Romeo and Juliet ] 4

meo was a faithful lover, who often could not sleep for thinking
of Rosaline, and sometimes left the company of others just to be
alone. But she showed _little respect for him, and never re-

_turned his love, so Benvolio wished to cure his friend of this

love by showing him a variety of other ladies.

To this feast of the Capulets therefore, young Romeo with
Benvolio and their friend Mercutio went masked. They were
welcomed by old Capulet himself who told them that there were
plenty of ladies for them to dance with. They began dancing,
and Romeo was suddenly struck by the great beauty of a lady
who danced there. Shtw;@rm\sto/ _
and her beauty showed by night like a rich
@W IW, too dear for
earth; s}ww@www
M beauty and perfections shine above all other la-

dies.
O ——

burn more bn_ghtl

While he was speaking these words of praise, Tybalt, a
nephew of lord Capulet, heard him by chance ;ﬁd)vi(new him by
his voice to be Romeo. This Tybalt, having a quick and angry
temper, could not bear that a Montague should come under

cover of a mask to &ak/g,_fun of them at their ceremony. He
stormed in anger, and wanted to strike young Romeo dead. But
his uncle, the old lord Capulet, would not let him do any harm
at that time, both because of respect for his guests and because
tient unwilli BELL controllgd hxmself but declared that this evil
Montague should at aﬁother time pay dearly for his uninvited

entrance.
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Romeo and Juliet 6

When the dancing was finished, Romeo watched the place

where the lady stood. Being masked, which might seem to ex-
cuse a litllgbgrfggedom he took, he went up to her and, gently

tai(ing her by the hand, called it a holy place which he did
wrong to touch, He was a humbIe pilgrim and would kiss it to

“%Gaod pxlgnm, answered the lady, “saints have hands,
which pilgrims may touch, but not kiss. ”

“Have not saints lips, and pilgrims too?” said Romeo.

“Yes,” said the lady, “lips which they must use in -

prayer.”
M cp then, my dear saint,” said Romeo, “hear my prayer,

)W'-’t U1~
\7 ﬁ 1 grant it, lest I should despaxr e
They were busy with such loving talk when the lady was
called away to her mother. When Romeo asked who her mother -
was, he discovered that the lady whose perfect beauty had so

greatly struck him was young Juliet, daughter and};e_z_'g of the
lord Capulet, the great enemy of the Montagues, and to her,
uglg_rlqyingly, he had given his heart. This troubled him, but
it could not gr_e:g_nt him from loving. Juliet, too, had little
Xest, when she found that the gentleman to whom she had been
/talking was Romeo and a Montague, for she had been suddenly
struck with the %b&y and unthmkmg love for him as he
had felt for her. It seemed to her a wonderful_birtl love
that she should love her enemy, when, for farmly reasons
alone, she ought to hate him.
At midnight, Romeo left with his companions. But they
soon missed him, ._g',_unable to stay away from the house
<
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