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Abstract

1. This abstract outlines some major indexes and changes of China’s
agriculture and rural economic development in 2008, and makes some forecasts
about agriculture and rural economic situation in 2009.

2.In 2008, rural sectors produced 44. 7 percent of China’s GDP (in current
price, the same below), increased by 0.1 point from that of 2007. Of China’s
GDP, agriculture accounted for 11.3 percent, increased by 0.2 point; rural
secondary industry for 22.1 percent, increased by 0.1 point; rural tertiary
industry for 11. 3 percent, decreased by 0.2 point.

3. In 2008, China’s GDP increased by 9 percent in real term. Of the growth
rate of GDP, rural sectors contributed to 3. 76 points and accounted for 41.8
percent of the whole growth, increased by 3. 7 points from that of the previous
year. In rural sectors, primary industry contributed to .53 point and accounted
for 5.9 percent of GDP growth, increased by 3 points; rural secondary industry
contributed to 2. 47 points and accounted for 27.5 percent, decreased by 1.4
points; rural tertiary industry contributed to 0.76 point and accounted for 8. 4
percent, increased by 2. 2 points.

4.In 2008, value added of primary industry reached 3400 billion Yuan
(value added of service in farming, forestry, animal husbandry, and fishery is
included) , increased by 5.5 percent from that of 2007 in real term. Of the value
added of primary industry, agriculture accounted for 53. 3 percent, 2.6 points
down from 2007 ; forestry accounted for 4. 4 percent, same from the previous
year; animal husbandry accounted for 29. 4 percent, 2.2 points up; and fishery
accounted for 9. 4 percent, 0.1 point down.

5. In 2008, value added of township and village enterprises ( TVEs) reached
7970 billion Yuan, increased by 11. 6 percent from that of 2007. Of which, value
added of industry was 5560 billion Yuan. In 2008, the sales income of TVEs was
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32640 billion Yuan, increased by 11.5 percent; the sum of profit was 2012
biltion Yuan, increased by 11. 7 percent; The sum of taxes was 855 billion Yuan,
increased by 12. 8 percent.

6. In 2008, of the value added of rural industries, the primary industry
accounted for 29. 1 percent, an increase of 1 point from 2007; the secondary
industry accounted for 54. 6 percent, a decrease of 1 point; The tertiary industry
accounted for 16. 3 percent, same from 2007.

7. In 2008, retail sales of consumer goods at county level and areas below
county were 3475.3 billion Yuan, increased by 20.7 percent from 2007. It
accounted for 32 percent of total retail sales of consumer goods, 0.25 point
down.

8. In 2008, the area sown to grains was 106.7 million ha. , increased by
1. 06 million ha. from that of 2007 ; The area sown to cotton was 5. 76 million
ha. , decreased by 170 thousand ha; the area sown to oil-bearing crops was 12. 71
million ha. , increased by 1.39 million ha. ; the area sown to sugar crops was
1. 93 million ha. , increased by 130 thousand ha. .

9. In 2008, output of grains was 528.5 million tons, increased by 5.4
percent from that of 2007 ; output of cotton was 7. 50 million tons, decreased by
1. 6 percent; output of oil-bearing crops was 29.5 million tons, increased by
14.8 percent; Output of sugar crops was 130 million tons, increased by 6.7
percent.

10. In 2008, yield of grains reached 4953 kg. per ha. , increased by 205 kg.
or 4. 3 percent from the previous year; yield of cotton was 1302 kg. per ha. ,
increased by 15. 6 kg. or 1. 2 percent; yield of oil-bearing crops was 2340 kg. per
ha. , increased by 70 kg. or 3.1 percent; yield of sugar crops was 67358 kg. per
ha. , decreased by 291 kg. or 0. 4 percent.

11. In 2008, total output of meat was 72. 69 million tons, 5. 9 percent higher
than that of 2007. Of which, pork increased by 7. 6 percent; beef and mutton
decreased by 0.5 and 1.8 percent respectively. Output of aquatic product was
48. 95 million tons, increased by 3. 1 percent.

12. In 2008, the producer price of agricultural products went up by 14.1
percent from that of 2007. Of which, the producer price of farming products,
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forestry products, livestock products, and fishery products went up by 8.4
percent, 8.5 percent, 23.9 percent, and 11.2 percent respectively. The
producer price of grains increased by 9.6 percent; the producer price of oil-
bearing crops went up by 28 percent; the producer price of cotton went down by
9. 4 percent; the producer price of sugar crops went down by 1. 6 percent; the
producer price of vegetables went up by 4. 7 percent; the producer price of fruits
went up by 1. 4 percent; the producer price of pig went up by 30. 8 percent; the
producer price of milk products went up by 25. 5 percent; the producer price of
poultry went up by 11.9 percent; The producer price of eggs went up by 12.2
percent.

13. In 2008, prices of agricultural means of production went up by 20.3
percent from that of 2007. Of which the price of chemical fertilizer went up by
31.7 percent.

14. In 2008, investment in fixed assets of rural area reached 2412. 4 billion
Yuan, increased by 21. 5 percent from that of 2007. It accounted for 14 percent
of total investment in fixed assets in the whole country, 0. 46 point down from
that of 2007.

15. In 2008, investment in fixed assets of rural area in the eastern, central and
western region was 1615. 42 billion Yuan, 537. 3 billion Yuan and 259. 67 billion
Yuan, increased by 19 percent, 25. 8 percent and 28. 7 percent respectively from
that of the previous year.

16. In 2008, the sum of import and export of agricultural products reached
99. 21 billion US dollar, increased by 27. 8 percent from the previous year. Of
the sum of import and export of agricultural products, the sum of export of
agricultural products was 40.53 billion US dollar, increased by 10.7 percent;
The sum of import of agricultural products was 58. 68 billion US dollar, increased
by 43.2 percent. Adverse balance of agricultural products trade increased from
4. 37 billion US dollar in the previous year to 18. 15 billion US dollar.

17. In 2008, farmers 'net income per capita was 4761 Yuan, increased by
621 Yuan or 8 percent in real term. This growth rate was 1.5 points lower than
that of the last year. Of the farmers ’net income per capita, income from

household operations was 2436 Yuan, increased by 242 Yuan or 11 percent. Of
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the household operations income, income from primary industry was 1946 Yuan,
increased by 201 Yuan or 11.5 percent. Per Capita income from wages and
salaries was 1854 Yuan, increased by 258 Yuan or 16.1 percent. Of the wages
and salaries income, per capita income from working outside of residence was 762
Yuan, increased by 111 Yuan or 17 percent. Per capita income from properties
was 148 Yuan, increased by 20 Yuan or 15.5 percent; Per capita income from
transfers was 323 Yuan, increased by 101 Yuan or 45.4 percent. In 2008,
income from household operations accounted for 51.2 percent of farmers 'net
income per capita; income from wages and salaries accounted for 38. 9 percent;
income from properties accounted for 3.1 percent; and income from transfers
accounted for 6. 8 percent.

18. In 2008, farmers’ net income per capita in the eastern, central and
western region was 6223. 4 Yuan, 4530 Yuan, and 3381.7 Yuan, increased by
13. 1 percent, 16. 2 percent and 16. 3 percent respectively. Income gap between
the central and the eastern as well as between the western and the eastern region
was reduced.

19. In 2008, income difference among farmers enlarged slightly. The Gini
coefficient of farmers 'net income was 0. 3776.

20. In 2008, income gap between urban residents and rural residents reduced
slightly, from 3.33:1 in the previous year to 3. 31: 1.

21. In 2008, farmers’ living expenditure per capita was 3661 Yuan, increased
by 437 Yuan or 6. 6 percent in real term from the previous year. Of the farmers
living expenditure per capita, expenditure of food was 1599 Yuan, increased by
15. 1 percent, and the Engle coefficient was 43. 7 percent, 0. 6 point up from the
previous year; expenditure of clothes was 212 Yuan, increased by 9. 5 percent;
expenditure of residence was 679 Yuan, increased by 18. 3 percent; expenditure
of household facilities and services was 174 Yuan, increased by 16. 7 percent;
expenditure of transport and communication was 360 Yuan, increased by 9.7
percent; expenditure of culture, education and recreation was 315 Yuan,
increased by 2.9 percent; expenditure of medicine and medical service was 246
Yuan, increased by 17 percent.

22.In 2008, farmers’ living expenditure per capita in the eastern, central and
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western region was 4546. 4 Yuan, 3436. 7 Yuan, and 2776. 8 Yuan, increased by
12 percent, 15. 2 percent and 14. 6 percent respectively.

23. It is estimated that the value added of primary industry will reach 3800
billion Yuan in 2009, increase by about 6 percent in real term. The proportion of
the value added of primary industry in GDP will be about 11. 5 percent in 2009.

24. It is estimated the total output of grains will be about 520 million tons in
2009; the total output of oil-bearing crops will reach 31 million tons, increase by
about 5 percent; The total output of cotton will be 7 million tons.

25. It is estimated the total output of meat will be 75 million tons in 2009,
increase by about 3 percent.

26. It is estimated the producer price of agricultural products will go up about
5 percent in 2009.

27. 1t is estimated the growth rate of farmers’ net income per capita will be

about 6 percent in real term in 2009.
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