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The Beginning of Global Drug Control

The 1909 Shanghai International Opium Conference
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Shanghai is a place of origin to international drug control movement.

From February 2 to February 26, 1909, in the most luxurious hotel in Shanghai
Bund-Palace Hotel, the International Opium Conference proposed by the United States
was convened here. Representatives from 13 countries such as China, US, Britain,
France, Russia, Japan, Italy, Holland, Portugal, Turkey, Siam(Thailand) and Persia
(Iran) attended the meeting.

The International Opium Conference held in Shanghai was the first multilateral
international antidrug conference in human history, it first recognised that drugs like opium
ought to be banned worldwide, it inspired all government’s attention to drugs for the first
time The main content of decision of the conference were adopted by the later Hague
International Opium Convention, to be the universal principles of international joint drug
control.

The opening of International Opium Conference means that the human race formally
began to declared war against drugs and raised the curtain of international joint drug
control.

The International Opium Conference has passed over for a hundred years from 1909
to 2009, but the topic of the conference has not been fulfilled, it inaugurated the course
of international cooperation in drug control which is still developing in each continent and
country, its inheritance inspired people to pursue for the objection of effective drug
control and eradication.

UNDCP, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC and the Ministry of Public
Security hold grand anniversary of the International Opium Conference in Shanghai in
February 2009. In the front of memorial bronze mark in the site of the International Opium

Conference in bund. We felt great responsibilities have been placed upon us today.
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