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“Questinoning China” into “Understanding China”
—Rural China Research as the Other of the West and its Creative
Transformation
Zhao Xu—dong

Abstract: As a paradigm to see the rural China as “questioning China” is a
motive power to do their researches. Aotmazation, lineage and village politics are
key issues to which those researchers are concerned and urgent to resolve through
fieldwork. Although based on their misunderstanding of the methodology of the
fieldwork and ethnography which led them to present more data and fieldwork
materials accumulated, they can’t promote their understaning level about the ru—
ral China. Rural China researchers should relocate their position as an under-
stander and relize the creative transformation of rural China research from the

thickness of ethnography in full perspectives and culture unstanding.
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