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Introduction (Abstract)

Commemorated in mythology and legends and worshipped as
deities are the greatest episodes of history and human. Hence in
reading mythology and observing deity worship, one feasts his eyes
on the grandeur of history and universe and views the vast landscape
and sublime scenery. Cherished and savored is a genuine fascination
in the splendor of Chinese civilization and the profound culture of
descendents of Yan Di and Huang Di.

Multitudes of immortal figures have emerged in the time—cherished
Chinese civilization, of which “A Hundred Immortals” are but a
summarized description of the most representative and influential
ones. In other words, a hundred immortals are a generalized concept,
the numeral “a hundred” referring to the vastness as well as the
typicality. For an optimized description, a three—category approach
may be applied, i.e. primitive gods, religious gods and deities in folk
traditions.

The description of primitive gods is mainly within the boundaries
of mythology. Some Western scholars suggest that mythology is absent
from Chinese culture, which, obviously, is a biased view. Against the
grand backdrop of the Chinese story of genesis, the creation of the
human race and mending the celestial sphere, Pan Gu, Nv Wa, Huang
Di and Yan Di of primitive tribes are honored throughout the Chinese
cultural psyche, while Prince of Xiang (Xiang Jun), Princess of Xiang
(Xiang Furen), River King (He Bo) and Spirit Haunting the Mountains

(Shan Gui) permeate local beliefs. The richness and splendor of



these mythological figures deserve the pride of all Chinese. Primitive
mythology is the essence of traditional Chinese culture.

The description of religious gods mainly refers to an analytical
study of Taoist immortals and Buddha. Taoism and Buddhism are
both religions in modern sense, with a sophisticated yel relatively
stable system. Having emerged and developed from the soil of Chinese
culture, Taoism combines the belief of primitive gods with secular
concepts, such as The Three Pure Ones (san qing), Four Emperor Lords
(si yu), Six Celestial Emperors (liu yu), etc. Buddhist, on the contrary,
is introduced from abroad and thence fully integrated into the stream of
Chinese civilization through localization.

The description of deities in folk traditions consists of deities
excluded from the abovementioned two categories, which used to be
referred to as  “irregular deities” by ancient and certain contemporary
scholars. This 1s not exactly a derogatory term, but rather focuses on
their exclusion from mainstream society. Such deities, for the lack of
support [rom mainstream society, are rarely systematically siudied and
are rather unstable. However, this category of deities is closest to the
life of common people, vivid and true—to-life. Their emergence are a
resull of practical needs, therefore, these deities possess a distinguished
feature of secularity

Ranking among the four splendid ancient civilizations, China
cherishes her deity culture like a brilliant pearl polished through
thousands of years of accumulation and cultivation. lis source lies in
unrestrained imagination of primitive mythology, the merger of religious
piety and creativity of Taoism and Buddhism, as well as secular
imagination of deities in folk traditions. The Painting of A Hundred
Immortals has eloquently conveyed the deity culture through visual
medium, 1.e. painting, thus visualizing both the artistic achievements

and the cultural profundity of immortal painting.
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