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‘What is journalismi’ and, of ‘equal ‘relevaricé’ in- this affibivalent - postriodérn
world, what is not? When the dividing lines in contemporary Guftire: b&tween
education, information and entertainment, between art and trash, between high and
low;, elite and mass, are: not atways clear, and usually contested, whereisthe line
to-be: drawn between:journalism:and not-journalism;s and-does-it mattery ...+

- It.does maitery because .the- sociclogical . significance of journalistic eommunication
arises:largely from:dhe audience’s expeciations of :a.distinctiveform .and content

and fromrtheir agreement ‘that when' these-distinguishing: characteristics are ‘present '

the resulting communication €njoys a ‘special sstatus' over -others<which are -not
journalistic. -Journalism.is in:this sense:a privileged cultural fotrm and has besn-ever
since 'the :social:upheavals of early modeen-Europe in: \which it first-tound a_.central
ptage-in public--discourse.- Jis: privileges are-the, reward for .adherence to quite
specificstylistic-and -narrative conventions; .which | -describe beiow. » v, o

- Defining:journalism: is made more difficult by the -tendency-of: many twentieth-
century-journalists - deliberately to: subvert the-conventions -of their-ghosen form,
setting out torintreduce+into-it: qualities meate commonty associated with-art. The
noveligtic ‘new.jousnatism’ iof post-war: Ameriea , soxemplifiod-by, therwork .ofTom
Wolfe® , Hunter Thompson and othets,:on:thaicineniatic:scaleaf:a daeumentary such
as When We Were Kings (Leon Gast, 1996) indicates. the difficuity of setting up
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*r‘i:s! boighttby*of & 8 saclolag
gbuma&mim . i il
= py-aethorsy M“*m written, audio or vnsual form, which clawms o ﬁe%. & ‘ﬁ
presented to its audience as) a truthful statement about, or record of, some
hitherto unknown (new) feature of the actual, social world.

This dinm ion, Thjelements | have mpha‘
journalisn®: S doural K dobd Sl LA

respects.

= tog-1 o xes qﬂ preclude the possabml‘y of a l°”m3’"5t W bemg an
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jstinguish
in some

W Troth Firgle, QAP /SialmigatRepAitieg Pf yRiuress Fnd accuracy-

properties often implied by the term objectivity, a concept MTO lagitimise the
journalistic .text while at the same  tihwe- récogmi}hg the muitidimensional and elusive
nature of “truth”. Journalism asks to be accepted as, at the very least, an
approximation-10. truth« ane certainly. close enoughc-to, the truth ie be worthy-of our
m&;mdt&m@gﬂrtv« [otetis s ST oD L Ee P TR o 11 M T LR Te R S

FIIEN b

NEN TWid GNGET DT TS nsmuny B0 LN B LI Ty e W D
*v Newness<The . ;amuﬂwstm statement also:-hass\or ber mewW , -ifcnot in thes facts
presented then'in::thecinterpretation of (or “spinfput om). those: facts. Jeurnalism
tells us things we did not alreadykinow , as;-ofcourse:, Glo tistings-of shareqprices on
WallSiraet, 'oniyesterday’s raverags. iemperatufes in: the world’s capitalss-but
these and: similar types:oh data, presented:as columns:of nembers ona' page! dara
tefevision screen;=are not. “ournalism? by my ;definitions because thoy are not

- authored.’ Many-of the new on-line information services started by Microsoft and
othiercompanies which areiallegedto threaten the future of ptind nedia falkiftothis
oategory ‘and -arg softénc distinguished - bysitheir makers=from:“real” joumatism:.
Cdmputers and. theéir opevators: generate’ and -assembles listsy  without anatysia;
commentary or imerpretation . (They ' are!!immensely valeable 1o many groups of
users, fmf_:muin@swumams; ~Such>data ary perhaps: this key sitrategic resourcs of
capitalisn inite- currenty: informationsdependent: phase: | They badome: jburralism;
howeleriioonly ' whens theyio ape- agimm'%meanmdam ' conRItt--when' they' <o
transformedrintoa storpleoaarsstive by amauheile. b nozgmartT i eliew
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withoutrcontaxtualisation sroamdla setdbassumptionsy bekidis SR VEeS I THsIRN
tha patuve-of staryteliing. To prépent a'Hist obthermoinetecafid bhromietel rakdings
talls us sometting abowtstherwanther!on @ giveliday) bull ddelsinot el usia Sy
Gand fssmob journalism) . “Te/ present thiefiguresuin AHies tontixtiofz@ IRarative abat 2
“good?/and “bad™ weathbr i 'does 16l us d Sheryy" nm«w,mwmma

mtroduces certain ideas and value judgments about whalbSgtigd ™ ang i

Umather termsy fideas! with 'which) Wesmials agree op-diseigre6s: These! m&’ cﬂfhwprlse
b framewisTk Withif which/BveRts=RKIAG: piGe 1 the WhrldvBByShd 06r HAmRAIate
sansory’ experionte:carn ba Aiade sense of ; Given 'maaning Anthdstext! tethperaity)
geogeaphically, and sogialy? M an Rudhdred weather Yport" ( Whidh-ehema Be
tonsidered a8 paftof the jEumalietic réperie) solentific measireiwern i et piysical
stafeare Given & WRIOTIGA! THSETINGD-S B BBSE ABriTtHIs JERERY ™) “thd BRIpest
storm 's'ineiaﬁméb'rdé“begw@;« otc . —aid @ "igniticdios W mid Wiigr Soci aRNE
whigh ‘;se“thefﬂrénmnale for’ the qcurnénstw q?ﬁwféhow ot StRE TisrRation BeR§
repmd DT S feSubat itzaafes GBInganingd o sodst

" Jotirmatisriy theiefores' ke any Sfidonairdtive’ WHIGH 1§ ThaSWOHRE i RantaR
agency, is essentilly T46ologichi-~a EommHIcEtiVe Vehich 165 tRettEnsifisSidi 10 -
&n atidience’ Cinténtionally B otherwise)' ROE JUSEEH taetd butsof 'flie' dsatimp¥ions,
Httitudes) Belidls and valies 6F fts aider €8); idrawn fdin énd “expréesive Br 4
Barticilar woHdlview. <Th&' coritént  of “tHaP idBology iay' b8’ SBrisiGask Hnd
purposefilly-articitated, as wWhelrd-iewspapér prorielor iss Wik scendrift power
t& determine editoriat viewpoint; or'“bias”; BF it thay ¥ Ués inithe ale bt & plibife
service broddcasting 6fganization slich”as the ' Biitish Bibddtasting Cotporstisny a
Ibosely” struttived distitdtién: &Fothe’valid™ desiied “WociaRy " Eonsenial” by it
producers at any’ Given thifie-an attempt-th fephésent Bublit: of “umvé?%l Vally ag
opposed to private ideologies and interests. ERIDT i L

In this sense journalism may aiso be viewed as an md_ex of the balance of social
forces in a-sodiety. Joufnalists construct their narratives around their own values
and beliefs, but these are necessanly informed by the contnbutlons of a wnde range
of mturmﬂon Sources, Wwho ' this a@qﬁm ﬂmmﬂ%m‘” A ”Ef
1oum&ﬁst|c reality. Believable, “true” journalism requires authenticatton and
verifipation by 1. noh-jeutnddigtic s  wilnessass :éuch as’ politiciansys \acadenibs s
vprofessional specialists ¢ ghe: oihhab mwed sources of information and
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- routine. jovrpalistic; accep

intevpsotationswiho i fand theimexpert statusotqithe. toxt wanih-given ik sygitonityrda. tille
eyesx0ol theaudience. Moreover,. thenjounnatistic demand fosisaunces (Casweshall
heneefarthorelen. 40 Lthose avhemojournalists emplay dn s away ) ' oncousages
contemparary: socialo@stars tosicompate: withosnarnoreasiogs sophistieation and
intansity for-agcess:tethecmedia niusing techniques<ol wiat has come todaecknewn
R Rublic relatians ,os nEWS management, Swrcmaotmtwm thus e wawadmg;a
means of ideological-atsuagieiw <. i = e GO0 B.0EY DOD 2865 NiBI9D 2anubore
soi it Streag th-and pawg@ftswr@_egsa‘nabeénfeﬁmfmmnbghmbmw@ imakel
m.mmu andnie . bave: theit. positions; represented. accurately it may-aliso be
inferred, by, theseiten to whichthe-vigws .ob.non-joumalistic Cextra:magia). actoss
beceme. part. of, the sjournalistie .mainstream.. sFor example, Lthe . emergenes--of
enviroamentahskeatewithin many: ioumalistic- organizations-in: the Jate: 1980s, -and
theow seutinejdentitication af-environmental gdamage 185 Snews” can be- read @s
ewmidence that-the enviconmentalist. warld:-view., of ideslogy.has. grown ip sirength
and.influence over time.The.inparperation of many such Sisms?inte-the ideclogieal

. fabric of contemporary journalistic production is similarly expressive of changes,in

Hhe-sacio-political, environment whish jousnalism crefiacts. ( far-example.-the now
nce of sexiem, ang, racisghas bad fhinge™as - . M

<ofQ-ioumalisms a8 an authared. narsatives:is-at the same time an.igeciegical
tprpen&ownwm@g Mok Jwst;“the factsi-but.alse a.way of understanding and
making-sense. of, the facts. A since there, is, likely, to,be more, than one. way. of
understanding and interyating gven the masi-apparently. neutral of facts, ipurmalism
i%thus; an,arena, for slruggie, between . competing .ways, of sense-makinga. an
exprgssion.and reflection.of dhe.ideglagical “balance ok forees”in a.given socisty .2

- bplapge; which changes pver. time,. owing. At least pagtiy; 1oitthe -exppsure, whigh

ioumalism  may. give. 10:/deas. aug;pative 19, -even qugs;;&gng}, 10, -currently

dominant ideas. slagwe b s sl gt D ago
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1. Answer the. following auestions briefly, according .tgf&bﬁ-,&e#v:w 1

1. What’s the significance to distinguish journalism and not:journalism?

2. What makes it so difficult to define journalism?

st S Whatddoes. thedexmighiestiving of joumpalisonimoly gauesally? 17 . v1
4. Why didn’t the author think the share prices onyWall, S3neatpraverage

‘temperatures in the world’s capitals were real joiifn*a‘ii'srii'? ===

What is an authoréd weather Teport like adecrding bt batfie
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In whiat sense(s) does journalist belong to ideology?
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How can news-bermade-believable? 1o birsl wriasg sid T f
What’s the importance of sourees of -the.mews?. 1 " qcls . 1
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