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Editor’s Note

“Kuaile Hanyu zai Dalian” is a textbook created for beginners in Chinese
who are studying in the short term. It is suitable for short—term classes such as
those scheduled during the winter and summer holidays, or for pleasure read-
ing. It is also suitable as a spoken Chinese textbook for regular courses that are
scheduled year-round. Below, we have introduced the textbook in five differ-
ent ways.

1. Our purpose

Dalian is a beautiful city.

Its emerald sea, blue sky, greenery, and fresh flowers, as well as its en-
thralling coast, various squares, and unique buildings make Dalian a wonderful
place to study and live. Its famous seafood, combined with its everchanging
character, have allowed this over one hundred year old city to have its own,
unlimited, vitality. Ever-developing Dalian has been the focus of attention of
people both abroad and in China. In the past few years, over 300,000 foreign
visitors a year have visited Dalian. Each year has seen a 30% increase in the
amount of tourists when compared with the last. Also, in universities and col-
leges in Dalian, the numbers of foreign students have tripled and tripled again.
In order to allow more students and international friends who love China to
learn and understand more about Dalian, we underwent a long process of ob-
serving, deliberating, discussing and planning to edit this textbook. This text
book, specially designed for beginners, introduces Dalian and its special charac-
teristics, so the people who read it can learn a lot about Dalian in a short pe-
riod of time.
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2. The basis of this textbook

This textbook is written in adherence to the “Syllabus for Higher Level
Education for Foreign Students-Intensive Short Term Studies Program”set by
the “National Committee for Teaching Chinese to Foreigners”. Also taken as
its basis is the work of Beijing Foreign Language and Culture University Pro-
fessor Yang Jizhou entitled “A Syllabus for the Beginning Stage of Learning
Chinese by Foreigners”. This textbook is arranged from easy to difficult, and
we have deliberately chosen conversations and terms useful to beginners. We
have brought together Dalian’s special characteristics and compiled this text in
a way that is easy to understand, and thus made our purpose clear. We have
also paid special attention to the stages of learning to ensure that our readers
not only learn about Dalian, but do so in an easy, pleasant way and increase
their Chinese levels at the same time.

3. The layout of this textbook

This book is made up of 20 complete units. Each unit has two parts: text
and exercises. The text can be divided into three small parts: “Expressing
Yourself”, “Read and Write", and “Practical Usage”. The exercises can also
be divided into three small parts: “Try This”, “See Who Can Do This”, and
“Can You Do This” These exercises are specially written to coincide with
“Knowledge Corner”, another important part of each lesson. Below is a brief
introduction of the six small parts of each lesson.

“Expressing Yourself”: Common sentence patterns. The purpose of this sec-
tion is to give students practice in their communicative ability and related
grammar aspects. Its sentence by sentence use of standard, easy-to-understand
language makes it the important starting point for teaching and learning each
lesson.

“Read and Write”: New terms. In this textbook, the new terms have been
arranged after each individual text (each part), rather than placing them all to-
gether in each unit. This is to make it easier for the students to find and re-
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member the terms. In total, there are 366 new terms in this textbook, with
95% of them coming from beginner’s Chinese. At the back of the book is a
vocabulary index. All new words are translated into English for reader’s con-

venience.

“Practical Usage”: Practical communication and conversation. “Practical
Usage 1" and “Practical Usage 2"each take place in a different setting using
dialogs as their means of communication. Basic sentence patterns are used so
the speakers are able to communicate effectively, and yet, are easy to under-
stand. “Practical Usage 3" is arranged as a paragraph, rather than a dialog, in
order to improve the students’ overall Chinese ability. It also uses the sen-
tences in “Expressing Yourself ” to reemphasize the lesson again.

“Can You Do This™: Students are required to retell the story (paragraph)
in their own words.

“Try This": The purpose is to give students practice in recognizing and
reading the characters, words and sentences in the text.

“See Who Can Do This”: The purpose is to give students practice in their
practical communicative ability.

In addition, to further emphasize Dalian’s special characteristics (being a
coastal city), this textbook has not used numbers to divide parts of each unit,
but has used sea creatures instead, thus making this textbook more interesting
to its readers.

Included in this book is some information on Chinese pinyin, including
the Chinese alphabet, beginning consonants and vowel combinations, etc. At
the end of each unit is the Knowledge Corner, convenient for both teachers
and students when studying important grammar aspects.

4. Teaching Suggestions

“Kuaile Hanyu zai Dalian” is made up of 20 units. We suggest it is
used in short term, intensive classes 4~6 weeks in length, although it can be
used in longer term studies as well. It can also be used as a textbook for

speaking classes or for pleasure reading. Of course, other uses are also suitable,
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depending on the special needs of the instructor and his/her students.
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SUEHFE FIiR
Knowledge of Chinese Pinyin

— T3 Alphabet
‘Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg
Hh Ii Jj Kk LI Mm Nn "
Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu
Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz

— A H Consonants (Beginning sounds)
b p m f d t n |
q k h j q X
zh ch sh r z c 8

= . #¥HFE Vowel Combinations (End sounds, some with conso-

nant endings)
1 u ii
a ia ua
0 uo
e ie lie

ade, !,
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