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Basic Knowledge on Chinese Phonetics

ﬂlﬁﬁf%ﬂ@%ﬁ?éﬁm '1>| (Syllabic Structure of Chinese Pinyin)

DUEBEE BIE T R 5 P BERE BRI K B0 5y, B T

TET. He,

BIBERI o ARk, BIERER =y, B, BERUAA /DM, Tk,
Dominated by the tone, the syllable of Chinese Pinyin can be divided into two

parts: the initial consonant and the final vowel. The final vowel can be further devided

into head, middle and tail of the vowel. Of them, the middle vowel is absolutely

necessary.See as follows:

B (—FE, /B, =/8, [@g5)
e . B
i F“Eﬁ B =7
RTINS e e =
i, ou. d. 0, 8,1 4. Ul -1 = n "y
o~ = R
Tl w | AR \ - - i
il )3k I e
K u o =
% a i Py s
R n i =

WAERIEE | (Chinese Tone)

DUEREA I, 40 & .

Chinese Pinyin has four tones shown as follows
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1. B/ [Light Tone]

BB IEBENENEHE —ENFER, HRERSah, —EETHEaRE
ARSI, SRR N ERT, XM AR . e kb
REFZR—AF A KRR, T

Each syllable of Chinese Putonghua has a definite tone, but in words or sentences,
some syllables often lose their original tones, and are read as short and soft ones, this
kind of special tones is called Light Tone. The actual pronunciation of Light Tone is
affected by the tone of previous character. See as follows:

FEHRAY 137

& 8 xiOxi (take a break)
RAR yifu (clothes)
#-F zhudzi (table, desk)

el #F héizi (child)
/ ¥ 4 xuésheng (student)
7% xingli (luggage)

-y BE
/ & 3k xihuan (like)
. / - 4848 jigjie (elder sister)
N HF yizi (chair)
e B7E

#,7 difang (place)
¥ M shiging (thing)

\\ A % yueliang (moon)
i
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2. =L [Tonal Modification of the Third Tone]

EIRH, ZFETRE—SHEENEN, SRAES, EREFES, .
SEI—MEWA=FE, F—AFHh—E,. ZFERNER, f—SEE e
ARG LTSy, A —MEREE; MR- ASHH=E, BT hb
=Flt, WI—AZEENAEZSE, BEBEUTFoR, TE.

In speech flow, being affected by the tone of the following syllable, the Third
Tone will change correspondingly. In disyllabic word, when the previous syllable is in
the third tone, and following one in the first, the second or the fourth tone, then the third
tone of the previous syllable will lose its rising part in the end and become a falling
tone; when both the previous and the following syllables are in the third tone, the first
will lose its original tone and be pronounced similar to the second tone as shown below:

A A 1l 1]

#F7Z hdochi (tasty)

A yduging (friendship)
#$ limdo (courtesy)

e ke Ak xidngfd (idea)

=ZF+—m/_F| KRR+—F/—
/P Fs =/

3. “_” ngﬂa

[Tonal Modification of the Pronunciation of “—7” ]

T AEDBENI T, TERRRER, BBy, E—ANAES, E

M= FEETE, BAMMSEY;  — ENEENE, BA Ty BEEN
=, =" EFROAR, o8 B HEE, BMELE—FS . —ERoEe
AT, WHRIER YT, k.

As an independent syllable at the end of a word, “— is promounced in its original

first tone yi. While in a word, in case “—” appears before the first-, the second- and the
third-tone syllable, it will be pronounced as the fourth tone yi; in case "“—” is before
the fourth-tone syllable, its tone will be modified into the second tone yi. It shall be
noted that when “— is used as the part of the ordinal number as in “%—, even if it’s
followed by the first-, the second-, and the third-tone syllable, it will still be pronounced
as the original tone yi. Please refer to the following table for more examples:

¥ AR 11l 1]

—# yishéng (all one’s life)
Yi+—FB/ZFE/=5 | —4& yizhi (all along)

—AZ yiqi (together)

{{ sy (yi) ”» +~
B/ _p/=5
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8 R
“«. (yz »oL g yi+ Dl —-ﬁ— y{z?i (again a.nd again)
" — & yiding (definitely)
o —3£ yiban (class one)
. —J& yicéng (the first floor)

4. ‘K HZE

[Tonal Modification of the Pronunciation of “FR” ]

“ORT R A SRR TR AR AR IR b, FE— AW T 1A Bl & A — 2Ry
HiER, ‘A7 FE—FE, ZFEMEETET, RN Ay, ANAETIR, 2N
—FEba, AN

An independent “/4” or a “A” at the end of a word or a sentence shall be
pronounced in its original tone of bu. In a disyllabic word or when combining with
other words, it shall be pronounced in the fourth tone bu when it’s before the first-,
the second-, or the third-tone syllable; while being followed by a fourth-tone syllable,
it shall be pronounced in the second tone bu. Please refer to the table below for more

examples:

A 221 il 1]

A<t bu chi (not eat)
bu+—7/FE/=/F | ZA4e burd (be not so good as)
AFF bu hdo (not good)
e A% bl qu (not go)

Py Bkl TE bdl&i (not tired)

Tk thhy |
— i/ =7

LEEEMESETR |

(Table of Combination of Initials and Finals in Putonghua. 1)

i) Bla, o, eFFkMEtE -
Il a o e ai ei ao ou an en | ang | eng | ong

b ba bo bai | bei | bao ban | ben | bang | beng

p pa po pai | pei | pao | pou | pan | pen |pang | peng

m ma | mo | me | mai | mei | mao | mou | man | men | mang | meng

f fa fo fei fou | fan | fen | fang | feng

d da de dai dei | dao | dou | dan | den |dang | deng | dong

t ta te tai tei tao tou tan tang | teng | tong




