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Study Finds ¢ Green’ Product
Labeling Misleading

By Jason Hopps
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Consumers are being confused and misled by the hodge-
podge of environmental claims made by household products,

‘according to a “green labeling” study published by Consumers

International Friday.

Among the report’ s more outrageous findings —a German
compost described itself as “earthworm friendly,” a brand of
flour said it was “non-polluting,” and a British toilet paper
claimed to be “environmentally friendlier.”

The study was written and researched by Britain’s Na-
tional Consumer Council (NCC) for lobby group Consumers In-
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ternational. It was funded by the German and Dutch govern-
ments and the European Commission.

“While many good and useful claims are being made, it is
clear there is a long way to go in ensuring shoppers are ad-
equatcly informed about the environmental impact of the prod-
ucts they buy,” said Consumers International dircctor Anna
Fielder.

~ The 10-country study surveyed product packaging in Brit-
ain, Western Europe, Scandinavia and the United States. It found
that products sold in Germany and the United Kingdom made
the most environmental claims on average.

The report focused on claims made by specific products,
such as detergents, aerosol sprays and by some garden prod-
ucts. 1t did not test the claims, but compared them to labeling
guidelines set by the International Standards Organization (ISO)
in September, 1999.

Resecarchers documented claims of environmental friend-
liness made by about 2,000 products and found many too vague
or too misleading to meet ISO standards.

“Many products had specially-designed logos to make them
seem environmentally friendly, but in fact many of these sym-
bols mean nothing,” said report researcher Philip Page.

“Laundry detergents made the most number of claims with
158. Household'cleaners were second with 145 separate claims,
while paints were third on our list with 73. The high numbers
show how very confusing it must be for consumers to sort the
true from the misleading,” he said.

The 1SO labeling standards ban vague or misleading claims
on product packaging.

Terms such as “environmentally friendly” and "non-pol-
luting” are banned by the ISO because they make no verifiable
claims.

“What we are now pushing for is to have multinational
corporations conform to the standards set by the 1SO,” said
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“While many good and useful claims are being made, it is clear
there is a long way to go in ensuring shoppers are adequately in-
formed about the environmental impact of the products they buy,
said Consumers International director Anna Fielder.(L.13-17)
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“What we are now pushing for s to have multinational corpora-
tions conform to the standards set by the ISO.” said Page.(L43-45)
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Ten thousand years is too long, seize the day, seize the hour.— 7 X X,
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The president and general manager is in direct charge of this matter. &
BEKEAEBEEHRATULE.

The Minister, as well as the trade unions, is responsible for the trouble.
g, LS, RARLATRRE.

politics is war without bloodshed. B i & 7~ i fiu ¢ & %

Five pounds is quite enough. E XFHR% 7.

" 1. READING COMPREHENSION
Directions: There are four choices marked A),B),C) and D) in the following ques-
tions or unfinished statements.You should decide on the best choice based on the

text.




1. According to the report, a brand of flour claimed to be

A) “ earthworm friendly” B~ non-polluting”
C) "ervironmentally friendly” D) “green”

2. What did researchers found out about the environmental claims made by some
products?
A) Germany- and UK-made products make the most claims on average.
B) Packaging on detergents and aerosol sprays is more misleading than that
on other products.
C C) Many of them are non-standard.
D) All of the above
3. A\c/c/or'ding to the article, which of the fallowing labels will most probably meet the
ISO standard?
A Th/is brand of detergent is non-poliuting.”
B) “ This type of gasoline is lead-free.”
c) “/This brand of paint contains XX substance that can prevent irritant gases
“from spreading.”
D) " The new kind of compost contains no harmful substances.”
1. VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURE
A. MULTIPLE CHOICE
Directions:Choose A), B), C) or D) from the following items so that the sentences

are appropriate.

4. The _____ of modern science upon society as a whole is considerable.
A) influgnt B) effect C) impact D) affection
5. After the traffic accident, the victim’ s family______ a claim for damages.
A) did B) made C) filed D) started
6. He entered the room without being noticed because everyone was ______the
lecturer.
A) focused on B) focusing his mind on
C) focused at D) focusing his mind at

B.MATCHING
Directions:Draow a line between an item in the left column and one in the right
column so that the collocation is natural and acceptable.

7.make A) guidelines

8.set B) thesis




S.go C’ standard
10.meet D) claims
11.document E’ & long way

C.ERROR CORRECTION
Directions:In either of the following sentences, there is one vndarlned part that is
not appropriate. Please identify and correct it.

12.In most lyric poems, love is compared as rose, which is exemplified by * A Red

A B C D
Red Rose”.
13.In ancient times, the climate once became so cald and harsii for dinosaurs
A B C
to survive.
D

1B 2.C #m: A, BFSU4A S FBORE, &R0 products
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U.S. to Study Why Americans
Eat the WayThey Do

By Doug Palmer
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With more than half of all Americans now overwelght, the
Clinton administration said on Tuesday it would study the ef-
fects of popular weight-loss diets and probe why people eat what
they do, even when they know it is bad for them.

At a conference billed as “The National Nutrition Su mmit.”

o

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the United States
must also do more to fight hunger.
While many Americans have too much food in their stom-
achs, millions other still don’t have enough to cat, he said.
.l()“ In a videotaped specch that paid tribute to & landmark
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1969 White House meeting on food, nutrition and health, Presi-
dent Clinton noted the contradictory problems of hunger and
obesity facing the United States.

“While we’ ve come a long way in promoting good nutrition
and health, too many Americans still are malnourished, with-
out food or living unhealthy lifestyles,” Clinton said. “Ncarly
fifty-five percent of our population is overweight or obese —in-
cluding one-in-five children.”

Despite a wealth of information about the link between
proper nutrition and good health, many Americans continue to
make poor eating choices.

“We can’t seem to all convert all that nutritional knowl-
edge into changed behavior,” Glickman said. “The fact is only
12 percent of the American people have a good diet.”

The large number of overweight Americans has created a
huge market for weight loss plans, such as those that recom-
mend diets high in protein or low in sugar.

Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna Shalala
took aim at the “ fad diets” in her remarks.

“Stop doing them. They won’ t last. Instead, take the weight
off slowly and steadily through a powerful combination of sen-
sible eating and physical activity,” she said.

Last week, the administration issued new dietary guide-
lines that, for the first time, emphasize the importance of exer-
cise to healthy living and recommend a diet high in whole-grain
foods and fruits and vegetables.

One reason for the popularity of many weight-loss diets
may be a “lack of reliable scientific research... to counter the
claims made by their promoters,” Glickman said.

To shed some light on the issue, the Agriculture Depart-
ment will begin a coordinated research program to examine the
health and nutrition effects of various popular diets, he said.

The department will also launch a “behavioral nutrition
initiative” to examine why people make the food and exercise

chesity B malnourished: # T B proteinZE H1 i fad B ¥ coordinated i
FH# initiative (8
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choices that they do.

“Why do we keep reaching for those extra large orders of
French [ries when we know too much fat is a slow form of poi-
son?” Glickman said.

In a sign of the strong emotions food can arouse, Glickman
50 narrowly escaped being hit in the face with an apple pie at the
start of the conference. An animal rights activist threw the pie
just as Glickman was beginning his speech. - T

Security guards quickly grabbed the woman, who was
hauled away shouting: “Shame on you for promoting meat.” =
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.. with more than half of all Americans now overweight ...(L1)
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At a conference billed as “The National Nutrition Summit;’, U.S
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said the United States must also



