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"With her unspoilt beauty, Diqing,is an Edenic garden far from the
madding crowd, capable of capturing one at first sight. Shrouded in
mystery from time immemorial, Diging entrances one with her
spellbinding charms and brings one into a land of promise, a never-never
land full of divine wonders and rich cultures.” This is a true description
of the living SHANGRI-LA of DIQING, a Tibetan autonomous

prefecture in Yunnan, China.
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Diging in Oriental Writers' Works and Shangri-la in James Hilton's Lost Horizon
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Diqing and the Legendary
Shangri-la SSEE RS
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In his novel Lost Horizon published in 1933, the famous British Writér,
James Hilton, describes Shangri-la as a place of eternity, peace and:
tranquility, an idyllic world of imposing snow mountains, d‘cep gorges,
crystal lakes, beautiful prairies, green trees, majestic but.mysterious
monasteries. Representing people's longing for a better life and their
strong wish for a utopian civilized world of peace and happiness, Shan‘gri— ¥
la has for more than 50 years been the dreamland people across the world
seek after. Explorers from all parts of the world trekked to Tibet, India,
Nepal and other places to find it. But none of the places they found, to
their disappointment, perfectly fit Hilton's description of Shangri-la.
Where is the real Shangri-la? No one could give a definite answer until
the 1990s, when explorers and researchers, after years' search andy
investigation, gathered sufficient evidence to prove that Shangri-la lm

in Diging, Yunnan, China.
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Footmarks Left in Diqing by*Foreigners. -
Historical literature shows that long before Lost Horizon was
published, many foreigners had traveled to Diging and written a

lotofbooksabout the people, customs and scenery in the area.
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A film cartridge presented to Tibetans as a
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souvenir by the U.S. Flying Tiger pilots
during WWII
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Slide rope used to cross a river at
the beginning of the 20th century
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Diging is a Tibetan autonomous prefecture in northwest Yunnan. Studies show that Shangri-la in English is the transliteration of
a loanword. Only in Diging Tibetan dialect can the pronunciation of Shangri-la be found. The pronunciation derived from Shangbala
in Tibetan Buddhist scriptures. More than 1,000 years ago, Shangri-la was spelt in Tibetan as, meaning "holy sun”, and in other

Tibetan areas it was read as Senjinida. The sounds (shang) and (g) can only be heard in the Diqing variety of the southern dialect in the

formerTibetanKangregion.
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Diging in Oriental Writers' Works and Shangri-la
T S~ TN
in James Hilton's Lost Horizon
Mr. Yang Lizhuo, a senior licentiate of the Imperial College, the highest educational institute in the Qing Dynasty (1616-1911),

wrote in his Gong Nong Cun Ji, "Far from the earthly world, Diging is the paradise of a region, where people are simple and honest.”

In 1933, Ms Liu Mangqing, a legendary oriental woman, said in her Documentary of Zhongdian, "Westward out of Lijiang, the
road became steep rocky trails, as if one were climbing up a ladder to heaven...Three days later, a vast plain sprang into our sight, with a
refreshing wind singing and a bright moon hanging in the sky. A green expanse of meadow extended as far as the eye could see. Interspersed
among the grass were yellow flowers and flocks of cattle and sheep. Standing here and there were some tents. When we came nearer, we
saw wisps of smoke rising from the kitchens of the houses in a well-arranged town. It seemed as if we had inadvertently come to a
fairyland."

In his report to the Provincial Government during the Republic of China (1912-1949), Mr. Zhu Boyong, the then magistrate of
Zhongdian County, wrote, "Although Zhongdian is located in the frontier area, people here have an honest disposition. Since all nationalities

live in harmony, feuds and annexations rarely happen among them.”
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Among the snow mountains in Diging are vast
expanses of grassland. The fertile verdant meadows
there agree with Blue Moon valley in Lost Horizon
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W R AL T AL4R26° 527 ~29° 167 Z Lying between north latitudes 26°52” and 29°16’, Diqing has a
b, &&= % Fo I 33 rﬁ’? ERXAAE, 12E L r‘?jj temperate and subtemperate monsoon climate. But high mountains and
DR, FARRIER 2, A IR R RE deep valleys endow it with a mixture of distinct vertical climatic patterns,
A AR KN 8 351 A% AR A 2 ranging from tropic to subtropic to glacial. A local saying goes that "four
K “—LowE +2RE K" @ik, iX | seasonsconcur on one mountain and different climates coexist in an area
5 (0T 8) P& 2l T AMEG | of tenli". These characteristics are in accord with those of Shangri-la in
WX 7 oph, Lost Horizon.
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