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PREFACE

As a valuable traditional Chinese medicine and a tonic, ginseng (Panax ginseng C.
A. Meyer) is well known all over the world. In the world, major ginseng producers are
China, Korea, Japan, and Russia. China is an ancient country of producing ginseng. For
early use time as a medicine, long cultivation history, wide distribution, large acreage,
much output and high quality, China’s ginseng is superior to the other country’s. Based on
the records in the medical books of the Chinese past dynasties, ginseng has such effects as
tonic, sedation, prolong life, etc.. Modern medical sciences have verified these effects and
also discovered other new medical effects. .Therefore ginseng value in medication and health
care has been more and more thought highly of and ginseng has been widely used. Increase
of requirement to giseng promotes a continuous development of ginseng estate which has be-
come one of the important and dominant estates in the Chinese agriculture. In China,
studies on ginseng have a long history and profound theory, especially in the modern time
scientists carried out multi-subject and multi-speciality studies and achieved splendid results.
These studies strongly promoted rapid development of ginseng estate in China. Compiling
this book is to make a comprehensive and systematic summary of the achievements in scien-
tific research and the production practices for ginseng in China in order to inherit the past and
usher in the future and so as to further push China’s ginseng production forward to scientific,
modern and intensive farming.

This book, whose chief compilers are Prof. Wang Tiesheng, Prof. Chang Weichun
and Prof. Xiao Peigen, was compiled by the specialists of the Institute of Special Economic
Animal & Plant Science, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, along with the nation-
wide well-known specialists in various subjects and specialities. It is a crystallization of col-
lective wisdom.

This book collected the essence of historical data of ginseng in the past dynasties of Chi-
na, showed the great achievements in the scientific research of Chinese ginseng at all times
and in all countries, and contained some advanced technologies and experiences that had
been proved by production practices. The data in this book are full and accurate, discussion
fully substantiated, and content substantial. The largest characteristic of this book lies in
that it is scientific, advanced, systematic, and practical. Its content includes the outline

(simple history of ginseng in China, important position of ginseng in national economy, and
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current situation of ginseng estate in China), resources and protection of wild ginseng in
China, ginseng botany, ginseng biology, ginseng physiology, ginseng cultivation, ginseng
diseases, ginseng insect pests and rats, ginseng processing technology, ginseng machine-
ries, ginseng commodity science, ginseng multipurpose utilization, ginseng store and fresh
preservation, ginseng tissue and cell culture, ginseng chemistry, ginseng medicine-meal,
ginseng pharmacology and clinical practice, consisting of 15 chapters and 1.5 million Chi-
nese characters.

From this book readers can completely acquire the knowledge and information of China’s
ginseng, such as elementery knowledge and specialized knowledge, research trends and sci-
entific and technological information, practical technologies and advanced experiences, and
so on.

Major readers of this book are the professional personnels who are engaged in ginseng
speciality and other related specialities, such as scientific and technical personnels, teachers
and students in universities and colleges, technicians in production, exploitation personnels
of science and technology, managing personnels in enterprises and insti’tutions, and so on.

Slips in this book are unavoidable due to limited knowledge level of compilers. Please

oblige us with your valuable comments.

Compilers
December, 1998
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