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. Foreword

Foreword

I Process and Features of the Development of Chinese Agricul-

tural Policies

So-called agricultural policies refer to the aggregate of laws,
regulations, administrative orders and various measures relevant
to agricultural production, circulation, exchange, distribution,
consumption and other key economic activities promulgated by a
state government or its agricultural departments. In the light of
different objectives, implementation means and scopes of the
policies, agricultural policies are further categorized into two
layers - broad and narrow. Narrow agricultural policies are also
called agricultural structural policies, their objectives being to
increase the quantity and improve the quality of agricultural
products through optimized resource configuration and adjusted
productivity structure; broad agricultural policies cover rural de-
velopment policies and policies over the livelihood of farmers
with such objectives as to enhance the quality of the livelihood

of farmers, reform rural social comprehensive functions, and to
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realize coordinated socio-economic development in urban and
rural areas. Broad agricultural policies are usually also termed
agricultural comprehensive policies.

Since reforms and opening-up, development of Chinese ag-
ricultural policies has gone through three key phases. In the first
phase, from 1978 to 1986, agricultural policies centered round
the introduction of contractual joint production by families and
the objectives were to release agricultural productivity bonded by
a planned economy and to increase the output of agricultural
products. By nature, these policies fall in the category of agricul-
tural structural policies. During the second phase, from 1987 to
1998, agricultural structural policies are further implemented
and carried out and the end of this phase saw a basically suffi-
cient output of Chinese agricultural products and an essential set-
tlement of the poverty issue of farmers. By 1998, the output of
food supplies set a historical high record of 510 million tons
while per capita net income of rural residents reached 2,162
Yuan, breaking through the great barrier of 2000 Yuan - an in-
dicator of success for this period of agricultural structural poli-
cies. The third phase spans from 1999 to this day and a signifi-
cant trait of this period is concern over the issue of “3-Nong (ag-
riculture, countryside, and farmers)” by the whole society.
While the issue of farmers and rural development became the

core of agricultural policies particularly since the beginning of
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