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Simple words have had the most profound effect on the world—its
history literature,art,science,religion and economics.To know and to have
read the great masters is to understand and appreciate the complex
interaction of world events as they unfold.50 plus one Great Books You
Should Have Read (and probably didn’t) is the first attempt to organize
the great literature,both fiction and non-fiction,in such as way as to
demonstrate their world-wide impact.

Every attempt has been made to introduce readers to books and
literature that is international in scope and spans the centuries. The works
chosen are not necessarily the most famous—nor are their authors.Rather,
they represent seminal works masterpieces that every educated individual
should have at least some familiarity with.

In a few short pages,you will learn about the authors,their background
and influences,as well as a good deal about the works themselves.In many
ways we have provided a very sophisticated book with many important
topics—but it is presented to you in an easy-to-read reference style.While
not being simplistic by any means,every effort has been make to ensure
basic understanding of the authors and their works.

Please remember that we are trying to channel some of the greatest
minds and the greatest works into a few pages—which is a trick in itself!
Nevertheless,readers will get a treat of their intellectual lifetimes when they
begin sampling the many and the variety of writers and books.

For your own enjoyment,to impress others or to improve your trivia
skills,this is a wonderfully enjoyable book filled with information and
insight.

Savor it; enjoy it and chgrigh the authors as we do.Happy reading.

George Walsh
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The Bible:
Old and New Testaments

The Bible
The complete Bible,both the “Old Testament” (which comprises of 66 books) and the
“New Testament”  (which comprises of 27),is the effort of many different authors who

wrote over a period of time estimated to be about 1,600 years.

The first five books of the “Qld Testament” (Genesis,Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,and
Deuteronomy) are,by tradition,believed to have been written by the Jewish prophet and
leader Moses.Moses began his writings sometime prior to 1445 B.C.and finished them
approximately 40 years later with the completion of Deuteronomy around 1405 B.C.The
last book of the “Old Testament” was written by the prophet Malachi; it was completed
some time around 450 B.C.

The books of the “New Testament” were written by the followers and apostles of
Jesus Christ. The first four books of the “New Testament” {the gospels of Matthew,Mark,
Luke,and John) are perhaps the best known,because they chronicle the life teachings,death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.The apostle Paul is credited as the author of thirteen of the
books in the “New Testament.” The book of Galatians was written in 49 A.D.and is one
of if not,the earliest books in the “New Testament.”

Religious dogma credits the inspiration of the Biblical authors to the divine influence of
the Holy Spirit,not to conventional human wisdom.Historic events and interpretation as a
result of the personal experiences of the Biblical authors were probably just two of the
many factors that shaped the writings that collectively became known as The Bible.

The Bible has variously been called Holy Writ or Divine Scripture or The Good
Book—among many hundreds of descriptions.These exalted descriptions convey its
importance to the world in general.

Since its creation in the centuries before and after the birth of Christ,it has been
endlessly organized and reorganized.It is generally described as being in three parts: “The
Old Testament,” “The New Testament,” and “The Apocrypha.” “The Apocrypha” is not
always included in modern versions,but it was translated and included in the famous King
James translation of The Bible (1611)which is still the standard in the English-speaking
world 4 centuries after it was created.

The three parts are organized by “books” (often,though not always,thought to be the
work of one person); these books are subdivided into “chapters,” and the chapters are
divided into “verses”—not,as the name implies,poetry,but rather numerically designated
sequences of a single sentence or two.This organization—thus,Matthew 4:16—was devised
to make finding individual passages of The Bible simple and easy for readers.

Originally written in Hebrew and Greek,The Bible has been translated into more than
2,000 different languages—more than any other book in history.As well,The Bible is the
world’s runaway best-seller.Since the early 19th century,when accurate publishing records
started being kept,it is believed to have sold more than five billion copies.

2 www.ahstp.net



(&%)
18 £ FaPT 24

(E&)
TEA(ER), " BH7(LIE66H )P ML (LIE27TH) RIFSARAELNASE A
AR, AKX 6005 KB R,

“BHTHITE R (R HRER A KL R PEL) % EHEGAS R K
ARMERFolii B BN E, BEXYEAATIMSEZ A LBH, KB4, TXY
AL 405F TR PRI, “BARE— P AT EBLEANMFE, KYNLITA505% 5 &,

YT ERGRAKA BN LML P EETE, “HY " NIH(HXBF . HAB
F BB ERYRRET)RFRAREFLN BAHAECMNIRT RKEAFOLE Fil T
PR AR THAAR Y T FAHNE  MBERKFE TALL9F R HY KT
P —(RRZETH),

FHRBAREFEHFEARBATERNBBARREFTHALRE, B2 FHF £
ZHENMBRBIAZHBREORBTRRARYAXERARBAE(ZL)GEDGF
PRETHHA,

CEEIARTLFRM & EBAFEOLE AEFAFERTFH, B EH &
HRAT EXTHEANMERHEERN,

AM(RR)A AR, RERABKA B RANERRES ANKRAHEERE
MBEB(EFR) (ZB)BEAZARS  BY“HH SR ARBRE(EZYF R E
RO R” PEER(ZFE)TPEEFOIET SR, RER(ZZVE(EFB)F #84
ARERAEXERARGIFARK,

(F8) =AfsRE “F(BFTHAAR-ANAANER) B, $TaL
ETEXGAE FHEAFHAT ARG TRRFRTOFI,
WMEF k(L KEF4:16)RA T EFRGE D RRIA(FL)LAHE T,

(RBYRMARAF MR ERFBESS CEMMER20005#HEE AHL LS
BABERIOH, AN (FR)LAERERBHG S, 8198 2T T4 AL
R (X2)LBHBET5051LK,

www.ahstp.net 3



50 plus one

Great Books You Should Have Read(and probably didn’)

Why this extraordinary popularity? One reason is obvious. The Bible is the basis of the
Christian religion,and in the Western world in which we live,though that world has large
minorities of other religious faiths (notably Jews and Muslims),Christianity is the dominant
religious faith.And Christians,to varying degrees,regard The Bible as the Word of God,
transmitted through human beings who were divinely inspired.lt includes the moral
instructions and directives to which Christians adhere in their spiritual lives.

Some people would argue that,within the Western world,as well as those portions of
the world in which Christianity is a minority faith,the Christian religion is dying.In Protestant
countries—for example,England—most people no longer attend church or profess any
Christian affiliation.In Catholic countries—for example,France—the same indifference to
organized Christianity is growing.Even in the United States—the most religious country in
the Western world—a good percentage of the population is secular,though not necessarily
immoral or unethical:it is simply that their standards are based on philosophies other than
those of traditional Christianity.

Such statistics are misleading.A belief in Evangelical Christianity and its practices is
growing—in all parts of the Western world.Thus Bible study—and,particularly,interpretation
of that study—is also increasing.

Even if one remains secular in his or her beliefs,there are still compelling reasons for
modern man to be familiar with The Bible.The great conflicts of the new 21st century so
far have been based on religion—conflicts between adherents of Christianity,Judaism,and
Islam.The Bible affects,is involved in,all three of these great world religions.The “Old
Testament” recounts the story of the peoples of the ancient Near East,most notably those
people we now call Jews.The “New Testament” concerns the life of Christ and
commentary on that life.

Still,the seeds of each religion,to a greater or lesser degree,are obviously all contained
within this one great book.And anyone wishing to understand the modern world and its
conflicts should begin by reading The Bible,then perhaps reading specific accounts of
Christianity,Judaism and Islam to see how The Bible has been variously interpreted over
the centuries from the time these religions were founded and how The Bible became for
each either the primary or a subsidiary religious guide.Part of the lesson here is that all
three religions,despite occasionally painting God as wrathful or vengeful, primarily believe in
a God of Love.He is not a God who asks us to destroy the Twin Towers or take revenge
against its perpetrators,or,because of that revenge,plot the destruction of Israel.All three
religions currently diverge from the teachings of their prophets,and reading The Bible
shows us the extent of our misdeeds in the name of God.

Even if one has no interest in religion or in current affairs,there are still other reasons
to be familiar with The Bible.In purely literary terms,the King James Bible is one of the
world's great literary works,and,as well as the beauty of the writing contained in that
translation,The Bible,in whatever version,contains sections—or books—acknowledged by
literary scholars to be among the world’s most notable literary works.The “Book of Job” is
a beautifully written tragedy of loss and redemption—so fine in literary terms that it is
consistently assigned in high school and college English classes. “The Psalms” are among
the most beautiful lyric poems in any language.The four “Gospels” (the story of the Life of
Christ) are superb novels-in-miniature.Not just the story they tell,but the way in which they
tell it,has inspired writers throughout the ages.Anyone who aspires to have a well-rounded
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